
REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL FROM 
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE 

STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL 
June 25, 2015 

 
A regular meeting of the committee was convened at 9:40 a.m. on this date. 
 
Members Present: Council Members Lisa Bender, Lisa Goodman, Andrew Johnson, Barbara Johnson, and 
Kevin Reich. 
 
Members Absent: Council Member Abdi Warsame. 

Chair Bender called the meeting to order and moved item #4, the off street parking ordinance, from 
Consent to Discussion. 

Chair Bender introduced the first public hearing item on the agenda, variance and site plan review 
appeals for 3535 Grand Ave S, and called on staff Shanna Sether to present. 

1. Variance and site plan review appeals: The Lander Group and Tran Muehler, 3535-43 Grand Ave S 
(15-00768) 

A. Considering an appeal submitted by The Lander Group, on behalf of 3535 Grand II, LLC of the 
decision of the City Planning Commission denying the following land use applications (BZZ-7112) to 
allow for a new multiple-family residential structure located at 3535-43 Grand Ave S in the R5 
Multiple Family District: 
a. Variance to reduce the north interior side yard setback for the proposed parking area. 
b. Variance to reduce the south interior side yard setback for the proposed parking area. 

B. Considering an appeal submitted by Tran Muehler of the decision of the City Planning Commission 
approving the following land use applications (BZZ-7112) to allow for a new multiple-family 
residential structure located at 3535-43 Grand Ave S in the R5 Multiple Family District: 
a. Variance to reduce the off-street parking requirement. 
b. Variance to increase the percentage of required parking spaces that may be satisfied by 

providing compact parking stalls. 
c. Variance to reduce the front yard setback along Grand Avenue South. 
d. Variance to reduce the south interior side yard setback for the proposed structure. 
e. Site plan review. 

A representative from the The Lander Group applicant gave testimony, followed by the second 
applicant, Tran Muehler. The public hearing was opened was opened at 9:54 and the following persons 
gave testimony: 
a. Sam Rockwell, 132 W 35th St 
b. Lisa Lang, 3427 Grand Ave 
c. John Patrick Kegley, 3436 Lyndale Ave 
d. Matt Barge, 3548 Grand Ave 
e. Saralyn Romanishan, 2111 Aldrich Ave S 
f. William Wells 
g. Grant Johnson, 3356 Vincent 
h. Shanna Banishard, 3527 Pleasant Ave 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-077686
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On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the appeal submitted by Tran Muehler was denied in full. 
On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the appeal submitted by The Lander Group was granted 
with an additional condition of approval: that the applicant shall work with staff to determine if using 
permeable materials is feasible on the parking lot walkway as part of mitigation for stormwater drainage 
issues in the surrounding area. Further, the City Attorney’s Office was directed to draft Findings of Fact.  

Chair Bender introduced the second public hearing item on the agenda and called on staff Joe Giant to 
present. 

2. Interim use permit: Telecommunications tower, 2407 University Ave SE (15-00769) 

Considering an application submitted by Debi Grant-Smith, Oaks Hotel, Inc., for an interim use permit 
(BZZ-7180) to allow a 60-foot temporary, freestanding telecommunications tower in a surface parking lot 
from July 23, 2015, to Dec. 31, 2015, at the property located at 2407 University Ave SE, subject to 
conditions as outlined in the staff report. 

The public hearing was opened at 10:21 a.m. Seeing no one wishing to speak, the public hearing closed 
at 10:21 a.m.  

On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the interim use permit was approved. 

Items 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8 were reviewed by Chair Bender as the Consent agenda, and the following actions 
were taken: 

3. Hotel, motel, and bed and breakfast ordinance (15-00057) 

Approving the following ordinances amending Title 20 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code, amending regulations for hotels, motels and bed and breakfast establishments: 

a. Chapter 536 relating to Specific Development Standards. 
b. Chapter 547 relating to Office Residence Districts. 
c. Chapter 548 relating to Commercial Districts. 
d. Chapter 549 relating to Downtown Districts. 
e. Chapter 550 relating to Industrial Districts. 

Returning Chapters 520, 537, 541, 546, and 551 to author. 

On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the item was approved. 

Item 4 was moved from Consent to Discussion and staff Aaron Hanauer presented the staff report. 

4. Off-street parking ordinance (15-00058) 

Approving the following ordinances amending Title 20 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code, revising provisions relating to off-street parking: 
a. Chapter 541 relating to Off-Street Parking and Loading. 
b. Chapter 551 relating to Overlay Districts. 

Returning Chapters 520, 525, 527, 530, 531, and 536 to author. 

