
City of Minneapolis

Color palette and fonts

Typography is the art and technique of arranging type and is used to add tone, 
clarity and emotion to communication. The type we use helps convey the 
personality of our enterprise. This involves the selection of typefaces, point 
size, line length, leading (line spacing), adjusting the spaces between groups 
of letters (tracking) and adjusting the space between letters (kerning). 

Why is typography important? It conveys a feeling and keeps people reading. 
The choice of typeface can affect how a piece is understood. Good typography 
is utilitarian in that it allows the reader to focus on the content and not the 
formatting. It often goes unnoticed because it just makes sense. Consistent use 
of typography is a part of visual identity and an important part of our brand.

FONTS
Preferred fonts have been chosen for readability and ease of use. Myriad Pro is 
the preferred sans serif font and should be used whenever possible. Myriad is 
a humanist sans-serif typeface that combines elegance, a contemporary look 
and a strong sense of tradition - values integral to the City of Minneapolis. 
It was chosen for its combination of elegance and contemporary feel. It comes in 
a variety of weights and widths.

When a serif font is desired, Adobe Garamond is preferred. Any version of these 
fonts (bold, regular, italics, condensed) are allowed for use. These are the primary 
fonts of the City and should be used whenever possible to send a consistent 
message. 

If you don’t have the above fonts on your computer, recommended substitutes 
are Calibri and Garamond. Calibri, also a sans-serif typeface, has been chosen 
for its compatibility as well as its clean, neutral look. Calibri is packaged with  
Microsoft Windows and should be used for all email correspondance.

FOR EASY READABILITY
Use the type size to clearly distinguish between headlines, subheads and body    
copy and apply those elements consistently.

Enterprise fonts

Typography is an important component of design – it’s a driving 
force in all forms of communication art. Can you imagine reading a 
magazine, checking out a website, playing with an app or watching 
TV without text? 

The following are recommended 
print fonts:

Myriad Pro

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Adobe Garamond
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU

If you don’t have the above fonts on your 
computer, recommended substitutes are:

Calibri 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Garamond
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV

For more information, contact Communications. 
This manual is available online at 
citytalk/communications/resources.2015  14


