
The trend:  
Clustering of innovative businesses mixed up with urbanity, access to 

transit, and neighborhood amenities, all proximate to a major 
knowledge & research center. 



 
 
 
 

Suburban Innovation District concepts of the 1970s 

Research Triangle Park, Raleigh / 
Durham, NC 



The new geography of innovation is urban. 

 

Seattle, South Lake Union 



{{ 

UMN a top-ten 
research university 

globally. 

9th among public research 
universities in science & 

engineering research 
expenditures >>>  

<<<Over $800 million 
grants & contracts awarded 

to UMN annually. 

Within the last year, UMN 
spun off 15 new firms. 



The new geography of innovation is urban.

MIT/Kendall Square Innovation District



The area bridges two cities, and is a regionally significant development opportunity area. 
(City of St. Paul to act on similar resolution on August 5, 2015) 

It abuts a research university on both sides. 
It is served by an LRT transit station on the Green Line, connecting the two downtowns. 

It’s community-led and advances a vision consistent with City goals. 

 

The proposed pilot district site enjoys locational advantage. 



Source: Smart Growth America , in partnership with Cushman 
& Wakefield and George Washington University 

(showing MSP regional detail only) 



Source: Smart Growth America , in partnership with Cushman 
& Wakefield and George Washington University 



The proposed use is of high economic value in the region. 

Source: EMSI Analyst 

(compare to Manufacturing multiplier of 1.58) 



Source: Smart Growth America , in partnership with Cushman 
& Wakefield and George Washington University 



How could this contribute to city goals? 
 

• Job creation 

• Amplify development area of regional significance 

• New and desired density (toward the City population goal) 

• New tax base 

• Transit Oriented Development 

• Pilot  “next city” sustainability concepts 
 
 



The trend:  
Clustering of innovative businesses mixed up with urbanity, access to 

transit, and neighborhood amenities, all proximate to a major 
knowledge & research center. 



Today’s Proposal 
 

•Two proposed actions 

•Creating new district definition 

•Designating first one 

•Acknowledgment of existing work underway 

•Guidance for future work and resource requests 

•No resource allocation as part of today’s decisions 
 
 



Innovation District Definition 
 

•Criteria for districts 

•Size and scale, multiple uses 

•District systems 

•Significance of outcomes 

•Partnerships and collaborations 

•Intent around districts 

•City involvement at staff level 

•Consideration for technical studies 

•Consideration for funding 

•Consideration for regulatory change 



University Avenue  
Innovation District 

 

•Why here? 

•Green Line LRT investment 

•Recent City policy support 

•Prospect North initiative 

•University of Minnesota role 

•Why now? 

•Pending development projects 

•Extensive partnership  

•Leverage capital investment 

•Joint effort with City of St. Paul 
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