Long-Term Revenue Policy

Whereas, the citizens of Minneapolis are better served when the Council and Mayor established long-term policies for the financial, social and economic health of the City of Minneapolis.


Whereas, The City’s commitments to filling the infrastructure gap, addressing structural deficits in the internal service funds, public safety funding, and reduction of interest payments on capital projects are critical to the long-term financial, social and economic health of Minneapolis; and


Whereas, these commitments should not be sacrificed for short-term budgetary considerations with no long-term benefit; and


Whereas, long-term financial and program planning is difficult, if not impossible, in the absence of a coherent and consistent policy on budgeting and taxation; and


Whereas, municipal government should have clearly stated limits on growth in the size or scope of government;


Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved By the City Council of The City of Minneapolis:


That it shall be the policy and clearly stated goal of the City Council to maintain a constant tax rate and to avoid increases in the property tax rate and to first fund our commitments to filling the infrastructure gap, addressing structural deficits in the internal service funds, public safety funding, and reduction of interest payments on capital projects, notwithstanding the Mayor’s authority, as express in the City’s Charter.

Be It Further Resolved that the City Council directs the Finance Director and the Budget Director to prepare and maintain annual and five-year budget projections and further to assume in those projections the following:
a) A property tax rate at the level in the 2000 Budget;

b) Maintenance of current and projected levels of commitments to the infrastructure gap, internal service and work-out plan, and pay-as-you go capital;

c) Reasonable projections on the growth of the property tax base (from the City Assessor);

d) Additional cost (or savings) from identified decision packages; and

e) Additional cost (or savings) from budgetary amendments.

Be It Further Resolved that the City Council directs the Finance Director and the Budget Director to report quarterly to the Ways & Means/Budget Committee to present these projections.


Be It Further Resolved that the Finance Director and the Budget Director report annually to a mid-year meeting of the City Council, acting as a Committee of the Whole, to present these projections.


Bet It Further Resolved that beginning with the budget deliberations for the 2001 budget, all licenses and fees for services shall be subject to review on an annual basis and shall be established through the budget process.  Cost savings or increased cost in delivering fee-based services shall be the determining factor in establishing license costs and fees.

