Calhoun Area Residents Action Group (CARAG)
Pedestrian-Oriented Overlay District Comments

The following comments were drafted by the CARAG Land Use & Transportation
Committee and approved as official CARAG feedback on October 18, 2016.

0

A correlating plan for pedestrian-oriented public realm improvements
should be put in place to be implemented when development and road
maintenance occurs. For example, developers and Public Works staff should
be encouraged to add bump-outs, durable crosswalk markings, and
streetscape elements (i.e. boulevard trees, pedestrian-level lighting, benches,
etc.) when projects occur within the district.

Public works should implement improved pedestrian safety guidelines in
their maintenance protocols for streets within PO districts.

0 Any mill & overlay, or tar and chip sealcoating should be included im-
bedded long-lasting, high visibility “zebra” style crosswalks

0 Curb bump-outs should be incorporated with ADA sidewalk ramp re-
pairs
0 New signals and lights should not include actuated push buttons ("beg
buttons”) for pedestrians - crosswalk signals by right
Extend the POD south of W. 31st Street on Hennepin Avenue to include the
Bank of the Lakes properties, and consider extending it further to W. 36th
Street.
Extend the POD south of W. 31st Street on Lyndale Avenue to include the Re-
deemer properties, and consider extending it further south to W. 36th Street.
Add bonuses for things that make the pedestrian experience more appealing
such as bonuses for constructing multiple storefronts/ primary doors per
block face- not just for parking.

0 Encourage small retail spaces to support local business with density
bonuses

0 Encourage walkout housing with stoops
Pleased with the new FAR of 1, two-story building requirement, and reduc-
tion in the amount of street frontage allowed for parking lots.
Building massing and height should relate in proportion to the right of way
and street width - taller buildings create a comfortable pedestrian environ-
ment when paired with wider sidewalks & tree lined boulevards

0 ROW Trees should be required to be planted in accordance to best
practices such as structural soils, 5ft planting beds so allow for long
term mature tree growth - no more 10yr half dead trees in crushed
metal grates.

A garage door facing a POD street should be allowed if it replaces an allowed
20ft curb cut with a smaller 16ft garage door for structured parking and is
incorporated in a well detailed architectural street frontage.



NEIGHBORHOOD

To: Brian Schaffer 19 October, 2016
Cc. CM Lisa Bender

Re: Hennepin Lyndale Nicollet Lake PO Study

Dear Brian,

Thank you for attending the 12 October, 2016 Public Meeting hosted by LHENA. Your presence and that
of Ward 10 Staff Lindsey Wallace proved valuable for public assessment of the proposed Hennepin
Lyndale Lake Lagoon Pedestrian Overlay rezoning.

The session did raise additional questions (attached) which were emailed to you on October 16" and we
are very interested in your response. Those present from LHENA/the Wedge Neighborhood, CARAG,
Whittier, and East Isles included people who are both “generally” for and “generally” against the
proposed PO, the descriptive word “general” resulted as many felt we needed clarification and more
information before a full decision could be made.

The Wedge neighborhood is focused on environment and pedestrian safety. Along with questions, a
few concerns were raised at this meeting. These concerns primarily focused on possible negative
impacts on the environment, traffic, and pedestrian safety that could result from this plan during future
development.

Due to these concerns, LHENA has a few additional questions requests the following information;

1) Question: Has the city conducted an analysis of environmental impacts of the proposed PO district?
This question focuses on air quality (circulation), water quality (stormwater run-off and water table),
and including green space in all plans.

Requested Actions:
o The City provide LHENA and publicly share existing analyses of environmental impacts in the
proposed district, pro and con.
e |f a thorough analysis does not exist, then we request the City conduct an environmental impact
study and publicly share existing analyses of environmental impacts in the proposed district, pro
and con.
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2) Question: Has the city conducted an analysis of the placement of the driveways and parking lots and
their impacts within the proposed PO district?

This question focuses on parking lots (impact on adjacent residential lots, driveways, and where traffic
from the parking lots will be vented) and the deletion of the TDMP requirements. Also, the impact on
pedestrian safety with the possible directing of traffic onto neighborhood streets.

