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CHAIR REPORT 
Outreach Committee of the  

Police Conduct Oversight Commission 
August 9, 2016 

 
Adrianna Cerrillo, Afsheen Foroozan, Laura Westphal 

 
 
Commissioner Cerrillo and I continue to plan a Peace Forum, 
tentatively scheduled for September. We are trying to book a 
location, preferably in the 4th Precinct, possibly at the Heritage 
Park Senior Center but it might be held at Sabathani 
Community Center. The Peace Forum concept we envision will 
rely heavily on a strong Moderator to control the panel 
speakers and conversation. The forum would include two 
panels; one consisting of law enforcement officers from the 
MPD, and possibly MetroTransit, the Federation and others. 
Another panel would include community members as well as 
representatives from BLM, NOC, MAD DADS and other 
activists. There would also be a Listening Group that would 
contain City representatives and other serious thinkers. The 
Listening Group would be available at the end of the Peace 
Forum to talk with the community. To pursue this event 
further, I will present a motion to the PCOC tonight.  
 
So far the Open Streets events have not been successful for the 
Outreach Committee. I helped STAMP MN set up a tent at the 
East Lake Street event and they engaged a lot of people to talk 
about the Mental Health Joint Responder Project. The plan is to 
do the same for the event on the Sunday proceeding tonight’s 
Commission meeting. We have begun to officially form the 
Working Group for this project. Judge Carrie Meier has agreed 
to be a part of the project. NorthPoint would also like to 
partner with us on this building a pilot project. We plan to hold 



 2 

a meeting of the Working Group in September. Commissioner 
Singleton and I will continue to work on this complex project. 
 
At the invitation of CM Cano, Commissioner Cerrillo and I 
attended a Town Hall meeting held in Plaza Verde. CM Gordon 
and CM Glidden were also present. The topic focused on the 
recent shootings in the Twin Cities. There was a vocal group of 
engaged speakers from the community. I made contact with 
several people who spoke and asked them to please attend our 
PCOC meetings and work with us. I have nearly an endless list 
of projects I need help with. 
 
I had a meeting last week with Christine Kendrick of NCR. She 
asked us to provide NCR with a White Paper to set forth our 
position on the current Body Camera Policy. NCR will also set 
up several community meetings for the MPD to discuss the 
policy and we’ve been asked to attend when possible to answer 
questions from the community.  
 
I requested NCR partner with the PCOC to plan several other 
events including collaborating with the Crime Specialists in 
each Precinct at community meetings, listening sessions in 
some public housing venues, listening sessions aimed at our 
young communities to be held in Little Earth and in some 
schools (I’d like to get some pizza money in our budget). NCR is 
very positive about the Joint Responder Project and offered to 
assist us as much as they are able. In addition I asked the NCR 
to meet with the MPD regarding the National Initiative so that 
this program gets a wider exposure and the community can 
learn more about how implicit bias effects us all. I’d love to 
spread this program not just to the community but into youth 
programs as well.  
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I’d like to remind my fellow Commissioners to please check the 
PCOC calendar on a regular basis because there are a lot of 
events we could be attending, including the MPD’s summer 
nights in the park, Block Leader training, and community 
events scheduled by Crime Specialists.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Westphal 


