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Introduction 
 
On December 2, 2008 the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) 
directed staff to prepare a nomination for the local designation of the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District.  
This was done in response to development pressures that threatened the 
historical integrity of the NRHP district.   
 
Following a public hearing on the local nomination of the NRHP district on 
January 13, 2009 the Minneapolis HPC voted unanimously to nominate the 
district for local designation and directed the commencement of a local 
designation study for the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District.   
 
The following report and enclosed documents is the local designation study for 
the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District.  Knowledge of how the 
following report is organized is paramount to its proper use.  The report is divided 
into five main sections. 
 

• Part I:  Background & Methodology: Provides a background on the 
impetus for the designation study. It describes the methodology used to 
conduct the study.  

• Part II: Historic Significance: Provides a historical context of the area. 
This section explains how and why the area developed and why that is 
significant to the history of Minneapolis and the region.   

• Part III: Description and Evaluation: Describes the physical features of 
the historical context. It explains what physical features remain and 
evaluates the historical integrity of those features. 

• Part IV: Conclusion 
• Part V: Individual Resource Evaluation: Evaluation of each individual 

resource contained within the district. 
 
 

Part I: Background & Methodology 
Background 

 
Previous Designations 
 
The Minneapolis City Council adopted the local designation of the North Loop 
Warehouse Historic District in 1978. The district was designated for its 
architectural significance and for significance associated with the wholesale 
commerce related to the warehousing industry. The boundaries of the existing 
local district can be seen in stripes in Figure 1. 
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In 1989, the Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) for its architectural significance and 
commerce significance associated with the wholesaling and agricultural 
implement warehousing industries and their supporting industries in Minneapolis.  
The boundaries of the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District can be 
seen in gray in Figure 1. The boundaries partially overlap the boundaries of the 
St. Anthony Falls Historic District.  The size of the NRHP Minneapolis 
Warehouse Historic District is much larger than the North Loop Warehouse 
Historic District as it had a much larger scope of significance than the local 
district. 
 

 
Figure 1. Boundaries of NRHP & Existing Local Warehouse Historic District 
 
Minneapolis Warehouse Preservation Action Plan 
 
In 1993, the 9th District Federal Reserve Bank proposed the construction of a 
new facility on Hennepin Avenue within the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse 
District.  The project called for the demolition of five properties and the alteration 
of additional historic resources. A federal project, such as the construction of the 
Federal Reserve Bank, requires a federal historic review (known as a Section 
106 Review) under the National Historic Preservation Act. The 106 review of the 
bank project determined that the project would have an “adverse effect on 
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properties already listed in the National Register of Historic Places” as the project 
required the demolition of five buildings within the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse 
Historic District.  
 
The outcome of this review was a Memorandum of Agreement, which allowed 
the demolition of the structures on the condition of several mitigation measures. 
One of the mitigation measures was the development of a “preservation action 
plan” for the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District. The Minneapolis 
Warehouse Preservation Action Plan was subsequently developed by the City of 
Minneapolis to fulfill this requirement.  This plan was adopted by the City Council 
in December of 2000. As adopted, the plan called for the boundaries of the local 
historic district to be expanded to include the boundaries of the national historic 
district. 
 
 
Recent Development Pressure 
 
After many decades of relatively low development activity, there has been 
renewed attention to the properties within and adjacent to the NRHP Minneapolis 
Warehouse Historic District in the last decade.  The district is primarily located 
within the North Loop Neighborhood which has seen exponential residential and 
commercial growth since the late 1990s.  The area’s location adjacent to the 
downtown core of Minneapolis combined with the relatively lower property values 
has fueled this development pressure. This growth has resulted in the 
rehabilitation of numerous buildings for residential and commercial uses and the 
construction of many new structures adjacent to the historic district. These 
alterations have not all been sensitive to the historic fabric of the district or its 
individual resources. 
 
The soon to be completed Target Field baseball stadium is located immediately 
adjacent to the district. The new multimodal transit station for the North Star 
Commuter Rail and the Hiawatha Light Rail line is located within the Minneapolis 
Warehouse Historic District.  These two public investments will increase the 
development pressure in the Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District. This 
pressure can take the form of sensitive rehabilitations of existing resources that 
preserve the integrity and character of the area. However, this pressure could 
also result in the loss of resources and the erosion of the integrity of the district 
which would undermine the ability of district to convey its significance and 
ultimately the heritage of Minneapolis. 
 
 
Research Methodology 
 
The purpose of this designation study was to evaluate the NRHP Minneapolis 
Warehouse District and its individual resources for designation as a combined 
local historic district.  Unlike many designation studies, this designation study is 
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starting from an existing NRHP listed district.  The NRHP nomination prepared by 
Rolf Anderson and the local North Loop Warehouse Designation has been used 
as the foundation for this designation study. 
 
