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Help Get Dropouts Back to School.  The Minneapolis Public Schools and the Youth 
Coordinating Board have joined forces to help address the dropout crisis in Minneapolis. We 
Want You Back is a grassroots effort to identify, connect with and invite un-enrolled young people 
to re-enroll. The programs ambitious first year goal is to attract back 200 youth. Saturday, 
September 11 is our citywide door-knocking event and volunteers are still needed. Visit 
www.wewantyoubackmpls.org to learn more, sign up and join me and teams of community and 
school district volunteers as we fan out across the city to connect young people with resources, 
support and information. Minneapolis Public Schools staff will re-enroll students on the spot. For 
more contact Jo Haberman, Youth Coordinating Board, 673-2720 or wwyb@ycb.org 
 
New Neighborhood Funding Formula and Participation Guidelines.  The Neighborhood and 
Community Engagement Commission (NCEC) has approved draft guidelines for a new 
Community Participation Program that will support and help guide the work of neighborhood 
organizations in 2011 and beyond.  You can view them at http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/ncr/. 
 The guidelines include a funding formula which would allocate funds based on a set of 8 
variables including population, income and crime statistics.  In August they began the 2nd phase 
of the stakeholder engagement process with a 45 day review period to allow the public an 
opportunity to give feedback on the draft guidelines.  The 45 day comment period ends Monday, 
October 11th at 5:00 pm.  Staff and NCEC Commissioners will also facilitate a community-wide 
briefing session Thursday, September 9, 6 – 8pm at Van Cleve Recreation Center, 901 15th 
Avenue SE, and another on Thursday September 30th from 6:00 – 8:00pm at North Commons 
Park, 1801 James Avenue N.  They anticipate presenting a final draft of the proposed 
neighborhood program to the Minneapolis City Council in early November. 
  
Bicycle Master Plan.  The City is seeking comments on our draft Bicycle Master Plan, which 
establishes goals, objectives, and benchmarks to improve safety and mobility for bicyclists and 
also increase the number of trips taken by bicycle.  The draft plan details policies and practices 
around bicycling in Minneapolis, and includes an update to the 2001 Bicycle Master Plan Map. 
Five public meetings will be held to gather input and answer questions: Monday, August 30, 
Edison High School Auditorium, 700 22nd Ave NE, 6:30-8:30pm; Wednesday, September 1, 
Roosevelt High School Auditorium, 4029 28th Ave S, 6:30-8:30pm; Wednesday, September 8, 
Washburn High School Auditorium 201 W 49th St, 6:30-8:30pm; Monday, September 13, 
Minneapolis Central Library, Pohlad Hall Auditorium, 300 Nicollet Mall, 6:30-8:30pm and 
Wednesday, September 15, University of Minnesota Urban Research and Outreach/ 
Engagement Center, 2001 Plymouth Ave N, 6-8pm.  The comment period will last for 45 days 
and be open until October 1, 2010. For more information and to comment on the draft plan online, 
go to www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/bicycles.  
 
National Night Out.  My thanks to everyone who participated in National Night Out events on 
August 3rd.  The over 50 registered events in Ward 2 gave many of us the chance to get to know 
each other better and discuss issues we care about.  I wish I could have attended all of them.  It 
was a beautiful night and afforded me the chance to get to learn more about the ward and how I 
can serve you all better.  
 
