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City Time  to  Implement   Ban/Fee Plastic  Cost Paper  Cost Plastic  Requirements Paper  Requirements Plastic  Exemption Thickness  Exemption People  Exemption Fines Other  Notes
San  Francisco 6  months  for  retail.  18  

months  for  food.
Both n/a 10¢ Must  have  cert  logo  and  

compostable
Paper  bags  labeled  with  
40%  post-­consumer  
recycled  content

Contain  loose  bulk  items  such  
as  produce,  nuts,  grains,  
candy,  meat,  fish,  or  small  
hardware,  newspaper,  laundry  
or  dry  cleaning  bags,  etc.

n/a The  charge  does  not  apply  
to  WIC,  EBT,  SNAP,  and  
food  stamp  program  
transactions.

$100-­$500 The  10  cent  charge  must  be  listed  as  a  single  line  item  on  the  customer’s  
receipt  and  is  not  taxable.  Reusable  checkout  bags  designed  for  at  least  
125  uses  and  are  washable.

Seattle 6  months Both n/a 5¢ Prohibits  all  Seattle  retail  
stores  from  providing  
customers  with  single-­use  
plastic  carryout  (shopping)  
bags,  including  those  
advertised  as  compostable,  
biodegradable,  
photodegradable  or  similar.

5¢  minimum  for  "typical"  
large  paper  bag.  Allows  
retail  stores,  at  their  
discretion,  to  charge  for  
smaller  bags  or  provide  
them  free.Requires  that  
bags  to  which  the  5-­cent  
charge  applies  contain  at  
least  40  percent  post-­
consumer  recycled  fiber  
and  display  the  minimum  
recycled  content  on  the  
outside  of  the  bag.

Plastic  bags  used  in  stores  for  
bulk  items  or  to  protect  
vegetables,  meat,  fish  and  
poultry,  frozen  foods,  flowers,  
deli  foods  and  similar  where  
moisture  would  be  a  problem  
are  exempt.  Plastic  bags  for  
take-­out  orders  from  
restaurants  are  allowed,  
though  use  of  recyclable  paper  
bags  is  encouraged.  Dry-­
cleaner,  newspaper,  and  door-­
hanger  bags  and  plastic  bags  
sold  in  packages  containing  
multiple  bags  intended  for  use  
as  garbage  bags  or  to  contain  
pet  waste,  or  approved  
compostable  food  and  yard  
waste  bags  are  exempt.

2.25mil  or  thicker Customers  using  vouchers  
or  electronic  benefit  cards  
from  state  or  federal  food  
assistance  programs  for  
grocery  purchases  are  
exempt  from  the  5-­cent  
paper  bag  charge.

$250 Requires  retail  stores  to  show  all  bag-­charges  on  customer  receipts;;  stores  
keep  all  revenue.  The  charge  is  a  taxable  retail  sale.

Portland 3  months,  updated  1  year  
later

Both n/a Optional Paper  bags  labeled  with  
40%  post-­consumer  
recycled  content

The  ban  exempts  plastic  bags  
used  for  produce,  meat  and  
bulk  food  at  grocery  stores.  
Pharmacists  dispensing  
medicine  may  use  plastic  bags  
to  protect  a  customer's  privacy.

4mil  or  thicker $100-­$500 Started  with  grocery  stores  and  pharmacies  in  2011,  expanded  to  
everyone  in  2013.  March  1  for  over  10,000  sq  ft  and  Oct  1  for  everyone  
else.

LA 6  months  10000sqft+  or  
$2mil  revenue,  18  months  
for  everyone  else

Both 100%  recyclable  and  made  
from  40%  post-­consumer  
material

Any  bag  without  handles  used  
to  carry  produce,  meats,  or  
other  food  items  to  the  point  of  
sale  inside  a  store  or  to  prevent  
such  food  items  from  coming  
into  direct  contact  with  other  
purchased  items

2.25mil  or  thicker $100-­$250

Chicago 6  months Both* n/a Free Banned  for  stores  larger  
than  10,000  sqft  or  chain  of  
(3+  stores)

40%  post-­consumer  
required.