 
Historic Context 
 
The NRHP designation evaluated the significance of the warehousing and 
supporting industries as a pattern of commercial growth and development in 
Minneapolis.  This local designation study evaluated the district in much the 
same way as the NRHP designation and provides additional context for the 
interrelatedness of the railroads, warehousing and manufacturing industries as 
well as the industries that supported these primary industries.  The individual 
resources were evaluated on their ability to convey the significance of the district. 
 
 
Resource Evaluation 
 
The evaluation of the individual resources in the district has its foundation in the 
1989 NRHP designation.  An evaluation process was developed in accordance 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Evaluation which states: 
 

“Evaluation should not be undertaken using documentation that 
may be out of date. Prior to proceeding with evaluation the current 
condition of the property should be determined and previous 
analyses evaluated in light of any new information.”  

 
The evaluation process used for this study is outlined below: 

• Identification and recordation of each resource: A physical survey and 
photograph of each resource was completed. 

• Building permits for alterations to each resource were reviewed and 
significant alterations recorded. 

• Comparison of historical photographs taken during the period of 
significance and survey photographs taken during the NRHP nomination 
1985-89.  

• Evaluation of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and Minneapolis Plat Maps for 
the area. 

• Comparison of written evaluation for individual resources in the NRHP 
nomination  

 
This process led to an evaluation of integrity, which became the basis for the 
determination of contributing and noncontributing status for each resource.  If a 
property had been altered, but still possessed enough integrity to convey its 
significance it was considered a contributing resource. A noncontributing 
resource determination was made when a resource does not convey the 
significance of the district because it was built outside the period of significance 
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or heavily modified to a point that it has lost its integrity and ability to convey its 
significance. This determination and a description of each resource can be found 
in Part V of this report. 
 
 
District Boundary  
 
The study area for the proposed designation is the NRHP Minneapolis 
Warehouse District and the locally designated North Loop Warehouse Historic 
District.  The direction from the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission 
(HPC) in January 2009 was to conduct a designation study of the NRHP 
Minneapolis Warehouse District to determine its eligibility for designation as a 
local historic district. 
 
The individual historic resources within the study area were evaluated based on 
the aforementioned process.  The boundary for the proposed local designation 
was determined by the significance and integrity of the individual resources.   
 
 
Minneapolis Preservation Plan 
 
In 1991, the City of Minneapolis adopted Phase II of its Preservation Plan.  One 
of the important aspects of the Preservation Plan was the development of 
detailed historic contexts. These historic contexts include:   

• Architecture  
• Business and Industry  
• Civic 
• Culture, Fine and Applied Arts  
• Education  
• Residential Development  
• Religion and Social Organization 
• Transportation  

 
These contexts provide the framework in which to evaluate and designate 
cultural resources in Minneapolis. The Preservation Plan states “Using contexts 
to asses the historic and architectural significance of a property allows the 
[Heritage Preservation] Commission to take a broader view of what is important 
to preserve and provides a consistent rationale for understanding what the 
relative significance of a property might be.” 
 
The context for Business & Industry is broken into sub-contexts, which includes 
commerce. Commerce covers a variety of commercial activity including 
warehousing. This context relates to the growth of commerce as Minneapolis 
evolved during the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century.  In 
reference to commerce as a historic context the Preservation Plan states that: 
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One of the best-preserved references to the critical period of 
commercial growth in Minneapolis in the 1880s and 1890s is the 
National Register of Minneapolis Warehouse District. Its 160 
buildings are significant for both their architecture and commercial 
history. The existence of the district is inextricably connected to the 
rail yards along the riverbanks that fed the commercial activities of 
the area.  

 
The architecture context of the Preservation Plan breaks the architecture in 
Minneapolis into distinctive eras which are demarcated by changes in design, 
materials, and techniques.  The applicable eras include: 
 

• Minneapolis As A Walking City: 1865-1880.  This context relates to the 
change from wood frame commercial construction to stone and masonry 
construction and the continuation of the standard construction of one to 
four stories and with typical lots being 25 -30 feet with some combination 
of lots to create larger structures. 

• Minneapolis Becomes A Regional Trade Center: 1880 -1893. This context 
relates to the growth of multi-storied structures. 

• Minneapolis a City of Neighborhoods: 1893-1929. This context relates to 
post recession prosperity and boom in commercial and residential 
development. It also discusses the technological changes in commercial 
architecture that facilitated the structures of the early 20th Century.  
 

The architecture of the structures in the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse Historic 
District exemplifies these three eras of architectural context in Minneapolis.   
 