2011 Budget.  The Mayor has presented his 2011 budget proposal to the City Council.  The 
proposed budget increases expenses for all City funds to $1.36 billion, an $81 million dollar 
increase from 2010. The General Fund, which includes funding for the operations of most City 
departments, increases from $371.6 to $393.6 million.  The budget includes an increase of 6.5% 
to the total property tax levy.  This will bring in $17.4 million more to cover City expenses, 
including a $17.7 million jump in pension obligations. In his budget address, the mayor indicated 
that without these pension costs he would have proposed to lower property taxes by 0.1%.  There 
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will $15 million in revenue coming from a recertification of a tax increment district dedicated to 
neighborhood revitalization purposes and paying off the Target Center debt.  The budget calls for 
over 80 positions to be eliminated.  Many of these will likely be accomplished through attrition and 
not filling current vacant positions, but there will be some lay-offs.  One new position, “a high-level 
coordinator of transit-oriented development to bring together private, public and foundation efforts 
around economic development on transit lines,” will be added.  The position will be paid for in part 
with foundation money.  The budget also increases spending on street and other infrastructure 
improvements, including a new program aimed at more residential street improvements.  It does 
count on the state following through with its $87.5 million Local Government Aid commitment.  
Contingency plans may be needed if the State Government reduces this, as has happened in the 
past two years.  You can see the Mayor’s proposed budget at 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/city-budget/2011recc/index.asp.  The Council will have the 
opportunity to analyze and amend it before final approval in early December.  There will be public 
comments taken on the levy and budget during the evenings of November 18 and at the formal 
Public Hearing on the budget on December 13.   I welcome your comments. 
 
Solar on Convention Center.  The Public Utilities Commission has unanimously approved the 
City’s petition to be the sole recipient of the $2 million Renewable Development Fund Grant for a 
major solar installation on the Convention Center.  We had shared this grant with EyeOn Energy 
until the Council voted to move forward on our own because the company did not have the 
capacity to do the project.  City staff are working on an agreement with a new solar developer, 
and anticipate beginning the installation in this year.  This is great news on an important 
renewable energy project that will be one of the largest solar installations in the Midwest. 
 
Solar on Other City Buildings.  The City is going to make additional investments in solar energy 
thanks in large part to a $1.35 million grant from the Minnesota Department of Commerce Office 
of Energy Security (OES) for solar power installations on public buildings from along and near the 
Central LRT line Corridor within what is being called “the Energy Innovation Corridor.”  The 
locations for the Solar installations include: Fire Station #1 (240 sq. ft. thermal), Fire Station #19 
(15.5 kW and 160 sq. ft. thermal with Battery Storage), the Haaf Parking Ramp (40 kW), 
Royalston Maintenance Facility (100 kW) 2 Solar Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on the 
Parking Ramp across from the Guthrie, and the Brian Coyle Center (28 kW400 sq. ft. thermal).  
Once the projects are completed in the fall of 2011 the City will get 63.5 kW of solar electric 
power for just $108,000. At our current electricity cost, this is a payback of less than 8 years. 
 
Unisys Contract.  The City’s Business Information Services staff brought forward a proposal to 
extend the City’s contract for information services with Unisys Corporation for four years, for a 
total additional cost to the City of over $45 million.  I had concerns about not conducting an 
analysis of alternatives, including potentially going out for open bids on this contract, exploring 
moving some of this work back in-house, and investigating whether open-source software can 
meet some of the City’s needs.  I was able to get my colleagues to agree to a two-week delay on 
this action, but unfortunately the Council majority voted to move forward with a three year 
contract extension on an 8-5 vote.  
 
Digital Inclusion Fund.  The Minneapolis Foundations’ Digital Inclusion Fund is seeking 
proposals from eligible organizations in Minneapolis that are working to promote technology 
access and literacy.  The maximum grant size is $10,000.  Preference will be given to funding 
requests that address program goal with special interest in proposals addressing the needs of 
elders and people with disabilities.  For information on the RFP process and instructions on how 
to apply for a grant visit the Digital Inclusion Fund website at digitalinclusionfund.tmfportal.org.  
Proposals must be received by 4:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 10. Grant recipients will be notified in 
December 2010. 
 
Hennepin and First.  Public Works staff has completed a formal evaluation of the new 
configuration for Hennepin and First Avenues in downtown.  The data show that the conversion to 
two-way and the associated bike facilities have been a tremendous success.  Crashes are down, 
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and crashes involving cyclists are down to zero.  There are more cyclists using Hennepin, First 
and Nicollet than were using these corridors previously.  Traffic is continuing to move efficiently, 
while access and circulation for drivers have improved.  Public Works staff also heard from the 
cycling community that there were some issues with the bike facilities on Hennepin and First, and 
have modified the design to significantly improve these facilities.   
 
