
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  March 24, 2015 
 
To:  Honorable Kevin Reich, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject:  City of Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Annual Report 
 
Recommendation:   Receive and File with Presentation 

 
Department Information:   
 
Prepared by: Mackenzie Turner Bargen, Pedestrian Planner, 612-673-5011  

Approved by:  _______________________________________________ 
  Steven A. Kotke, P.E., Director of Public Works  
 
Presenters in Committee: Matthew Dyrdahl, Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator 
          Appointed Members of the Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

 
Financial Impact 
Action is within the approved budget. 

Community Impact 
City Goals: Living Well; One Minneapolis; A Hub of Economic Activity; Great Places  

Supporting Information 

The mission of the Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) is to advise the Mayor and City 
Council on policies, programs, and actions for improving pedestrian safety, mobility, 
accessibility, and comfort; for promoting walking for transportation, recreation, and health 
purposes; and for strengthening the linkage between the pedestrian environment and public 
transportation. 

The PAC is comprised of 15 voting members who reside or own a business in the City and 
who have an interest in promoting walking and improving the pedestrian environment in 
Minneapolis. 

The PAC also includes non-voting members from City departments and partner agencies 
with an interest in and impact on pedestrian issues. The non-voting members provide 
expertise on pedestrian issues, and serve as liaisons between the PAC, City departments 
and partner agencies. 

  



PAC Guiding Principles 

The City of Minneapolis places a high value on creating and enhancing pedestrian-friendly 
neighborhoods because it makes the community a safer and better place to live, work and 
enjoy life. It’s easy to see how building a pedestrian-friendly Minneapolis contributes to all 
our city goals.  

• Streets and neighborhoods feel safer and are safer, and Minneapolis is a more 
vibrant and bustling city, when there are people outside using the sidewalks and 
pedestrian paths. 

• Walking and walkable environments support the local economy. Vibrant public spaces 
are attractive to both employers and employees when choosing where to locate, and 
pedestrians support local businesses while en-route to other destinations.  

• Walking is a great way to maintain physical fitness, it’s good for your mental health, 
and it’s good for your pocketbook since walking is free. 

• Walking is good for the environment since it’s a form of transportation that doesn’t 
pollute or use fossil fuels. 

• Walking is an essential mode of travel and serves everyone who lives, works, plays 
in and visits Minneapolis. Everyone walks, whether young or old, whether on foot or 
using a mobility device, whether as a walking trip alone or in conjunction with 
driving, taking transit or bicycling. 

• Walking is enjoyable. A good walking environment provides interesting places and 
opportunities for informal social interaction, making the journey as important as the 
destination.  
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