Bags  that  protect  one  item  from  
another.

2.25mil  or  thicker Dine-­in  restaurants $300-­$500

Austin 4  months Both n/a Free Must  contain  a  minimum  of  
40%  recycled  content  
beginning  March  1,  2013,  
and  contain  a  minimum  
80%  recycled  content  by  
March  1,  2014.

Single  use  plastic  carryout  
bags  allowed  only  where  
necessary  to  prevent  moisture  
damage;;  pharmaceutical  Bags  
and  Veterinarian  Bags,  
laundry,  Newspaper  and  Waste  
Bags,  such  as  laundry  dry  
cleaning  bags,  door-­hangar  
bags,  newspaper  bags,  or  
packages  of  multiple  bags  
intended  for  use  as  garbage,  
pet  waste,  or  yard  waste.

4mil  or  thicker Bags  used  by  a  non-­profit  
corporation  or  other  hunger  
relief  charity  to  distribute  
food,  grocery  products,  
clothing,  or  other  household  
items.

$100-­$1000 Read  municipal  code  on  signage,  they  went  a  bit  crazy  there

Washington  DC 9  months Fee 5¢ 5¢ All  plastic  disposable  
carryout  bags  provided  
must  be  100%  recyclable.

All  paper  disposable  
carryout  bags  provided  
must  be  100%  recyclable.  
All  disposable  paper  
carryout  bags  must  contain  
a  minimum  of  40%  
post-consumer  recycled  
content.

A  bag  used  by  a  customer  
inside  stores;;  unwrapped  
prepared  foods  or  bakery  
goods;;  pharmacist  to  contain  
prescription  drugs;;  newspaper  
bag,  door-­hanger  bag,  laundry-­
dry  cleaning  bag,  or  bags  sold  
in  a  package  intended  for  use  
as  garbage,  pet  waste,  or  yard  
waste  bags;;  paper  carryout  
bag  provided  to  a  customer  to  
take  food  away  from  a  
restaurant  with  seating

2.25mil  or  thicker $100-­$500 $0.01  cents  are  kept  by  the  retailer,  $0.04  is  passed  along  to  the  city.  
Voluntary  Carryout  Bag  Credit  Program  means  $0.05  discount  given  to  
customer,  store  can  keep  additional  $0.01  of  fee.

Dallas 9  months Fee 5¢ 5¢ None None Reusable  bags.  Laundry,  dry  
cleaning  or  garment  bags;;  
biodegradable  door-­hanger  or  
newspaper  bags;;  trash,  yard  
and  pet  waste  bags;;  produce,  
meat,  nut,  grains,  and  product  
bags  inside  carryout  bags;;  
recyclable  paper  bags  from  
pharmacies  and  veterinarians;;  
recyclable  paper  take  home  
bags  from  restaurants  unless  a  
plastic  bag  or  film  is  used  to  
prevent  moisture  damage  from  
soup,  sauces  and  liquids.

There  are  standards  for  
reusable  bags.

None Respond  to  complaints  from  
residents  and  provide  
proactive  inspections  of  
business  establishments.  
Conduct  periodic  audits.  
Citations  up  to  $500  per  day.

Feee  applies  to  single-­use  carryout  bags.  Fee  must  be  separate  line  item  
on  receipt.  Annual  registration  is  required  for  each  business  location  where  
single-­use  bags  are  provided  to  customers.  There  is  no  fee  to  register.  
Businesses  must  remit  90%  of  the  environmental  fee  to  the  city  quarterly.  
The  remaining  10%  can  be  used  by  the  business  for  specific  purposes.  
Businesses  must  maintain  detailed  records  of  the  number  of  single-­use  
bags  supplied  to  customers.  Businesses  must  post  signage  in  each  
customer  parking  area  encouraging  individuals  to  bring  their  own  reusable  
carryout  bags.  Businesses  must  also  post  signs  in  the  store.