Nice Ride to Expand.  The bike rental program initiated this year with City support now has over 
5,000 subscribers and plans to expand in North Minneapolis.  In August, a Health Department 
proposal was forwarded by the Public Safety and Health committee that would authorize the 
department to contract with Nice Ride Minnesota to expand the current “Nice Ride bike share” 
network into North Minneapolis. Funds of $228,500 (including $28,500 for a site planning process 
and a community engagement process, and $200,000 for purchase and installation of new kiosks 
by Nice Ride Minnesota) comes through the Communities Putting Prevention to Work grant (part 
of the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act or “Stimulus Bill” of 2009).  The contract 
period would start in September 2010 and end after implementation of bike share kiosks in North 
Minneapolis (no later than March 2012, the end of grant funding).  The city already has an 
existing $1.7 million contract with Nice Ride to complete Phase 1 of the Nice Ride project. 
 
Hiawatha Maintenance Facility.  The City has finished construction on our Hiawatha Public 
Works Facility, one of the greenest government buildings in the state of Minnesota.  It was 
renovated to meet strict standards for energy efficiency and sustainability: Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold level.  In 2006, Council adopted LEED standards for the 
planning, design, construction and commissioning of municipal facilities financed by the City of 
Minneapolis and used by the City’s Charter Departments. By adopting these standards, we are 
continuing and intensifying our commitment to environmentally friendly design for our buildings. 
 
Permeable Pavement.  The permeable driveway ordinance I authored has passed the Council 
unanimously.  It will allow homeowners and others to use more types of permeable materials for 
driveways and parking areas, to reduce storm water runoff.  I want to specifically thank Southeast 
Como resident Renee Szudy for bringing this issue to my attention. 
 
Southeast Seniors Event.  I will be speaking at the Southeast Seniors Annual Meeting on 
September 9th at 6pm.  Southeast Seniors is a nonprofit, neighborhood based organization of 
health care professionals and neighbors helping people 65 and older remain independent and 
safe at home.  Their service area includes Southeast Como, Prospect Park and Marcy Holmes.  
For more information go to www.seseniorsmpls.org.  
 
Green Building Policy.  The City Council has begun the process of developing a new City Green 
Building Policy.  In the months ahead we will convene an interdepartmental green building policy 
work team to be chaired by the Green Building Policy Manager and Director of Economic 
Development with representatives from various other relevant divisions and departments 
including the offices of the City Council and the Mayor.  The staff and work group will consult with 
relevant stakeholders such as the Greater Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce, Minnesota 
Chapter of the US Green Building Council, Greater Minneapolis Building Owners and Managers 
Association (BOMA), Builders Association of the Twin Cities, Minnesota Green Communities, 
Xcel Energy, Centerpoint Energy, and the Center for Energy and the Environment.  The work 
group will review best practices supporting green buildings in other communities across the 
country as well as current policies, procedures and practices of the City that promote green 
building practices and report back to Council with policy options and recommendations of how the 
City can further support green buildings.  
 
TIGER II Grants. The City and County have both applied for federal (TIGER II) transportation 
project grants.  I sent in a letter of support for the County’s proposal which would construct an I-
35W Northbound entrance ramp from 4th Street South and an auxiliary lane on the northbound 
mainline I-35W from the north end of the new I-35W bridge to the Stinson Boulevard exit and 
provide improvements on a wider Washington Avenue Bridge (over 35W) to improve the 
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pedestrian and bicyclist experience and add pedestrian enhancements to a wider reconditioned 
Cedar Avenue Bridge over the Washington Ave trench near the new West Bank LRT station.  The 
City’s proposal, which I also strongly support, requests funding to conduct a complete analysis of 
a streetcar line on the Nicollet Avenue and Central Avenue corridors. 
 
