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Subject:  
Upper Harbor Terminal Title Clearance 
 
Description:  
Passage of Resolution authorizing the City to file an application to register title to portions of the 
Upper Harbor Terminal site and take related title clearance actions. 
 
Previous Actions:  
• On July 23, 2004, the City Council authorized an Operating Agreement with River Services Inc. 
to manage and operate the City’s Upper Harbor River Terminal from 2005 through 2014. Article 
VI of the agreement required annual approval of the Terminal’s Operating Budget for the 
ensuing year. The City Council approved the budget annually with the most recent approval on 
February 7, 2014, for the 2014 budget.  
• On December 6, 2013, the City Council authorized the execution of a contract for an Upper 
Harbor Terminal redevelopment technical study.  
• On December 5, 2014, the City Council authorized the execution of an interim management 
agreement with River Services, Inc.  
• On January 16, 2015, the City Council adopted a legislative agenda that included seeking 
special tax increment legislation to assist with the redevelopment of the Upper Harbor Terminal.  
• On July 24, 2015, the City Council accepted an investigation grant from the Metropolitan 
Council and approved related actions.  
• On January 15, 2016, the City Council authorized execution of a Memorandum of 
understanding with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to guide a collaborative request 
for qualifications process to seek a master developer for Phase I of site redevelopment. 
 
 
Ward/Address:  
Ward 4 
3360 1st St. N.; 3800 1st St. N.; 3639 Washington Ave. N.; 3648 Washington Ave. N.; 3700 
Washington Ave. N.; 3701 Washington Ave. N. .; 51 34th Ave. N.; 2 36th Ave. N.; 51 36th Ave. N. 

 
Background/Analysis:  
In anticipation of the eventual conveyance of the Upper Harbor Terminal (UHT) site for park and 
private redevelopment, City staff has initiated the process of clearing title to the site. The 
various portions of the site were assembled over a period of time through multiple methods, 
resulting in several title defects. Title registration is needed in order to eventually provide clean 
title to private developer(s). An application for registration is being drafted by legal counsel for 
this purpose.  
 



 
 
 
Minnesota Statutes, Sections 508A.03 and 508.03(6) require that a City resolution authorize a 
request for registration. This report recommends adoption of the attached resolution 
authorizing the City to file an application for registration of the title for those appropriate 
portions of the site and to take such other routine administrative steps as are needed to clear 
the title. 
 
In addition to this registration process, staff is expecting to return in the future for approval of 
the re-platting of portions of the site and vacation of various unused alley and street stubs. 
 
 
Financial Review:  
No additional appropriation required, amount included in current budget. 
 
☐  Future budget impact anticipated. 
 
☐ Approved by the Permanent Review Committee.  
 
☐ Meets Small and Underutilized Business Program goals.   
 
Attachments:  

1. Resolution 
 


