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RESOLUTION
ofthe

CITY OF
MINNEAPOLIS

By Reich

App,orririg the physhal design component of the preliminary design plans for the Southwest Conidor Li8tt
RailTransit PEject in the Gty of Minneapolis.

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis passed Resolution 2014R-352 on August 29, 2074, approving the physical

design component of the preliminary design plans for the Southwest Corridor Light Rail Transit Project in the
City of Minneapolis as submitted to the City in July of 2014; and

Whereas, the statements and positions asserted in Resolution 2014R-362 continue to be valid for the City

council of the City of Minneapolis; and

Whereat continued design and engineering by the Metropolitan Council resulted in an updated project cost
estimate of S1.994 billion; and

Whereat project partners and stakeholders engaged in discussions regarding project scope reductions that
resulted in changes in the project and a new project scope and related cost estimate of S1.Zl4 billion; and

Whereat the Metropolitan Council has submitted the revised version ofthe physical design component ofthe
preliminary design plans for the Southwest Corridor Light Rail Transit Project for approval by Hennepin County
and the cities of Eden Prairie, Minnetonka, Hopkint St. Louis Park, and Minneapolis per Minnesota Statutet
Section 473.3994 Subd. 3;

NoW Therefore, Be lt Resofued by The City Council ofThe City of Minneapolis:

That the City of Minneapolis approves the physical design component of the preliminary design plans for the
Southwest Crridor Li8ht Rail Transit Project that were submitted to the City by the Metropolitan Council in

order to fulfill the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, Section 473.3994, Subd. 3.

Certilied as an official aclion o, the City Council: @
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RESOLUTION
of the

CITY OF
MINNEAPOLIS

By Reich, Palmisano, and Bender

Conveying the Citys concerns to the railroad companies and th€ Metropolitan Council regarding

freight rail safety in the Southwest tiSht Rail Corridor and the citY of Minneapolis.

Whereas, the Minnesota legislature in 2015 updated Minnesota laws chapter 312 which calling on the

State to "analyze preparedness and impacts to public safety from transportation of ethanol by rail"; and

whereas, the Minnesota legislature updated Statutes 115E to include additional safety and spill

response reporting for trains carrying oil and ethanol; and

Whereas, 19,0O0 Minneapolis residents live in the evacuation zone of a possible oil, ethanol, and other

high hazardous flammable materials train explosion in the Kenilworth corridor and Downtown

Minneapolis; and

Whereas, the Federal Railroad Administration has found the risks of an explosion from ethanol tankers

to be similar to those of carrying crude oil; and

Whereas, the utilization of unit trains carrying eighty or more ethanol and other flammable tanker cars

throuBh the Kenilworth Corridor and downtown Minneapolis is increasing; and

Whereas, Twin City and Western Railroad has opposed public disclosure of state required spill

prevention and clean-up plans;

Now, Therefore, Be lt Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis:

That the City of Minneapolis convey via letter a request that railroad companies traveling in the

Kenilworth corridor and parts of downtown Minneapolis that are co-located with light rail:

. publicly disclose emergency response and spill prevention plans; and

. begin a process with city and local neighborhood organizations and citizens groups to address

community concerns; and
o publicly disclose routing decision plans and present options for rerouting of oil, ethanol, and other

high hazardous flammable trains from the Kenilworth Corridor during SWLRT construction; and

. report to the city the extent of its liability insurance for spills, fires, and explosions and items

covered under that insurance.
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Be lt Further Resolved that the city of Minneapolis convey via letter a request to the Metropolitan

Councilto:
o prepare a report to the Minneapolis City Council regarding rail safety measures undertaken in other

communities in the United States where light rail transit is co-located with crude oil and ethanol

trains; and
. ensure that the Final Environmental lmpact Statement for the Southwest Light Rail Project include

discussion of emergency response planning for an ethanol, oil, or other hazardous materials train

incident; and
. discuss measures the Metropolitan Council will take to ensure that railroads operating in the

corridor respond to the above-mentioned requests from the City of Minneapolis ofthe railroads.
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Cerlified as an otficial action ot the City Council:
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