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ews from Council Member John Quincy

Dear Ward 11 Residents,

I love living in Minneapolis, especially Ward 11. We are a ward rich in history and diversity, with great
schools, green spaces, bike trails, arts, entertainment, and shopping venues. Most importantly, we are a
community committed to working together to make our city better and more livable. This flyerisin re-
sponse to concerns I've heard about mobile drug dealing, personal safety, and theft. | hope by sharing
these tips, you’ll be in a better position to recognize suspicious behavior and help keep your community
safe.

National Night Out may be the pinnacle neighborhood gathering night of the year, but it is important to
carry the relationships formed forward and deepen them throughout the year. | can’t wait to hear the sto-
ries you’ll share with me in the coming months about how your block works together, looks out for one
another, and makes living in this community fun and safe. Awareness and safety go hand in hand; it is up
to each of us to not only recognize opportunities for improvement but to lead the charge.

As we prepare for the kids to return to school and the weather cools enough to once again open our win-
dows, | am reminded that the busyness of life can make us overlook basic safety precautions. With the as-
sistance of the crime prevention specialists for Ward 11, | assembled for you a safety flyer that highlights
crime prevention tips. Please share these tips with your family, friends, and neighbors. The absolute best
crime prevention is education.

It is in this vein that | encourage you to read this flyer, pass it along, and call 911 when you witness a crime
or suspicious behavior. Our police department is most effective when they have information from commu-
nity members. Never hesitate to call 911 when you witness suspicious behavior. 311 is also a wonderful
resource if you have questions about City laws and policies, want to report graffiti, make a police report,
and report a neighborhood nuisance issue.

My best,

John Quincy
Ward 11 Council Member

PS—Sign up for my monthly e-newsletter at:

www.minneapolismn.gov/ward11/council ward1ll wardll-esubscribe



http://www.minneapolismn.gov/ward11/council_ward11_ward11-esubscribe�

Mobile Drug Dealing Tips

WHAT IS MOBILE DRUG DEALING?

Mobile drug dealing is when a dealer uses a cell phone and a car to meet with buyers at random lo-
cations.

How CAN | HELP IDENTIFY MOBILE DRUG DEALING?
Continuous car /foot traffic around the block or back and forth on the same route multiple times
The same vehicle meeting up with many different vehicles for short meetings
The same person seen in many different vehicles
Strange vehicles from out of the area
A vehicle occupant getting out of the car, walking up the block, handing some
thing to someone, then returning to the car and leaving
Nervous waiting
Quick/brief meetings and then parting
Hand-to-hand transactions
Transactions through car windows
Cell phone usage and then meeting someone
Headlight or brake light flashing
Hand signaling (waving off the meeting)
Someone taking or placing objects in odd places of the car (magnetic holders under wheel wells,
engine compartments, under dashes, in trunks)
Observation of drug packaging materials, passing money, or other goods

WHAT SHouLD | Do IF | WITNESS MOBILE DRUG DEALING?
Call 911 when you spot the activity occurring
Have pencil and paper handy to note your observations

When observing and recording the suspected criminal activity, please note the
following:

Plate number and state of issue on involved vehicles. Please try to identify which is the drug deal-
er’s vehicle and which is the buyer’s vehicle.

Give a brief vehicle description: make and model, color, number of doors, truck or car.

Suspect descriptions; race, gender, approximate age/height/weight or build, clothing description,
any other distinguishing characteristics, and last direction of travel.

Brief description of what you saw, e.g., hand to hand drug transaction or a

scenario that appears to be a drug transaction.

Where did the suspects take the drugs from: clothing, passenger compartment, trunk, under the
hood, or a hidden compartment someplace on the vehicle?

Please note: Your 911 call can later be recovered by police. You may not see a squad as they search
for the vehicles and people. Officers are going to search along the route to the address associated
with the suspect’s license plate. If you wish to see the officer, please inform the 911 operator. Retain
your written observations.



Home Safety Tips on Burglaries and Theft

CUT SCREEN BURGLARIES PREVENTION
In some burglaries, the suspect never even enters the home but instead removes small electronics, purs-
es, wallets and other items that are left within arm’s length of the open windows. Please don’t leave
items of value near open windows.
Crime Prevention recommends that windows are pinned or locked so that they cannot be opened more
than four to six inches in the event that the screen is cut. There are commercial window stops that can
be purchased at most hardware and home improvement stores. These are reasonably priced and have
easy installation instructions included in the package.