Community Garden Resolution.  I authored and presented a resolution honoring the City’s 
many community gardeners, and declaring August 21st to be Community Gardening Day to 
celebrate the Parade of Community Gardens. Thanks to all the people who work to keep our 
community gardens going and for the great contribution they make to the city. 
 
Small Business Energy Efficiency Event.  The City, the Lake Street Council, Longfellow 
Business Association, the Seward Civic and Commerce Association and Xcel Energy are 
partnering on an energy efficiency event on Thursday, September 2nd, from 1-2:30PM at the 
Communication Workers of America Union Hall, 3521 E. Lake St.  This symposium will provide 
no-cost, low-cost solutions to save business owners and commercial property owners money on 
their energy bill.  The workshop will include both experts in energy efficiency audits and solutions.  
 
Election Day Champion.  As Elections Committee chair, I presented an honorary resolution to 
an “Election Day Champion,” Mike Ostrowski.  On the day of the State Primary Election last 
Tuesday, Mike noticed an election worker caught in a flooded intersection and came to her 
rescue, delivering her and the election materials she was transporting to the Elections 
Warehouse in his tow truck, then helped her home.  He then assisted a second election worker 
about to enter the same intersection, returning election materials to the warehouse so that the 
worker could return home safely. 
 
Elections Department Wins National Honor. Our Elections Department has been given a 
national award from the National Association of Election Officials, for its work to implement 
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) in the city in 2009. The association presented Minneapolis with its 
Guardian Award, which recognizes work that exemplifies the association’s code of ethics, 
principles, and standards for the elections profession.  In presenting the award, the National 
Association of Election Officials noted “The enormity of the task and the level of detail it 
encompassed were mindboggling as they developed processes and successfully hand-counted 
an RCV election.  This is an example of our profession at its best.”  Congratulations to all of our 
Elections staff, and especially to interim Elections Director Ginny Gelms. 
 
New Institutional Food License. The Ordinance I sponsored that would create an “Institutional 
Food” license type passed through the Regulatory Energy and Environment committee in August 
and will be before the Council for consideration on September 3rd.  The ordinance is in response 
to a new state law change that requires the city to license more kinds of kitchens.  This license 
would apply to schools, child care centers, shelters and employers with cafeterias.  This license 
will be less expensive than the existing Food Manufacturer and Restaurant licenses.  If passed 
implementation would likely begin in spring of 2011. 
 
Temporary Event Parking Ordinance.  On Monday August 23 the Regulatory, Energy and 
Environment Committee held a public hearing and voted to recommend my proposed 
amendments to City Ordinances that would create a new category of commercial parking lot 
licenses to permit the issuance of temporary event parking lot licenses near the University of 
Minnesota Gopher football Stadium. A Class C commercial parking lot license would be available 
to parking lot owners for up to 15 events per year.  Eligibility is limited to nonresidential properties 
with approved on-site accessory parking lots. This will go to the City Council for consideration on 
Friday September 3.   
 
Community Energy Workshops. Community Energy Services (a program of the Center for 
Energy and Environment) offers free educational workshops, customized home energy visits, and 
12 months of energy tracking for your home.  The Community Energy Services (CES) also 
provides information about access to financing, specialized rebates, and tax credit information.  



Ward 2 residents may want to attend the next CES workshop in the area on September 14th, 
6:30pm, Matthews Park (2318 29th Ave S). For more information or to RSVP contact Kyle Boehm 
at 612-219-7334, or KBoehm@mncee.org. 
 
Welcoming New Neighbors to Ward 2.  I will be helping University staff, students, 
neighborhood leaders, city staff and business owners greet new student renters to our community 
on September 1st.  On the 1st and 2nd groups will door-knock student rental houses and distribute 
welcome bags with resource information and coupons to renters in the SE Como, Marcy-Holmes 
and the Prospect Park neighborhoods.  I am very happy to be part of this effort to build 
community in the area. 
 
