
Exhibit I 

Election Day registration errors 
 
Election Day Registration (EDR) represents one of the most challenging tasks that election judges statewide 
contend with on Election Day. For this reason, errors are not uncommon.  

The graph below shows the percentage of errors out of the total Election Day Registrations processed in 
Minneapolis voting precincts (including Ft. Snelling) for five common errors in four major elections.  

 
Number of Election Day registration errors as a percentage of total Election Day registrations, 2012-14 

As demonstrated, this graph shows that for four of the five errors considered, none of these occur at a rate 
above three percent in the four elections analyzed. Three of these four errors are in fact below two percent for 
this same time period. The outlier in this analysis is the ‘Already Registered Same Name/Address’ error, which 
has consistently occurred through these four major elections among over 6% of Election Day Registrations 
processed. During the 2014 Primary, this rate jumped even higher to just above 10%.  

‘Already Registered Same Name/Address’ simply means that a voter completed a registration application and 
voted at the correct precinct when they were already registered and were listed on the Roster of Pre-registered 
Voters for that precinct. This can happen for a number of different reasons. For instance, some voters don’t 
know that if they already have a valid Minnesota voter registration and then move and provide a permanent 
forwarding address to the United States Postal Service that their registration will be updated to their new 
address. If a voter then goes to their new polling place on Election Day without knowing their registration has 
already been updated for them, they may head straight for the Registration table. If this happens, the voter 
spends more time and effort in their polling place on Election Day than necessary to cast their vote. The positive 
side of the coin is that this error can easily be addressed through a combination of training and practice. As it is 
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of the utmost importance to make polling places as efficient as possible for the voting public, there will be 
heavy emphasis on this error during training in the future. 

The table below details the number of Election Day Registration errors as a percentage of the total number of 
Election Day Registrations submitted. Five different types of errors and four major elections have been 
analyzed. 

Election Day registration errors as a percentage of the total number of Election Day registrations submitted 

 

The number of voters who registered in the polls on Election Day in Minneapolis shown below was drastically 
different for the four elections considered. It is for this reason that, in order to compare the four elections in a 
useful way, the number of errors as a percentage of the total number of Election Day Registrations processed in 
each election is used for this analysis.  

 
Number of voters registering in the polls on Election Day 
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Looking at the 2014 General Election in particular, a comparison between Minneapolis and Hennepin County, 
as shown in the graph below, for the same five types of errors shows that Minneapolis nearly matches, or is 
below, the error rate for the whole of Hennepin County for four of those five errors.  For only one, ‘Voted out of 
Precinct,’ Minneapolis was slightly higher by a margin of 0.27%.  

 
Number of Election Day registration errors as a percentage of total Election Day registrations processed 

For the 2014 General Election only ten voting precincts in all of Hennepin County were flawless with regard to 
the processing of the Election Day Registrations; five of those ten are Minneapolis precincts (including Ft. 
Snelling). In addition, 68 Minneapolis precincts were perfect as it pertains to the Roster of Pre-registered Voters. 
This 68 accounts for 224 (~30%) of the precincts in Hennepin County that were perfect in this category.  

The ideal is to eliminate Pre-registered Roster and Election Day Registration mistakes entirely, but it is important 
to recognize that human errors can occur. For this reason, proper training and practice are of the utmost 
importance. Looking to the future, the Division seeks to enhance training in several ways. Among these, 
Elections & Voter Services plans to increase the time that election judges spend in training, diversify the way in 
which lessons are delivered (for example including more interactivity), create options for online training, 
provide self-assessments, and invest more time in practicing the processing of Election Day Registrations in 
particular. Finally, the Division will continue to pursue the use of e-poll books as another viable option to reduce 
errors and enhance voter service. 
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