There are also ways to pin windows using household items that you may already have on hand.

For double-hung windows:
e Drill two holes through the lower sash and halfway into the upper sash at a slight
downward angle. Insert nails into the holes, or
e Install a track filler—a piece of wood or metal in the window track that
prevents the lower sash from being raised.
For sliding windows:
e Install a track filler—a piece of wood or metal in the window track that
prevents the window from sliding past a certain point (4-6 inches).

Contact your Crime Prevention Specialist or visit
www.minneapolismn.gov/police/crimeprevention/index.htm for more ideas on keeping your home safe.

THEFT: A CRIME OF OPPORTUNITY
Theft or larceny is the most frequently reported crime in Minneapolis. It is the act of taking
property belonging to another with the intent to permanently deprive the owner of the property. Theft is
a different crime from burglary and robbery. Burglary is when someone enters or breaks into a structure
home, business, garage or other building) and illegally removes property from it. Robbery occurs when
someone uses force or the threat of force to take something from
someone.

To prevent theft:

e Do not leave valuables unattended or unsecured on your property, in your vehicle, or in
public spaces.

e Keep valuables in your garage, house, or apartment, and lock your doors! This includes all garage,
house, apartment, and car doors.

e Do not carry excess cash and credit cards.

e Secure outdoor furniture with a lock or place it inside when you are not using it.

e Lock your bike to something stationary, even if you are at home or just leaving it for a few
minutes.

o Keep your property well-lit during evening hours — remember: “lights on” deters crime.

e Know your neighbors and watch out for each other. Form or revitalize a block club.

e Be aware of your surroundings. Call 911 to report any suspicious behavior.


http://www.minneapolismn.gov/police/crimeprevention/index.htm�

PERSONAL SAFETY

ps

+mm Trust yourself. Your single most effective

|— defense is your own judgment. Rely on
it to choose what you think is the best
response for you. Below are some op-
tions:

Run

Stall

Not resist

Negotiate

Verbally assert yourself

Scream to attract attention
Distract or divert the assailant
Physically resist—fight off the
attacker

e (Call 911 if appropriate

Personal Safety

WALKING SAFETY
Plan and use the safest and most direct route
Choose well-lit streets at night
Stay alert to your surroundings; look confident and purposeful
Become familiar with businesses that are open late
If you feel uneasy, go directly to a place where there are other
people
Walk with a friend if possible
e Keep your money in a secure place close to your person
e Carry your keys in your hand

If you are being followed by someone in a car: Turn around and walk
away. Try to obtain the license plate number and a description of the
car.

If you are being followed by someone on foot: Turn around to let the
person know you see them. Immediately cross the street and walk or
run toward a place where there is likely to be other people. In cases

Your Crime Safety Community Contacts

HELPFUL SAFETY WEBSITES

Crime Statistics: www.minneapolismn.gov/police/statistics/crime-statistics codefor_statistics

Crime Prevention Information: www.minneapolismn.gov/police/crimeprevention/index.htm

Crime Trend Alerts Via Email: www.minneapolismn.gov/police/crimealert/police crimealert sighup POLICE

MPD: 5TH PRECINCT: (Windom, Tangletown,
Kingfield neighborhoods)

Amy Lavender CRIME PREVENTION SPECIALIST
612-673-5407

MPD: 3RD PRECINCT (Diamond Lake, Page, Hale,
Northrop, Wenonah neighborhoods)

Sue Roethele CRIME PREVENTION SPECIALIST
612-673-2839

Email Address: Amy.Lavender@minneapolismn.gov Email Address: Sue.Roethele@minneapolismn.gov

Web site: www.minneapolismn.gov/police

KINGFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
612-823-5980

Email Address: sarah@kingfield.org
Web site: www.kingfield.org

TANGLETOWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
612-321-8621

Email Address: info@tangletown.org

Web site: www.tangletown.org

WINDOM COMMUNITY COUNCIL

612-668-3392

Email Address: council@windomcommunity.org
Web site: www.windomcommunity.org

Web site: www.minneapolismn.gov/police

FIELD REGINA NORTHROP NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP
(612) 721-5424

Email Address: frnng@mtn.org

Web site: www.frnng.org

HALE PAGE DIAMOND LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
(612) 548-4735
Email Address: office@hpdl.org

Web site: www.hpdl.org

Nokomis EAST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
(612) 724-5652

Email Address: nena@nokomiseast.org

Web site: www.nokomiseast.org
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