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Stormwater Management in 
Minneapolis 

• Federal Clean Water Act - 1972 
 

• National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) 

• Industrial 
• Construction 
• Municipal 
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Cuyahoga River, 1969 
Photos: Ohio Historical Society 

Plain Dealer file: Former reporter Richard Ellers says he didn't appreciate the thickness of the 
pollution on Cuyahoga River until he dipped his hand into it. The photo was taken in the 1960s. 
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Stormwater Management Program 

• Highlights Include: 
• Educate the public and city staff 
• Detect and eliminate illicit discharges 
• Implement requirements for development projects 
• Control erosion from construction sites 
• Control pollutants from municipal operations 
• Construct and maintain public facilities that remove 

pollutants  
• Monitoring 
• Coordination and cooperation with other entities 
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 

• Public education 
• Pesticides and fertilizer control 
• Water quality monitoring 
• Urban forestry 
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Public Education  
Earth Day Clean-Up 
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Mississippi River 
Green Team 

9 

 



 

10 

37th Ave North Greenway 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• http://www.mndragonfly.org/  
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http://www.mndragonfly.org/


Pesticides and Fertilizer Control 
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Camden Pond – 1-Day Post Burn 

Camden Pond Vegetation Management - Burning 



Monitoring 
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Monitoring 
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Alley Site 
Street Site 

Shade Tree 

37th Ave North Greenway Iron Enhanced Sand Filter Monitoring Sites 

Alley Monitoring Site installed Cement shop drilling access holes and anchors 



Monitoring 
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Stormwater 
Pond 

Lyndale Farmstead Dog Park 

Collecting bacteria grab samples  



Monitoring 

• Future Monitoring Efforts: 
 

• Macroinvertebrates (bugs) 
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Metro Blooms 
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Metro Blooms 

• ADD PHOTOS – BECKY RICE 
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• http://www.minneapolismn.gov/publicworks/stormwater/stenciling  
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http://www.minneapolismn.gov/publicworks/stormwater/stenciling
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New Initiative 

• Adopt a Drain program 
 

• www.minneapolismn.gov/AdoptADrain   
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http://www.minneapolismn.gov/AdoptADrain


Detect and eliminate illicit 
discharges 
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Watershed Organizations 
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Bassett Creek WMO 
2012 Bassett Creek Project 
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Before 

After 



Bassett Creek WMO 
2017 Bassett Creek Project 
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Bassett Creek WMO 
Bassett Creek Project – Next Phase 
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Thank you 
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Questions? 
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