Energy Loans for Larger Apartment Buildings. A city-wide, low-interest loan program to 
provide financing for energy efficiency upgrades is available for large multi-family residential 
properties in Minneapolis. The loans for structures of four stories or more containing more than 
10 dwelling units are being established through the City’s Department of Community Planning 
and Economic Development. The program is aimed at helping property owners to obtain the 
capital needed to make energy efficiency improvements. The loans target upgrades including 
boilers, water heating and distribution systems, and control systems. For more information, visit 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/multifamily_energy_loan_program.asp.  
 
Water Stewardship Grants. The Mississippi Watershed Management Organization is offering 
more than $200,000 in stewardship grants for organizations who want to work to improve water 
quality and natural resource management. Projects seeking funding should also help build 
community understanding initiative related to water and natural resource issues and solutions. 
Nonprofit organizations, officially recognized neighborhood groups, schools, local units of 
government, and business and professional associations are eligible to apply. Individuals, home 
owners associations and condominium associations, and private businesses may partner with 
eligible applicants in order to apply. Letters of interest are due Wed, Sept 22 by 3 pm. For 
information, visit www.mwmo.org/stewardshipfund.html. 
                                  
National Great Outdoors Discussion Comes to Ward 2.  I participated in a public listening 
session and discussion on the President’s America’s Great Outdoors Initiative.  Held on August 
4th at Ted Mann Concert Hall in Ward 2, it provided an opportunity for Federal Government 
officials charged with developing and implementing the Initiative to hear from our region about 
solutions for building a 21st century conservation and recreation agenda.  You can learn more and 
submit your comments at http://www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors/.  
 
Central Corridor LRT.  On August 25 the Metropolitan Council awarded the Minneapolis section 
(called “Civil West”) construction contract to the Ames/C.S. McCrossan Team with a winning bid 
of $113.8 million.  This includes the “betterments” that have been funded by the U of M and the 
City of Minneapolis.  The cost estimate for Civil West was $126.1 million, which included the base 
cost of $117 million plus $9.1 Million in betterments.  The Civil West contract includes the 
following main elements: building four stations: (West Bank, East Bank, Stadium Village, and 
Prospect Park/29th Avenue); relocating utilities necessary for the LRT trackway; constructing 
three miles of double track; fully reconstructing streets where track is being installed; construction 
of the Washington Avenue Transit Mall; strengthening the Washington Avenue Bridge by adding 
four trusses and replacing about 90,000 square feet of concrete deck; and work necessary for 
systems testing by late 2013.  Also on August 25 the Met Council awarded the contract for the 
purchase of 31 Light Rail Vehicles (LRVs) for the Central Corridor.  The contract was awarded to 
Siemens Transportation Systems with a bid of $120.2 Million, which was very close to the 
estimate of $119.1 Million.  The LRVs will be built at the Siemens plant in Sacramento, CA. 
 
Youth Homicides Continue to Plague City.  We continue to have a tragic problem with violence 
in Minneapolis and with youth violence in particular.  In 2010, over 40% of all homicide victims 
were between the ages of 10 and 24.  Many of the suspects are also under 24.  Twenty four of 
the thirty people murdered this year have been killed with handguns.  Since 2006, I have been 
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working to get the City to do more to support sensible laws on illegal guns, and to change 
community values around the acceptance of guns.  This includes seeking stronger penalties for 
people who sell and distribute illegal guns, and profit from the sale and distribution of illegal guns 
to young people.  The City of Chicago recently responded to a recent Supreme Court decision 
narrowing the power of local governments regulate guns with its own new ordinance 
www.msnbc.msn.com/id/38061266/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/?gt1=43001.  Among other 
things, Chicago bans gun shops in the city; requires prospective gun owners to take a four-hour 
class and one-hour training at a gun range; prohibits people from owning a gun if they have been 
convicted of a violent crime, domestic violence or have two or more convictions for driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs; and calls for the police department to maintain a registry of 
every handgun owner in the city.  Unfortunately, even if the entire City Council, Mayor and a 
majority of Minneapolis residents supported enacting similar legislation in Minneapolis we would 
be unable to do so: in 1985, the State Legislature took away Minneapolis’ authority to regulate 
handguns in any way.  I believe it is time for the Legislature to restore that authority and at least 
give us more flexibility in determining how best to register and regulate handguns in Minneapolis.   
 
