
Bid Committee Minneapolis City Council  



+ 2010       Shanghai, China  
+ 2012       Yeosu, Korea 
+ 2015       Milan, Italy  
+ 2017        Astana, Kazakhstan 
+ 2020        Dubai, UAE 
+ 2023        Minnesota 

 

+ Recent and Planned Expos 



+ 1962  Seattle 
+ 1964   New York 
+ 1968   San Antonio 
+ 1974   Spokane 
+ 1982   Knoxville 
+ 1984   New Orleans 
+ 1992   Chicago 

 

+ Successful Recent US World Fair Bids 



 
+ 10 to 15 million Expo and 

convention-related tourists 
+ Millions of visitors via the 

internet  
+ Pavilions from over 100 

countries, corporations and civic 
groups    
 

 

+ Bringing the World to Minnesota 



 
 

 

+ Another High-Profile Event for Minnesota 



 
+Leverage current and 

future infrastructures to 
maximize our superior 
connectivity 

+Excellent options for 60-
acre site enables flexible 
design and multiple 
private sector partners. 

 
 

+ We’re a Region that Invests in our Future 



+ Privately financed 
+ Bi-partisan political backing at state and federal level 
+ Local support within state and region 
+ Aligned with public goals to attract talent, promote 

STEM, and to boost tourism, trade, and foreign-direct 
investment. 

+ Branding of the region  
 

+ Private – Public Partnerships 



 
 

+ Expo 2023 Vision 



 
 

+ Health and Wellness Themes 
Medicine and Healthcare 

Mental, Emotional and 
Spiritual Health 

Food, Diet and Nutrition 

Clean Water, Air and 
Environment 

Recreation, Arts and Beauty 

Exercise, Fitness and Sports 

Public, Population and 
Occupational  Health 

Professional and Popular 
Education 

Technology Innovation, 
Telemedicine and Security  

Life Sciences, Biosciences and 
Genomics  

Integrative Health and 
Healing 

Financial Fitness and Wellness 



+ Expo 2023 – Legal Structures 

501(c)(6) and 501 (c)(3) 
Non-profit associations with 
responsibility to develop the bid  
Co-Chairs – Marilyn Carlson Nelson 
and Lois Quam 
CEO/President – Mark Ritchie 



 
 

+ Bid Co-Chair Leadership  

Marilyn Carlson Nelson Lois Quam 



+ Expo 2023 Extensive Media Coverage 



+ BID TIMELINE AND BUDGET 

Kick-off  
Media Blitz 

Bi-partisan delegations  
Milan Expo 2015 

  
Official Bid 

Expected Vote 2017 
Budget for Bid Process $1.5M 

April 2015 Summer 
 2015 

May 2016 



+ Expo 2023 Minnesota – Overall Bid 
Coordination 

+ Tunheim – Project Management, 
Strategic Consulting 

+ HGA – Site Design, Bid Preparation 
and Design  

+ University of Minnesota Carlson 
School of Management – Business 
Plan Consulting 

 

+ Bid Development Team 



Jonathan Aanestad 
Margaret Anderson-
Kelliher 
Peter Bell 
Bill Blazer 
Rudy Boschwitz 
John Edman 
Tom Fisher 
Cristina Gillette 
 

 
 

+ Minnesota World’s Fair Advisory Group 
 Honorary Co-Chairs: Walter Mondale, Arne Carlson, Marilyn Carlson Nelson 

Tim Griffin 
Dan Grigsby 
Sue Haigh 
Steve Heckler 
Steve Hunegs 
Tim Korby 
Judge LaJune Lange 
Michael Langley 
Kevin Lewis 
Nancy Maeker 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry Melander 
Patricia Mitchell 
Seann Nelipinath 
Sue Perpich  
Lois Quam 
Maureen Reed 
Mark Ritchie 
Lenny Russo 
Eric Schwartz 
Nida Shoubash 
 
 
 
 

Patricia Simmons 
Jeff Smedsrud 
Cecily Sommers 
Trisha Stark 
Will Steger 
Melvin Tennant 
Kathy Tunheim 
Jack Uldrich 
Steve Young 
Sri Zaheer 
 



 
 

+ Support for Minnesota Expo Around the Country 
 

Philadelphia 



THANK YOU 
MARK RITCHIE 
CEO 
EXPO 2023  
612.231.7707   
MARK@EXPO2023.INFO 
 
 

mailto:mark@expo2023.info
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