Requested Actions:
e The City provide LHENA and publicly share existing analyses of environmental impacts in the
proposed district, pro and con.
e |f athorough analysis does not exist, then we request the City conduct an environmental impact
study and publicly share existing analyses of environmental impacts in the proposed district, pro
and con.

Thank you,
Frank Brown

President, LHENA
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List of Questions resulting from the public meeting hosted by LHENA on 12 October, 2016 and
attended by residents of LHENA/the Wedge, CARAG, Whittier, and East Isles

The responses to these questions will be forwarded to those that attended the meeting and the Staff for
those neighborhoods.

1 This is stated as being a Pedestrian Overlay “Study”. Please send us a link to the “study” that
was completed resulting in the recommendation for the proposed Pedestrian Overlay ordinance
change.

2 Is there an easier way to access all of this information on the city website?

3 Sensitive transitions were included in the Uptown Small Area Plan.

A. With most external parking being moved to the rear of a building if it is not within the
building, how do you plan to protect/address residential properties adjacent to the parking lots?

B. Regarding usage behind the commercial buildings that back up to residential areas. Are there
provisions for trucks loading/unloading/garbage?

C. Noise?

D. What is the plan to ensure sensitive transitions from commercial to residential regarding
parking and new 4 story + CUP (up to 6 story) buildings?

4 Traffic and Parking

A. Will traffic from the parking lots be pushed into the interior corridors?

B. As the requirement for the TDMP is being removed, what is the mechanism in place to
address localized traffic issues?

C. Will there be some driveways still on main corridors?

D. With driveways directed onto side streets, how will this impact pedestrian safety?

E. Is there a plan to accommodate residents with physical limitations or disabilities that have
difficulty walking, especially in winter, including walking from rear parking lots and bus stops?

F. Has there been a recent study on how these changes will effect traffic flow within the
neighborhoods?

G. Do you anticipate that traffic will increase with the planned transition to minimum 2 story to
4-6 story buildings?

H. If there is expectation for increased traffic and increased trucks on residential streets and
alleys, what is the plan for street maintenance?

I. Are all the new apartments fully occupied and what is their current effect on traffic?

5 Clarification on what can be built

A. What are the mixed use requirements, if any?

B. Uptown neighborhoods are seeing more and more bars in the proposed PO district, do these
guidelines impact this?

C. What are the limits/provisions that can be put on commercial use close to residential areas to
protect the residential areas?

D. On a commercial corridor, what are the legal conditions a developer must meet to goto 6
stories?



4

E. How do foundations, building on a hill, mezzanines, and the new % story ordinance effect the
final height?

F. Which takes precedent; the Small Area Plans, the regular zoning district, or the Overlay
district?

6 Environmental Impact due to the new building guidelines including 8 ft setbacks

A. Does the city have any plans to mitigate the increased run off?

B. Will requirements be put in place, such as permeable pavers or boulevards, to address this?

C. 3 stories of underground parking are proposed for the development at 26th and Lyndale and
2 stories of underground parking at Franklin and Lyndale. With this and all other new construction
within the proposed PO District, how does this affect the watershed district and water table?

D. It would be helpful to understand the infrastructure underneath the proposed PO District
and future construction. Has there been an environmental impact study done on this area regarding
runoff and the impact on our water table?

E. If passed, this proposal will be used as a plan for future development of the area including the
height of buildings, transitions, and setbacks. Has there been a recent analysis of environmental or air
quality/movement done on the neighborhoods within and surrounded by the proposed PO District?

G. Are there recent studies the city can provide of a dense geographically similar area?

7 Design guidelines

A. There is not currently a design review, besides building height and window placement, what
other guidelines can be put in place in the PO to assure appropriateness of design to the surrounding
area.

B. Can developers be held to building the plan that was approved? Are there repercussions in
place or will there be with this PO?

8 Details

A. There seems to be some generalization in the proposed Pedestrian Overlay rezoning. Will
more detail be filled in, and if so, will it be prior to enactment?
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