Ceasefire Application. In September the Council will learn if the City is awarded a $2.2 million 
Federal grant we applied for to replicate the Chicago-based Ceasefire Program in Minneapolis. 
This would be one more piece of our larger effort to prevent youth violence in Minneapolis.  I 
recognize that the program may be somewhat controversial but I am committed to work with the 
Health Department and the Youth Violence Prevention Executive Committee to ensure that we 
implement this public health approach to youth violence prevention effectively and responsibly in 
Minneapolis.  For additional information, look here: 
http://www.rwjf.org/vulnerablepopulations/product.jsp?id=29215 ; 
http://www.northwestern.edu/ipr/publications/ceasefire_papers/summary.pdf ; 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/227181.pdf 
 
Move in Move Out (MIMO). This summer, the Southeast Como Improvement Association 
(SECIA) will be running a temporary Free Store at the U of M ReUse Center (29th & Como Aves 
SE) for people to drop off items and/or pick up items.  The goal of MIMO is to address the large 
amounts of curbside waste left after the Move-In/Move-Out cycles.  You can contact 
MIMO@comogreenvillage.info to arrange a pick-up of your unwanted household items for the 
Como neighborhood free store, or drop items off directly at 883 29th Ave SE, the University’s 
ReUse Center, Aug 31st through Sept 11th, Tuesday through Saturday, 10am-4:30pm.  Couches, 
mattresses and fully upholstered chairs are not accepted.  For more information or to volunteer to 
be a part of the project, or work at the free store contact MIMO@comogreenvillage.info or Justin 
at the SECIA office, 676-1731. 
 
Como Cookout. The 8th Annual Como Cookout is scheduled for September 19th, from 2-5pm at 
Van Cleve Park.  The Cookout is SECIA’s largest annual event.  This is a great opportunity to 
meet your new neighbors, reconnect with old friends and enjoy a relaxed, family friendly 
afternoon. 
 
Riverside Plaza.  I commend the West Bank Community Coalition for working with neighborhood 
stakeholders to create a list of potential specific components of a development agreement for the 
Riverside Plaza renovation project.  I am committed to working over the next few months with the 
Coalition, neighborhood stakeholders, the City’s Community Planning and Economic 
Development department and Sherman Associates to help make the best possible development 
agreement for the neighborhood. 
 
Riverside Reconstruction.  Plans to begin the reconstruction of the one mile long Riverside 
Avenue between Cedar Avenue and Franklin Avenue in 2011 and 2012 are moving forward.  The 
2 year, $12 million project will result in new roadway, boulevards and sidewalks.  I am glad to see 
that the current bike lanes are preserved through the whole corridor, and that pedestrian 
convenience and safety will be significantly improved through numerous bump-outs and by 
squaring off several intersections.  I commend Public Works and CPED staff for closely following 
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public input.  Thanks to everyone who has taken the time to review and comment on the plans so 
far.  City Council review and approval of the final design will likely be in September or October. 
For more, see http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cip/riverside/. 
 
Prospect Park Area Road Construction meeting. Consider the significant infrastructure 
improvements set for this year and next, on Tuesday August 31 from 7 to 9 pm at St. Francis 
Cabrini Church (1500 Franklin Ave. SE) there will be a meeting for the Prospect Park 
neighborhood with representatives of the City, the County, the Met Council and MnDOT, to 
present information to the community on all of the construction projects that we expect over the 
next few years. 
 
Tasha Holtman.  Congratulations to Prospect Park resident Tasha Holtman for her Silver medal 
in the Junior Paper category at the National History Day competition this June.  This impressive 
achievement speaks well of Tasha, her parents, and the Minneapolis Public Schools that she has 
attended, including Pratt Elementary and Sanford Middle School.   
 
