
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Community Planning & 

Economic Development - CPED 

 
Date:  December 10, 2013 
 
To:  Council Member Lisa Goodman, Chair, Community Development Committee 
 
Subject:  Appointments to Target Center Arena Design Group and Reviews 
 
Recommendation: Appoint Jeremy Hanson Willis to the Target Center Arena Design Group 
replacing Chris Larson and appoint Council President Johnson, Council Member Goodman 
and Mayor’s Office as members of the review team on the selection of the architect and 
construction manager for the project. 
  
Previous Directives:  On November 12, 2013 the City Council authorized Arena 
Renovation Project Term Sheet and various appointments on review team, and approved 
the 2013 special legislation authorized to facilitate the renovation project.   On November 1, 
2013 the City Council authorized contract extension with C.H. Skiem Consulting for work on 
renovation project.  On February 22, 2013 the City Council authorized execution of an 
extension of the Health Club Lease.  On December 4, 2009 the City Council authorized 
issuance of up to $60 million of taxable bonds to refund prior bonds.  On June 16, 2009 the 
City Council adopted a resolution authorizing the transfer of Target Center property and 
agreements from the Minneapolis Community Development Agency to the City and 
appointed the Minneapolis Convention Center Executive Director as the contract 
administrator.  On April 13, 2007 the City Council selected an affiliate of AEG Facilities, Inc. 
as the operator, authorized execution of an Amended and Restated Arena Lease, Operating 
Management, Use and Assurances Agreement, consented to the assignment by Midwest 
Entertainment Group LLC and assumption by AEG Facilities, Inc. of Target Center Arena 
agreements, and authorized the Finance Officer to transfer funds and adjust 2007 
appropriations as necessary.  On March 10, 1995 the City Council and Board of 
Commissioners approved the terms and authorized the execution of the Target Center 
Purchase Agreement, related lease and financing documents, and the issuance of tax-
exempt bonds. 
 

Prepared by:  Bob Lind, 673-5068 
Approved by: Jeremy Hanson Willis, Director CPED        ___________________________ 
Catherine A. Polasky, Director, Economic Development   ___________________________ 
Presenters in Committee:  Jeremy Hanson Willis 
Funding Source and Appropriation 
Language Reviewed by Development Finance:      __N.A._________________________ 
 

Reviews 
• Permanent Review Committee 

(PRC): 
Approval _N.A.__ 



  

Financial Impact 
• Other financial impact: As part of the Mayor’s recommended budget for 2014, 

capitalized interest has been identified to pay debt service for 2014 on any new 
renovation debt that may be issued and due in 2014.  Any revision to this will be 
reflected in a final bond resolution.  Beginning in 2015, local sales tax revenue would 
be used to pay the City’s portion of the debt service. 
  

• Community Impact 
• Neighborhood Notification:  
• City Goals: 
• Comprehensive Plan:   
• Zoning Code:  

Supporting Information: 

The Target Center was constructed in 1990 and consists of two components, a health club 
and an arena.  Each component is leased to private parties.  In February of this year, the 
City Council approved an extension of the Health Club Lease as an inducement for the 
tenant, LTF Real Estate Company, Inc. (Lifetime), to make substantial improvements to the 
health club premises.  The City has been negotiating with the arena tenants, Minnesota 
Timberwolves Basketball Limited Partnership (the “Team”) and AEG Management TWN, LLC 
(“AEG”), for the past several months on a plan to renovate the arena as well.  In November 
the City Council approved the Arena Renovation Project Term Sheet outlining the terms of 
the proposed renovation agreement among the parties and approved the 2013 special 
legislation authorized to facilitate the renovation project. 

The Arena Renovation Project Term Sheet also provides for the creation of a Design Group 
to oversee consultant selection, design and pre-development activities.  The City and the 
Team will each have three seats on the Design Group.  At the November 12, 2013 City 
Council meeting, the Council appointed the three City representatives to be Jeff Johnson, 
the Minneapolis Convention Center Executive Director, Chris Larson, in Minneapolis 
Convention Center Facilities Operations and Steve Mattson, AEG’s Target Center General 
Manager.  It is recommended that Jeremy Hanson Willis be appointed to the Design Group 
replacing Chris Larson. 

It is anticipated that the City will shortly release RFP’s for an architect and a construction 
manager.  Staff will return to the City Council with the Design Group recommendations for 
selection in early 2014.  As part of the review, it is recommended that the City Council 
appoint Council President Johnson, Council Member Goodman and the Mayor’s Office as part 
of the review team. 
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