
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Public Works 

 
 
Date:  April 21, 2015 
 
To:   Honorable Kevin Reich, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 

 
Subject:  Draft Protected Bikeways Update to the Minneapolis Bicycle Master 

Plan 
 
 
Recommendation: 

Receive and file the Draft Protected Bikeways Update to the Minneapolis 
Bicycle Master Plan 

 
Previous Directives:   

April 29, 2014 – City Council received and filed update on the development of 
the Protected Bikeways Update to the Minneapolis Bicycle Master Plan 
June 28, 2013 – City Council adopted the Minneapolis Climate Action Plan. 
June 22, 2011 – City Council approved the Minneapolis Bicycle Master Plan. 

 
Department Information   
 
Prepared by: Simon Blenski, Associate Transportation Planner, 612-673-5012 
 

Approved by:  _______________________________________________ 
  Steven A. Kotke, P.E., Director of Public Works  
 
Presenters in Committee: Simon Blenski, Associate Transportation Planner 

 
Financial Impact 

Action is within the approved budget.  

Community Impact 

City Goals:  

Living well: Minneapolis is safe and livable and has an active and connected way of life. 

Great Places: Natural and built spaces work together and our environment is protected. 

One Minneapolis: Disparities are eliminated so all Minneapolis residents can participate 
and prosper. 



Supporting Information 

A protected bikeway is a bicycle facility that is physically separated from motor vehicle 
traffic. Off-street trails are the most common type of protected bikeway; protected 
bikeways may also be located within street corridors and separated from traffic lanes 
through parked cars, curbs, medians, bollards/flexible traffic posts, planters or other vertical 
feature. 

There is growing commitment to implement protected bikeways in Minneapolis. Protected 
bikeways have been considered in a number of recent street design processes. The current 
Minneapolis Bicycle Master Plan, approved in 2011, addresses a broad range of bikeway 
facility types, including off-street trails, bike boulevards, bike lanes, and shared lanes. It 
does not however, specifically address on-street protected bikeways. The City of 
Minneapolis adopted a Climate Action Plan in 2013 recommends implementing 30 miles of 
on-street protected bike facilities by 2020. The Draft Protected Bikeways Update to the 
Minneapolis Bicycle Master Plan identifies near-term projects to achieve that goal. 

The draft plan update is the result of a year-long planning process that began with a public 
open house and online survey in spring 2014 that sought input on where protected 
bikeways are most needed. City staff used the public input to identify potential locations 
where protected bikeways could be considered, while also considering other areas with high 
bicycle demand, high traffic conflict and good network integration. Staff worked with the 
Bicycle Advisory Committee to identify 19 corridors for further evaluation. 

Of the 19 corridors, 17 were further evaluated by a team of Minneapolis Public Works and 
Hennepin County staff. It was difficult to determine the feasibility of implementing some 
segments due to challenging tradeoffs with existing curb-side uses. This includes significant 
portions of two downtown corridors (Hennepin Ave S/1st Ave N and 5th/6th Streets S); 
these segments are identified as bikeway facility type “to be determined.” The appendix 
contains the results of this feasibility analysis, including a preliminary design concept for 
each corridor. It also includes cost estimates based on a protected bikeway design with 
flexible delineator posts. Costs could be higher based on different design scenarios.   

The recommended near-term protected bikeway projects in this plan update include the 
results of this planning process, as well as protected bikeways that were already 
programmed for implementation in 2015 or later. 

Similar to the current Minneapolis Bicycle Master Plan, it is important to note that this plan 
update is to be used as guidance for the design process. Community input and technical 
factors may result in a different design. As opportunities to implement protected bikeways 
arise, staff will develop engagement plans for each project based on the context of the 
corridor, including type of opportunity (e.g. street resurfacing, street reconstruction), level 
of technical challenges and the range of stakeholders. 

The draft plan was reviewed by the Bicycle Advisory Committee, as well as staff from 
Hennepin County, MnDOT, MPRB, and Metro Transit prior to being released for public review 
and comment in spring 2015. 

The City of Minneapolis will hold an open house meeting on Wednesday, April 29, 4:30-
7:30pm at the Minneapolis Central Library to give the public an opportunity to review the 
draft plan update and provide feedback. 

More information is available on the City’s website: www.minneapolismn.gov/bicycles. 

Attachment 

Draft Protected Bikeways Update to the Minneapolis Bicycle Master Plan 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/bicycles

