Request for City Council Committee Action
From the Departments of Convention Center and Procurement

Date: November 15", 2010
To: Honorable Betsy Hodges, Chair Ways & Means Committee

Subject: Approval of Official Publication No. 7343 Bids for Landscape Improvements Project

Recommendation:
Acceptance of the low responsive bid of Cedar Ridge Landscaping, Inc. in the amount of $440,000.00 to furnish and
deliver all labor, materials, equipment and incidentals necessary for the construction of the Minneapolis Convention

Center Landscape Improvement Project, as follows:
Landscape Improvements Project Lump Sum $440,000.00

Terms are net-30 days F.O.B.: Destination

Further recommend proper Officers be authorized and directed to execute a contract for this project, all in
accordance with our specifications.

This has been approved by the Civil Rights Department.

Prepared by: Gary Warnberg Director Purchasing
//,./L)M /(/\/;MVM
Approved by: Jé/‘]ohnsé/ Executive Dir%‘, Convention Center

777177
Financial ImpacW those that apply)
___No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget.

(If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information)

____Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget

___Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget

___Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase

__Action requires use of contingency or reserves

XX Other financial impact (Explain):  Action is within Budget

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator

Background/Supporting Information:
Tabulation of three (3) bids received on Official Publication No. 7343 for Landscape Improvements Project

The apparent low bid of Equa Best Construction, LLC did not meet the Small and Underutilized Business
Participation requirements per the attached letter.

Attachments - MDCR Letter
Tabulation Sheet

cc. B. Swanson
L. Carlson
J. Burns
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September 30, 2010

Anna Miranda

Equa Best Construction, LLC
Suite 201 .

301 East Lake Street :
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55408

SENT VIA E-MAIL

RE: .OP 7343 - Minneapolis Convention Center Project

Ms. Miranda:

The Minneapolis Department of Civil Rights (MDCR) has concluded its pre-award Smail

' Underutilized Business Participation (SUBP) review related to Equa Best Construction,

LLC for the OP 7343 Landscape Improvements project. We regret to inform you that
MDCR will not be recommending Equa Best Construction for approval on this project.

As indicated in the bid documents, goals for the participation of certified Minority and - -
Woman owned businesses (MBE/WBEs) were set at 7%MBE and 5%WBE. Our records .
indicate that the participation levels submitted by Equa Best Construction did not meet the
established MBE/WBE goals. Therefore, MDCR was requlred to investigate what efforts
were made prior to bid submission.

According to Chapter 423 of Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, bidders shall make and
document every reasonable effort to include qualified firms owned by women and minority
persons. The criteria for “good faith efforts” have been established by the City of
Minneapolis and are documented in the bid specifications. MDCR has determined that your
company did not engage in “good faith efforts” to contract with CERT certified MBE and
WBE’s prior to bid. :

After careful examination of all documentation submiited by Equa Best Construction, it
appears that your firm did not tailor your solicitations to CERT certified firms..In fact your
firm specifically stated that you “contact firms we have previous work experience
relationship and cost effect proposals...”Neither the initial documentation nor the follow-up
documentation demonstrate the Equa Best Construction made reasonable efforts to afford
the maximum feasible opportunity to certified MBE/WBE firms as required by the bid
documents, Chapter 423, and 139.50(a)(6) of the Code of Ordinances.

For the reasons listed above MDCR will not recommend approval of Equa Best
Construc‘non, LLC for the aneapohs Conventlon Center Landscape Improvement Project.

If you have any questions please contact me at 612-673-3076 or
johnnie.burns@ci.minneapolis.mn.us.

nnie Burns, Assistant Director

c¢: Bruce Gritters
Peggy O’Brien
Bob Swanson




"BIDS FOR LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS _um,O,_mO._._. -

Convention Center

s o covt | |r (L AvIce]2 Bl
mmvnmacmqm , 2010 _ m : uWﬁ\A\
Minneapolis MN Lave @m\ﬂ_nn Lot . ()
Lump Sum $ | EP 000 .~ @N\\N.&AQ\ NQNQA.E\NA
Deduct Alternates:
1| |improvements to Median A - |$ M..QﬂoGQ.l @960@.& &@3@?..\1
, pnw“ﬂr:mm.Zmzso_m Covers _J A 0 - N N@QO - W_ LB~
N N T T Y
. ",_\J_MMH__ Concrete Color in s .@LuQO - wu‘@Qo..\ @E\N&;
S| [t Wwﬁiw@jxv Ul nia |48~ oy | (D9 cis

FOR THE: FINANCE OFFICER

We, the undersigned, hereby certify that the above bids were publigly .w_om:ma and read aloud:
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