GOVERNOR DAYTON’S ACTION PLAN
STOP THE SPREAD OF ASIAN CARP INTO MINNESOTA WATERS

September 12, 2011

THE ISSUE

Whereas Asian carp have had a destructive impact on the ecology and fisheries in other states;
Whereas Asian carp pose an imminent threat to Minnesota’s lakes and rivers, because they are
advancing northward in the Mississippi River at an alarming rate and are poised to enter southern
Minnesota from Iowa lakes and streams; and

Whereas Minnesota’s local economies and cultures depend on the health of its aquatic resources;
Therefore, Governor Dayton empowers his executive agencies to pursue the following actions:

THE ACTIONS

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

Support a cooperative approach among state and federal agencies to limit the spread of Asian
carp in Minnesota and its border waters;

Recognize that the Asian carp invasion is an urgent issue requiring immediate action and work
together to obtain necessary funding and authority to support efforts to limit the spread of Asian
carp in Minnesota and its border waters;

Formally charter a multi-organizational Asian Carp Task Force to facilitate strategic discussions,
conduct collaborative problem solving, and provide recommendations to state and federal
agencies on how to limit the spread of Asian carp into Minnesota;

Support immediate congressional action to give the Army Corps of Engineers emergency
authority to close the Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock, and Lock and Dam #1, if Asian carp are

detected nearby;

Support immediate congressional action to fund a feasibility study that examines the economic,
ecological, recreational, legal, and operational impacts of making Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock a
permanent fish barrier; and

Support long-term actions recommended by the ad hoc Asian Carp Task Force:
a. [Enhance information on Asian carp population size and movements;
b. Evaluate and if feasible install deterrent barriers at strategic locations to slow Asian carp
movement, such as a “bubble barrier” at the mouth of the St Croix River;
c. Accelerate research on fish behavior control and removal technologies;
d. Improve habitat for native species.

Continue to be involved in future discussions addressing the threat of Asian carp in Minnesota.




