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Memo 
To: Council President Ostrow and Council Members Zerby, Samuels, Johnson, 

Johnson Lee, Zimmerman, Goodman, Lilligren, Schiff, Niziolek, Benson, 
Colvin Roy, Lane 

From: Rocco Forte, Director of Operations and Regulatory Services 
CC: Mayor R.T. Rybak  

John Moir, City Coordinator 
 Jay Heffern, City Attorney 
Date: 7/21/2004 
Re: Smoke free ordinance task force 

The Smoke free task force wrapped up its work today.  The task force has met three 
times, for several hours total, since its inception.  We considered and discussed 
numerous ideas and proposals ranging from an immediate and complete ban, to delayed 
implementation of venting and filtering requirements. 

Please find attached our proposed ordinance that prohibits smoking inside liquor and food 
establishments as well as pool halls and bowling alleys.  Violations are enforceable via 
administrative adjudication and adverse license action.  We propose the ordinance 
become effective on March 31, 2005. 

The proposal has several advantages over many of the alternatives that we considered.  
It is clear, and designed to avoid confusion for the public and regulated businesses.  It is 
fair, and treats each of the regulated businesses equally.  The spring implementation 
allows sufficient time to execute a public education program.  It also allows businesses 
time to develop marketing strategies to adjust to the smoke-free requirement.  

We will develop a detailed education plan, enforcement plan and communications 
strategy based on Council action. We recommend that an education committee led 
by the Communications Department develop an education and communications plan 
for the public and regulated industries, to maximize awareness and compliance with 
the new law.  Regulatory Services staff will finalize an enforcement plan and 
determine budgetary and staffing impacts.  We further recommend that a state-wide 
smoking ban be added to the City’s 2005 Legislative Agenda, and we will develop a 
strategy to coordinate with Hennepin County, St. Paul and other jurisdictions. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at extension 3177 or Henry Reimer at 
2783 or Lori Olson at 3914.  Thanks. 


