
REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL FROM 
THE TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL 
May 5, 2015 

 
A regular meeting of the committee was convened at 9:32 a.m. on this date. 
Members Present:  Council Members Kevin Reich (Chair), Linea Palmisano; Cam Gordon, Blong 
Yang, Elizabeth Glidden, and Lisa Bender  
 
Matters listed below are hereby submitted with the following recommendations; to-wit: 
 

1. 26th St E and 28th St E Street Resurfacing Project (15-00546): 

a) Approving resolution ordering the work to proceed and adopting special assessments in 
the amount of $671,170.32 for the project; and 

b) Approving resolution requesting the Board of Estimate and Taxation to authorize the 
City’s issuance and sale of assessment bonds in the amount of $671,175 with the bonds 
to be paid for from special assessments. 

 
Staff presentation by Mike Kennedy, Public Works, Director of Transportation, Maintenance & 
Repair. 
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
The following persons spoke in opposition: 
1) Carol Ann Pass, 2536 18th Avenue South, Chair, East Phillips Neighborhood Organization 
2) Brad Pass, 2536 18th Avenue South 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
Mr. Kennedy explained the assessment process and the use of the Influence Zone.  Simon 
Blenski, Public Works Transportation Planning and Design, described the recommended layout 
for the project. 
 
On motion by Reich, carried on voice vote, the matter was approved and referred to the Ways & 
Means Committee. 
 

2. Minnehaha Ave Street Reconstruction Project (26th St E to 24th St E) (15-00547): 

a) Approving resolution ordering the work to proceed and adopting special assessments in 
the amount of $764,807.45 for the project; 

b) Approving resolution requesting the Board of Estimate and Taxation to authorize the 
City’s issuance and sale of assessment bonds in the amount of $764,810 with the bonds 
to be paid for from special assessments; and 

c) Approving resolution ordering the abandonment and removal of areaways located in the 
public right-of-way in conflict with the project. 

 
Staff presentation by Beverly Warmka, Public Works Transportation Planning and Engineering. 
 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-076610
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-076611
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The public hearing was opened. 
 
The following person spoke in opposition: 
a) Oumer Wako, 2400 Minnehaha Avenue, TAWFIQ Islamic Center 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
On motion by Reich, carried on voice vote, the matter was approved and referred to the Ways & 
Means Committee. 
 

3. Nicollet Mall Street Reconstruction Project (15-00548): 

a) Approving resolution ordering the work to proceed and adopting special assessments in 
the amount of $26,169,040.71 for the project; 

b) Approving resolution requesting the Board of Estimate and Taxation to authorize the 
City’s issuance and sale of assessment bonds in the amount of $26,170,000 with the 
bonds to be paid for from special assessments; and 

c) Approving resolution ordering the abandonment and removal of areaways located in the 
public right-of-way in conflict with the project. 

 
Staff presentation by Don Elwood, Director, Public Works Transportation Planning and 
Engineering. 
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
The following persons spoke in support: 
1) Roger Raina, Resident/Homeowner, 15 South 1st Street 
2) Steve Cramer, President and CEO, Minneapolis Downtown Council 
3) Kevin Lewis, Executive Director, BOMA Greater Minneapolis 
4) Patrick Melody, SK/Resident, 521 South 7th Street 
5) Al Swintek, CenterPoint Energy, 505 Nicollet Mall 
6) Collin Barr, Ryan Companies, 50 South 10th Street (also read support letter from Target 
Corp) 
7) Tom Hoch, Hennepin Theatre Trust, 615 Hennepin Avenue 
 
The following persons spoke in opposition: 
1) Toby Brill, Ruby Red Dentata, Inc., 20 North 4th Street 
2) Kurt Glaser, representing the Basilica of St. Mary, 88 North 17th Street 
3) Tom Fletcher, 1605 Hennepin Avenue 
4) John Luke, 1001 Marquette Avenue 
5) Angela Samargia, representing C.W. Inc., 200 3rd Avenue North 
6) Alan Ackerberg, representing 1600 Harmon Place, 4200 Forest Road, St. Louis Park 
7) Doug Hennes, Vice President for University and Government Relations, University of St. 
8) Thomas, 2115 Summit Avenue 
9) Daniel Fine, representing Westin Minneapolis/Hotel Minneapolis, 88 South 6th Street 
10) Don Grant, St. Olaf Catholic Church, 815, 819, 825 2nd Avenue South 
11) Ann Ouellette, Controller, WCCO-TV, 90 South 11th Street. 
 
The public hearing was closed. 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-076612
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At the request of the Chair, Robin Hennessy, Assistant City Attorney, stated that she would 
research and respond to issues raised regarding non-profit institutions. 
 
Council Member Jacob Frey, Ward 3, was present and spoke in support of the project. 
 
Council Member Lisa Goodman, Ward 7, was present and spoke in support of the project. 
 
On motion by Reich, carried on voice vote, the matter was approved and referred to the Ways & 
Means Committee. 
 

4. 8th St SE Street Reconstruction and Street Lighting Project (15-00549): 

Authorizing execution of an agreement with the University of Minnesota for the construction 
of 8th St SE, from 15th Ave SE to approximately 1,100 feet east ending in a cul-de-sac. 
 
On motion by Reich, carried on voice vote, the matter was approved and referred to the Ways & 
Means Committee. 
 

5. Hiawatha Golf Course Feasibility Study Agreement (15-00550): 

Authorizing negotiation and execution of a Cooperative Agreement with Minnehaha Creek 
Watershed District and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) to identify and 
evaluate potential reconfigurations of the Lake Hiawatha Golf Course to best serve the 
shared goals of the parties including water quality and drainage improvements while 
maintaining MPRB’s needs for the golf course. 
 
On motion by Reich, carried on voice vote, the matter was approved. 
 

6. 2015 Downtown Minneapolis TMO Grant Agreements (15-00551): 

a) Authorizing execution of a Metropolitan Council pass-through Subrecipient Grant 
Agreement to provide up to $413,623 in federal grant funding for Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM) projects in effect from January 1 through December 31, 2015; 

b) Authorizing execution of FTA Fiscal Year 2015 and subsequent Certifications and 
Assurances, and certifying compliance with requirements and other documents pursuant 
to the terms of the Subrecipient Grant Agreement; 

c) Authorizing execution of City Agreements with the Downtown Minneapolis 
Transportation Management Organization (TMO) to perform specific work efforts 
outlined in the Met Council Contract providing for the federal grant funding; and 

d) Approving increase in appropriation and revenue in the Permanent Improvement 
Projects Fund by $413,623. 

 
On motion by Reich, carried on voice vote, the matter was approved and referred to the Ways & 
Means Committee. 
 
 
 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-076613
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-076614
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-076615
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7. National Public Works Week Resolution (15-00552): 

Approving resolution declaring the week of May 17, 2015, as National Public Works Week. 
 
On motion by Reich, carried on voice vote, the matter was approved and referred to the Ways & 
Means Committee. 
 
 
With no further business to transact, the meeting adjourned at 11:08 a.m. 
 
Reported by Peggy Menshek, Committee Coordinator 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-076617

