Minneapolis Healthy Corner Store Program
The 10 stores that are part of the Healthy Corner Store pilot project were selected through an application process.  Working closely with the store owners and managers, MDHFS staff identified barriers they had in stocking and selling fresh produce. Among the top issues MDHFS helped to resolve was finding a wholesaler who could provide and deliver produce at a more affordable price, along with support in handling, storing and displaying healthy foods. Based on visual assessment of the stores and interviews with owners and managers, each store has received:

· Assistance with product display and store layout design ( e.g., use of tiered display baskets at the counter where healthy “grab and go” foods could be featured such as apples, bananas, pre-cut produce, celery with peanut butter; use of baskets in coolers to make produce stand out from other goods).

· Signage to draw customers’ attention to healthy food options.

· System to track sales of fresh produce.

· Training on proper produce handling to maximize shelf life, e.g., determining which produce should be refrigerated or not.

· Stipend to use toward their first order from produce/healthy food wholesaler.

· Promotion and coordination of kick-off events to introduce residents to the store improvements
To determine effectiveness of the effort, MDHFS will track the stores’ sales data of fresh produce for the duration of the project (June 30, 2011). The data will indicate if the program sustains or boosts store sales. If the project proves successful, City officials hope to expand it city wide. The project also helps stores comply with the City’s Staple Foods Ordinance, which requires grocery stores to carry at least five types of perishable produce.

STORE CELEBRATION EVENTS 
NOV. 6 – DEC. 18 
(See locations below. Events include food tastings and/or demos)
NORTH MINNEAPOLIS

1. Vitalife Pharmacy Rx, 4151 Fremont Ave N, 55412 

· Oct. 25: food tasting and demo, 5-6 p.m.

2. Lowry Food Market*, 628 Lowry Ave. N., 55411
Significant change in store layout; for before and after coverage, actual store redesign occurring on Nov. 

· Nov. 6: food tasting and demo, 1-2 p.m.
3. One Stop Station, 1604 W. Broadway, 55411

·  Nov. 13: food tasting and demo, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
4. Northside Food Market, 3559 Lyndale Ave. N., 55412

· Dec. 11: food tasting and demo, 4-5 p.m.
5. Glenwood Market, 1501 Glenwood Ave. N., 55404

· Dec. 18: food tasting and demo, 1-2 p.m.
PHILIPS/POWDERHORN
6. Cedar Food & Grill*, 2600 Cedar Ave. S., 55407
Near Little Earth, customer base primarily Native American; produce will reflect diversity of neighborhood residents.

· Nov. 13: food tasting and demo, 4-5 p.m.
7. Neighborhood Grocery*, 814 East Franklin Ave., 55404
Smaller store presented unique challenge in featuring healthy foods and produce.

· Nov. 20: food tasting and demo, 1-2 p.m.
SEWARD/CEDAR RIVERSIDE
8. Shabelle Grocery*, 2325 E. Franklin, 55406
· Nov. 6: food tasting and demo; time: 4-5 p.m.

9. West Bank Grocery, 417 Cedar Ave. S., 55454 

· Dec. 4: food tasting and demo, 1-2 p.m.
STANDISH-ERICSSON 
10. Flag Foods*, 2820 East 42nd St., 55406 
Store selected based on proximity to Roosevelt High School whose students frequent Flag Foods; store celebration will include participation of Roosevelt Health Careers students who have been active in the redesign of the store and Health Careers Coordinator Michael O’Conner; special guest appearance by Teddie, Roosevelt’s mascot, who will be distributing fresh fruit  to passersby outside. 

· Dec. 10: food tasting and demo, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

*Denotes most striking redesigns or unique customer base.
