Request for City Council Committee Action
from the Department of City Coordinator

Date: December 4, 2012

To:  Councilmember Lisa Goodman, Chair, Community Development Committee
Subject: Our Town Appiication

Recommendation: Approve review committee recommendation to submit an }
application to the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Our Town program for

the John Biggers Seed Project.

Department Information

Prepared by: Giilglin Kayim, Director, Arts, ture and-Creative Econbmy
Approved by: Paul Aasen, City Coordinator %Nhj.()h/
Presenters in Committee: Gllglin Kayim, Director, Arts; Culture and Creative Economy

Financial Impact
Commitment of $150,000 from the City of Minneapolis Art in Public Places 2013 budget.

Supporting Information
. Proposals

Through Our Town the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) will provide a limited number
of grants, ranging from $25,000 to $200,000, for creative placemaking projects that
contribute toward the livability of communities and help transform them into lively,
beautiful, and sustainable places with the arts at their core.

The City of Minneapolis received five (5) proposals to consider for application to the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Our Town program. Each local government is limited to one
(1) application.

Faces of Cedar Riverside

The Cedar Cultural Center would request $200,000 as part of an approximately $1,000,000
budget to support Faces of Cedar Riverside, a public space development project. The project
serves area visitors and neighborhood residents, primarily low-income immigrants from East
Africa, by creating accessible spaces for community gathering, outdoor music performance,
and various arts activities. The Cedar will work with the City of Minneapolis, local artists,
and a number of community groups and stakeholders to design, develop, and program
these spaces.

Location: Cedar Riverside neighborhood




John Biggers Seed Project

The City of Minneapolis would request $150,000 as part of a $300,000 budget to support
the Biggers Seed Project, an intergenerational learning and collaborative design activity that
engages nationally renowned African American public artists in mentoring artists and
community members in the creation of a major public art project. Project partners are
Obsidian Arts and the Chicago Avenue Fire Arts Center.

Working with nationally recognized African American artists and colleagues of Dr. Biggers,

- Obsidian Arts and the Chicago Fire Arts Center (CAFAC) will train emerging artists and build
the capacity of local working artists through a 10-session course on African-American art
history, integration of public art into infrastructure, civic engagement, and enameling.
Together with the lead artists and CAFAC, local artists will refine the enamel designs, build
the enameling kiln and create steel panels to be mounted on a new steel post railing. The
Department of Public Works will oversee the installation of the new railing and public art
components on the bridge.

Location: Intersection of Olson Memorial Highway and Interstate 194. Project activities will
take place in the community and at Obsidian Arts.

Made Here

Hennepin Theatre Trust would request $200,000 as part of a $400,000 budget for Made
Here to bring arts and culture to numerous vacant storefronts sandwiched on and around
Minneapolis’ Hennepin Avenue. Through a plan that was formulated through Our Town -
funded public charrettes, Hennepin Theatre Trust and its Cultural Alliance Partners (City of
Minneapolis, Artspace and Walker Art Center) will create a new Advisory Council with urban
designer Ben Shardlow to engage artists, businesses and other stakeholders in increasing
creative, family-friendly activity and pedestrian traffic on Hennepin Avenue.

Location: Hennepin Avenue

Northern Spark

Northern Lights.mn would request $150,000 as part of a $400,000 budget for Northern
Spark, a multidisciplinary festival of art and performances mostly in spaces not normally
used for such purposes. It is modeled on a nuit blanche or “white night” festival--a free,
dusk to dawn participatory public art event throughout Minneapolis from the Greenway to
the Mississippi.

Location: Minneapolis; Citywide event

Pan Asian Cultural/Economic District

Asian Media Access would request $75,000 as part of a $150,000 budget for the Pan Asian
Cultural/Economic District (PACD) Project; analysis, planning, and design processes for the
eventual creation of the PACD in North Minneapolis. The project will engage neighborhood
groups, arts organizations, institutions, businesses, and community members to develop
analyses, plans and designs that will map cultural assets, propose arts uses, community
needs, and foster economic and civic vitality in the region for marginalized communities
through the PACD. '

Location: North Minneapolis; Asian Media Access (2418 Plymouth Avenue North)

Review Process

A review committee was formed to review proposals and make a recommendation on which
proposal to submit to the NEA. The review committee included representatives from Council
Offices, the Mayor’s Office, Community Planning and Economic Development (CPED), and
the Minneapolis Arts Commission.



Review committee members were:

Alondra Cano, City Council

- Andrea Jenkins, City Council

Shannon McDonough, City Council

Janna Hottinger, Mayor’s Office

Jack Byers, CPED

Megan Leafblad, Minneapolis Arts Commission

Jack Byers recused himself from the scoring and discussion of the John Biggers Seed Project
due to a conflict of interest.

The review committee scored each proposal based on the NEA criteria of artistic excellence
and artistic merit.

Artistic Excellence (10 points available)

Quality of the artists, arts or design professionals, arts organizations, works of art, or
services that the project will involve, as appropriate for the community in which the
project takes place.

Artistic Merit (10 points available)

Potential of the project to achieve results consistent with the NEA outcome for
Livability: Strengthening communities through the arts. This includes the potential
to:
o Catalyze a persuasive vision for enhancing the livability of the community.
o Support artists, design professionals, and arts organizations by integrating
design and the arts into the fabric of civic life.
o Reflect or strengthen a unique community identity and sense of place, and
capitalize on existing local assets.
Strength of the proposed partnership, including the required partners, and
engagement of the private and public sectors in support of the project.
Appropriateness of the project to the partners’ missions and the community in which
the project will take place.
Ability to carry out the project based on such factors as the
o Appropriateness of the budget, its feasibility, level of community support, and
strategy for maintaining the work of the project.
o Likelihood that the project will be completed within the proposed period of
support. :
Quality and clarity of the project goals and design.
Resources involved.
Qualifications of the project's personnel.
Readiness to meet requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act
and/or the National Historic Preservation Act, where relevant.
Extent to which the project engages the public in planning for and participating in the
project.
Where appropriate, potential to reach underserved populations such as those whose
opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, economics,
or disability.
Appropriateness of the proposed performance measurements and their ability to
demonstrate that the NEA Livability outcome was achieved, including, as
appropriate, plans for documentation and evaluation of the overall project results.

o 0 0 0



Review committee members were asked to score proposals before the review committee
meeting. The purpose of the initial scoring was to see what proposals ranked as the top
proposals.

Initial scores were as follows:

Project name Score

Northern Spark 15
Made Here 14
John Biggers Seed Project 13
Pan Asian Cultural /Economic District 13
Faces of Cedar Riverside 13

After the presentation of the initial scores each proposal was discussed and then all
proposals were re-scored.

Final scores were as follows:

_| Project name Score
John Biggers Seed Project 16
Northern Spark 14
Made Here 14
Pan Asian Cultural /Economic District : 11
Faces of Cedar Riverside 10