Abdi Ali. Congratulations to Abdi Ali of Minneapolis and Director of the Center for Multicultural 
Mediation and Restorative Justice located in Seward, for receiving a 2010 Virginia McKnight 
Binger Award in Human Service honoring outstanding Minnesotans.  The $10,000 awards honor 
Minnesota residents who give their time to improve the lives of people in their communities.  Abdi 
was honored for his study of the causes of homelessness for Somali youth and the cultural 
competency of organizations working with them.  In 2006, his findings led him to create the 
Center for Multicultural Mediation and Restorative Justice Program, combining principles of 
restorative justice and the indigenous values of East Africans to address the needs of Somali 
youth in crisis 
 
Buffalo Wild Wings.  The liquor license for the proposed restaurant that would be in the Station 
19 building was moved forward without recommendation at the Regulatory, Energy and 
Environment Committee.  I am continuing to work with the applicant and the neighborhood to craft 
a list of conditions that will meet both sides’ needs.  This license will come forward for final 
consideration at the September 3rd Council meeting. 
 
Seward Solid Waste Pilot.  The Seward pilot programs for both curbside organic collection and 
dual-stream recycling collection have been approved by Hennepin County.  I look forward to 
seeing how these go, and hope that Seward’s success can pave the way for more composting 
and recycling citywide. 
 
Dania Lot. The People’s Center has withdrawn its proposal to develop new clinic with retail 
space on Cedar Avenue at the former site of Dania Hall.  The financial challenges involved were 
noted as the primary reason.  Now the city and community will have to regroup and rethink next 
steps related to the reuse of this prime piece of city-owned property on Cedar Avenue. 
 
U Provides Funds for Police Near Campus. In September the City Council will likely formally 
accept $60,000 from the University to provide enhanced police enforcement in neighborhoods 
around U and $14,200 to provide security the Gopher Football Stadium.  
 
Openings on Boards and Commissions.  The City has developed a new streamlined 
appointment process that we hope will make it easier for people to learn about and consider 
applying to serve on one of the more than 50 volunteer-based boards, commissions and advisory 
committees that advise the City on issues and help with policy development and administration of 
services. This should also ensure a more open and understandable process for residents and 
staff, and increase the diversity of the applicant pool.  Previously, appointments were made on an 
as-needed basis throughout the year. Now, appointments to board and commissions will be made 
twice a year — in the spring and fall. The City is seeking applicants with a diversity of 
backgrounds and experiences to strengthen the work of the City.  There are 112 open positions 
on 14 City boards/commission. Applications will be reviewed beginning October 4th, 2010, 
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however the positions are open until filled. For a full list of appointment opportunities and position 
descriptions as well as additional information visit http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/boards-and-
commissions/open/index.asp . To learn more an online chat is also scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 
21 from noon to 1 p.m. to answer questions about board and commission openings. To access 
the online chat visit www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/boards-and-commissions/chat. Additionally, 
People who want to learn more about these volunteer opportunities are encouraged to attend an 
open house set for Thursday, Sept. 23 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in City Hall Rotunda at 350 South 
5th Street. 
 
There are currently openings on the Arts Commission, Basset Creek Watershed Management 
Commission, Citizen Environmental Advisory Committee (CEAC), Commission on Civil Rights, 
Civilian Police Review Authority, Capital Long-Range Improvement Committee (CLIC), Advisory 
Committee on People with Disabilities, Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC), Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee, Public Health Advisory Committee (PHAC), Senior Citizens Advisory 
Committee Vacancy, Shingle Creek Watershed Management Commission, Metropolitan Sports 
Facilities Commission, Minneapolis Telecommunications Network (MTN), Youth Violence 
Prevention Executive Committee and Zoning Board of Adjustment.  To apply, call (612) 673-3358 
or email cityclerk@ci.minneapolis.mn.us. 
 
In peace and cooperation,  
 
Cam Gordon 
Minneapolis City Council Member, Second Ward 
673-2202, 296-0579 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/council/ward2/ 
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