Chair Bender announced she was relinquishing the Chair for this item to Vice Chair A. Johnson, as she 
was the author of the proposed ordinance. She also announced the committee would allow public 
testimony to be given, five minutes for those in opposition and five minutes for those in support. The 
following persons spoke in opposition: 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-077687
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-075184
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-075185
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a. Saralyn Romanishan, 2111 Aldrich Ave S 
b. Jim Boil 

The following persons spoke in support: 

a. Chris Meyer, 1126 5th St 
b. Sam Rockwell, 132 W 35th St 
c. Rick, 2265 Youngman Ave, St. Paul 
d. Wiliam Wells 

Council Member Goodman commented on the ordinance and moved approval of staff recommendation. 

The following Council Members commented on the ordinance: Council Members B. Johnson, Chair 
Bender, B. Johnson, Goodman, and B. Johnson. Staff Hanauer responded here and there to questions 
and provided further clarification to Council Members. Hanauer agreed to provide certain statistics 
regarding neighborhood meeting attendance on this item to B. Johnson prior to the Friday, July 10, 
Council meeting. 

On motion by Goodman, carried on voice vote, the ordinance was approved. 

Council Member A. Johnson returned the Chair to Council Member Bender. 

Consent 

5. Rezoning: David Bentz, 3238 Washington Ave N  (15-00770) 

Denying an application to rezone (BZZ-7138) the property located at 3238 Washington Ave N to include 
the Industrial Living Overlay District (ILOD) to the existing I2 Zoning District, submitted by David Bentz, to 
allow the current general retail sales and service uses to be legally established. 

On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the appeal was denied. 

6. Rezoning: YanLing Boho, 3240 Washington Ave N (15-00771) 

Denying an application to rezone (BZZ-7131) the property located at 3240 Washington Avenue North to 
include the Industrial Living Overlay District (ILOD) to the existing I2 zoning district, submitted by YanLing 
Boho, to allow the current general retail sales and service uses to be legally established. 

On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the item was appeal was denied. 

7. Rezoning: UrbanWorks Architecture on behalf of Project for Pride in Living (PPL), 617 Lowry Ave N, 
3110 & 3116 Lyndale Ave N, and 3113 & 3117 6th St N (15-00772) 

Approving an ordinance to rezone (BZZ-7159) the property located at 617 Lowry Ave N, 3110 & 3116 
Lyndale Ave N, and 3113 & 3117 6th St N from the R4 Multiple Family District to the OR2 High Density 
Office Residence District, in response to the application submitted by UrbanWorks Architecture, on 
behalf of Project for Pride in Living (PPL), to allow for the construction of a new 3-4 story apartment 
building that includes a total of 71 dwelling units and two attached, two-story townhomes totaling 4 
units. 

On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the item was approved. 

8. Restaurant regulation development standards ordinance (15-00660) 

Referring to staff the subject matter of an ordinance amending Title 20, Chapter 536 of the Minneapolis 
Code of Ordinances relating to Zoning Code: Specific Development Standards, amending regulations for 
restaurants to reflect recent changes to the City Charter. 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-077688
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-077688
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-077690
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On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the item was referred to staff. 

Discussion 

9. Local historic designation: Dinkytown Commercial Historic District (15-00732) 

Adopting a resolution approving the local historic designation (BZH-28511) of the Dinkytown Commercial 
Historic District, subject to conditions as outlined in the staff report. 

Staff Haila Maze presented the staff report. Council Member Frey was also in attendance. 

Public testimony was allowed, and the following persons spoke in opposition: 
a. Mike Muhlrooney, President of Dinkytown Lyons 
b. Steve Young, 317-19 4th Ave S 

The following persons spoke in support: 

a. Barbara Cern 

Council Members Frey, Bender, and Goodman commented on the designation, with Council Member 
Frey suggesting a revised area of designation of the streetcar area alone. 

On motion by Bender, carried on voice vote, the designation was approved with the following revised 
conditions of approval (a & b) and a revised staff direction (c) by Council Member Goodman: 

a. The Dinkytown Commercial Historic District includes the 23 resources evaluated and listed in the 
designation study as within the proposed boundary for 1899-1929 period of significance. These 
resources include the properties identified in the map within the red dotted boundary and listed in 
Appendix 1 of the staff report. 

b. The Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties will be used to evaluate 
alterations in the district, as they have during interim protection, until such time local design guidelines 
are adopted. 

c. Additionally, CPED staff is directed to work with the Third Ward Council Member and Zoning and 
Planning Committee chair on creating guidelines for the Dinkytown Historic District that: 1) allow for 
maximum flexibility in retaining the eclectic nature of the district; 2) will not give deference or historic 
designation to under-utilized space such as surface parking lots; 3) value the façade facing the 
streetscape with less value given to the backside of the buildings; and 4) will not limit height and the 
evolving character of the district. 

 
Seeing no further business to transact, the meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
Reported by Diana Armstrong, Council Committee Coordinator 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1Q-077692

