
LICENSES AND CONSUMER SERVICES 
LICENSE INSPECTOR’S REPORT 

 
License Number: L204-50014    Police File Number:  F13560 
 
Date of Application: June 30, 2014  
 
Inspector: Julie Casey      
 
Applicant/Legal Entity: Cellai Fine Foods, LLC 
 
DBA/Trade Name: Le Town Talk Diner   
 
Complete Address: 2707 East Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55406  
 
License Requested: On Sale Liquor, Class D with Sunday Sales, Sidewalk Cafe  
 
Current License: None   
 
Purpose of Application: The applicant is intending to operate a full service restaurant 

with liquor     
 
Responsible person within 75 miles of Minneapolis City Hall:  Ben Johnson 
 
Public Hearing Requirement:   Required due to upgrade in entertainment from 
previous license holder of Class E to Class D. 
 
Neighborhood/Ward:  Longfellow/ Ward 2  
 
Zoning: C3A  
 
7 acre requirement:  Met    
 
Off-Street Parking:  The Zoning administrator has determined that no parking spaces 

are required.   
 
Schools within 300 feet of the proposed premises:  None 
 
Seating:   Interior: 96    
  Exterior:  27 
 
Food Service requirement:  60/40    
 
Hours of operation proposed: Interior: Monday to Friday 4:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.  
Saturday and Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.   Exterior:  Monday to Friday 4:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m.  Saturday and Sunday  9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  
 
Metropolitan Council Service Availability Charges:  None required 
 



 
 
History of Location 
Previously this location was the Town Talk Diner which was licensed as an On Sale 
Liquor with Sunday Sales, Class E.   
 
Applicant 
Applicant is Cellai Fine Foods, LLC which is registered as a limited corporation under 
Minnesota Statute 322B.   
 
Name    Title      Shares 
Emilie Cellai Johnson  CEO      90% 
Benjamin Johnson  CFO      10% 
 
Both business owners are experienced in the restaurant industry.  Emilie Johnson has 
been a sales consultant for Reinhart Food Service, front manager of the Fresh Field 
Bakery, and employed by Patrick’s Bakery & Café and Sofitel Hotel.  Benjamin Johnson 
currently works for the Neighborhood Redevelopment Center and worked in the Golden 
Deli, St Paul, MN and D’Amico and Partners as a general manager.   
 
Manager 
Emilie Johnson will be the manager. 
 
Police Review 
Minneapolis Police Licenses and 3rd Precinct have reviewed the financials, criminal 
background and security plans.  They have found the applicants to meet minimum 
ordinance requirements.   
 
Premises 
The premise is 2558 square feet.  It will seat 96 persons on the interior. Ten seats will 
be at one table and the rest of the seating are booths. There will be bar seating for 16 
people.   All business activity will occur on one floor.  There will be a sidewalk café with 
seating for 27 people on eight tables . 
 
Business Plan/Operations 
Le Town Talk will be a full service restaurant serving French food.  The only 
entertainment will be a strolling accordion player only on weekends and background 
music. The hours of operation on the interior will be Monday to Friday 4:00 p.m. to 2:00 
a.m. Saturday and Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.   The sidewalk café hours will be   
Monday to Friday 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m.  The sidewalk café will have outdoor speakers at ambient sound level.    
Le Town Talk shall offer valet service on Friday to Sundays from opening time to 
midnight.    
 
Public Hearing 
A public hearing will be held on Thursday, July 31, 2014 at 6:00 at the Minneapolis 
Police 3rd Precinct.   Notices will be sent to residents and property owners within 600 
feet of the premises.   
 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
Licenses and Consumer Services Division recommends approval of an On Sale Liquor 
license with Sunday Sales, Class D and a sidewalk café.   
 
 


