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MEMO 
To: Charter Commission 

From: City of Minneapolis Clerk’s Department 

Date: 8/4/2015 

RE: Background on City of Minneapolis bonding referendums  

 

 

  

AMENDMENT No. 52  

ADOPTED BY 
REFERENDUM 

Amending Chapter 15, Section 9 of the Minneapolis City 
Charter limiting the bonding power of the city to $15,000,000 
without referendum (submitted to Charter Commission by 
petition with required number of signatures).   

• number registered:  240,072;  number voting:  46,246 

 

Adopted 

Yes - 33,299  

No  - 12,919  

06/12/1973 

 

No. 52, Indebtedness in aggregate amount of more than fifteen million 
dollars shall not be incurred without the approval of the majority of electors 
voting on the question. 
 

Legislative History 
• March 23, 1973 – stating that petitions amending Sec 9 Chap 15 of the City Charter to 

require a referendum on sale of bonds in excess of $15 million, have the required 
number of valid signatures. 

• March 30, 1973 – copy of wording on petition submitted to the Charter Comm 
proposing a Charter amendment on issuance or sale of bonds for capital improvement 
projects in excess of $15 million, as per action of the Council 3/9/1973 directing that the 
W&M Comm report as to the effect such as Charter change would have upon the 
bonding program of the City, if adopted. 

• April 13, 1973 -  reporting on proposed charter amendment to require a referendum on 
issuance & sale of bonds in excess of $15 million. 

 

Background 
• June 5, 1973 – Letter accuses leaders opposed to the Charter change of being ‘elitist’ 

and of ignoring the many signees of the petition. 
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• June 6, 1973 – Report on a Hennepin County district judge issuing a temporary 
restraining order blocking the special election on the Charter Amendment. The concern 
was whether the amendment was unconstitutionally vague and imprecise. 

• June 7, 1973 – Report on then Mayor Stenvig vowing to intervene in the lawsuit that 
had blocked the special election.  

• June 8, 1973 – Report on the Hennepin County district judge reversing the earlier 
decision. 

• June 10, 1973 – Minneapolis tribune editorial board encourages voters to vote ‘no’ on 
Charter amendment. They believed that the language was too vague, did not provide for 
inflation, and that the method of referendum was a poor way to decide capital 
improvement projects. 

• June 11, 1973 – Extensive report on the controversy surrounding the referendum and 
details about the arguments for both sides.  

• June 13, 1973 – Report on the Charter amendment passing by a wide margin. 
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AMENDMENT NO. 145 

ADOPTED BY REFERENDUM 

Amending Chapter 15, of the Minneapolis City Charter, 
adding a new Section 13 relating to putting professional 
sports facility financing before the voters. 

• number registered:  208,150;  number voting:  96,772 

General Election 

 

Adopted 

Yes - 62,042  

 No  - 26,468  

11/04/1997 

 

No. 145, Professional sports facilities funding, Chapter 15, Section 13 
 

Legislative History 
• June 27, 1997 - Proposed petition for referendum to amend Chap 15 of Charter relating 

to Board of Estimate & Taxation, adding a new Section 13 relating to funding for 
professional sports facilities.  

• July 11, 1997 – Proposed amendment to Chapter 15 of Charter relating to Board of 
Estimate & Taxation, adding a new Section 14 relating to funding for professional sports 
facilities. 

• Sept 12, 1997 – letter from Chair Commission relating to proposed amendments to City 
Charter Chapter 15 regarding Board of Estimate & Taxation, adding a new Section 13 
relating to financing professional sports facilities & certification of charter petition 
w/8,155 names. 

• Sept 12, 1997 – Sports facilities financing (proposed charter amendment no 145): letter 
from charter commission chair transmitting petition to city council, pursuant to Minn 
Stat 410.12(3);2  
 

Background 
• November 2, 1997 - 1 – Letter to the editor outlining objections to the Star Tribune’s editorial.  

• November 2, 1997 – 2 – Report on the referendum showing voters are evenly split on the fate of 
the referendum. Backers and critics said that confusion about the referendum and the possible 
sale of the Vikings might be factors in the results.  

• November 3, 1997 – Article written to clear up lingering questions about the referendum. 

• November 5, 1997 – Report on voters overwhelmingly approving amendment.  
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