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Federal: 
1. FY 2011 Appropriations.  Congress has recessed without passing FY 2011 

appropriation bills.  In lieu of the appropriation bills a continuing resolution (CR) has 
been enacted that extends funding until the end of the calendar year.  

Upon its return after the election Congress will need to fund the remainder of 
FY2011.  Options include an omnibus appropriations bill, the passage of the pending 
appropriations bills or a continuing resolution that could apply to all or a portion of 
the remainder of 2011.  Among the issues that will be determined during the session 
will be the status of the earmarks included in the various appropriation bills.  The 
City of Minneapolis has an earmark sponsored by Rep. Ellison for replacement of the 
city’s siren system ($1.0 million). 

 
2. Sustainable Communities. The Metropolitan Council is the recipient of a $5.0 

million grant from the Sustainable Communities. On October 14, HUD Secretary 
Shaun Donovan announced the award of $100.0 million in grants to 45 regions. The 
purpose of the grant is to build economic competiveness by connecting housing with 
good jobs, quality schools and transportation.  In the Twin Cities metropolitan area a 
consortium consisting of Minneapolis and St. Paul, the Minnesota Housing, the 
Counties Transit Improvement Board, Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, and the 
McKnight Foundation will guide the implementation of the grant. The grant will be 
used to develop corridor wide plans and strategies for development along five 
transportation corridors – Southwest, Bottineau, Cedar Avenue, Nothstar and the 
Gateway corridor. 
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3. Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFI).  Three federal departments are 

collaborating on an initiative to provide healthy food options to urban areas that lack 
such options. The Departments of Agriculture, Health and Human Services and 
Treasury are coordinating efforts through the use of existing programs to provide 
resources for projects that not only provide healthy food options but also create jobs, 
stimulate new businesses or business expansion.  The initiative programs include but 
are not limited to grants, loans tax credits and loan guarantees.  All of the programs 
require a nonprofit or private entity to apply for the funds.  A local government can 
be and is encouraged to be a partner in the initiative. Projects that could receive 
funding are urban agriculture, food processing and stores that offer healthy food. 

The Treasury Department has released a Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA) for its 
Community Development Financial Institution fund. The NOFA states that $135.0 
million could be available but the funding is contingent upon passage of a 2011 
appropriation. Of the total $25.0 million is for HFFI. 

 
State.  
The Legislature met in Special Session on Monday, October 18 and passed legislation 
providing state resources for the flood areas of southern Minnesota. Although approximately 
six other bills or resolutions were introduced no other item was passed.      

        

 

  
 