Washington Avenue at 10th Ave N, looking east. 1956

M
N
H
S 
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Part II: Historic Significance 
 
Local Designation Criteria 
 
The City of Minneapolis developed seven local designation criteria based on the 
larger historical context of the city as outlined in the Preservation Plan. These 
criteria are adopted into the City’s Preservation Ordinance. The district meets the 
following designation criteria. 
 
Designation Criterion One: 
The property is associated with significant events or with periods that exemplify 
broad patterns of cultural, political, economic or social history. 
 
The Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District is historically significant as an early 
example of commercial growth as the city’s warehouse and wholesaling district. 
The district expanded during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
and helped transform Minneapolis into a major distribution and jobbing center for 
the northwest.  The buildings, structures, and sites within the district include the 
best remaining examples of an agricultural implement warehousing industry. In 
1915 the implement warehouse industry exceeded the flour and grain trade as 
the biggest business in Minneapolis. And in 1919 the wholesaling industry 
became a billion dollar industry.  These industries reached the size they did 
because of the access to the agrarian economies of the northwest facilitated by 
the railroads.  The buildings, structures, and industrial landscape of the 
warehouse district reflect the genesis and evolution of these industries as they 
grew from one or two warehouses in 1865 to approximately 300 in 1920.   
 
Designation Criterion Four: 
The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural or 
engineering type or style, or method of construction. 
 
The buildings in the district demonstrate every major architectural style from the 
late nineteenth to early twentieth century including the Italianate, Queen Anne 
and Richardsonian Romanesque to numerous classically inspired revivals and 
the curtain wall Commercial Styles. Structurally, the use of heavy timbered mill 
and semi-mill construction were surpassed by the use of structural steel and 
reinforced concrete.  The growth of the warehousing industries created the 
demand for engineering and architectural advances and the success of the 
businesses allowed for investments in ornate details and embellishments.  By 
1908 it was observed that: 
 

No class of business is now better housed than the wholesale trade 
of Minneapolis, and many of the structures are models of the best 
business architecture. It has been found that beauty is not 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  8 
 

incompatible with business utility, and that architectural correctness 
is not necessarily prohibitively expensive. 1 

 
Designation Criterion Six: 
The property exemplifies works of master builders, engineers, designers, artists, 
craftsmen or architects. 
 
Many of the buildings in the district were designed by the City’s most talented 
and successful architects whose work is seldom found in other parts of the city. 
Engineers such as Claude Allen Porter (CAP) Turner made innovative structural 
designs using reinforced concrete. These innovations in reinforced concrete 
changed the way buildings were designed and built. Revolutionary structural 
improvements allowed for a dynamic change in the architectural design of the 
buildings. The following are among the notable architects and engineers who 
designed buildings in the warehouse district. 
 

• Charles E. Bell 
• George Emile Bertrand 
• Christopher Adam Boehme 
• Cass Gilbert 
• Warren Hayes 
• Edwin Haley Hewitt 
• Harry Wild Jones 
• Frederick G. Kees 
• Gottlieb Magney 
• Wilbur H. Tusler 
• Charles Sedgwick 
• Edward Stebbings 
• Carl F Struck 
• William Channing Whitney  
• Claude Allen Porter Turner 
 
 

Historic Context: Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District,  
1865‐1930 
 
The Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District is historically significant because it 
is an area of early commercial growth fueled by access to markets and goods 
created by the expansion of the railroads during the development of the City of 
Minneapolis and as the city’s warehouse and wholesaling district. The 
warehouse district expanded during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries when Minneapolis became a major distribution and jobbing center for 
                                                 
1 Horace B. Hudson, A Half Century of Minneapolis (Minneapolis: The Hudson publishing Co., 1908),    p. 
434 
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the northwest. The Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District is also architecturally 
significant for its remarkably intact concentration of commercial buildings 
designed by the city’s leading architects in styles which evolved from the 
Italianate Style of the 1860s to the curtain wall structures of the early twentieth 
century.  
 
The following section on significance is organized into the following subsections. 
Each subsection focuses on a specific context of historic significance. 

• Early Growth in the Historic District 
• Railroads: Connecting Minneapolis & Forming the Warehouse District 
• Implement Warehousing 
• Wholesaling /Jobbing 
• Manufacturing and Other Supporting Industries 
• Decline of Warehousing 
• Architecture 

 
Early Growth in the Historic District 
 
The Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District developed initially as a result to its 
proximity to nearby St. Anthony Falls. The waterpower was first harnessed in 
1823 for saw and grist mills by soldiers from the Fort Snelling garrison. By 1855, 
the same year the “Town of Minneapolis” was founded, sawmill production had 
reached 100,000 board feet a day and by 1869, 12 sawmills were in operation. 
During the 1860s, flour mills began to replace sawmills as the principal industry 
using the waterfall’s power. By 1880, 27 Minneapolis mills were producing over 
two million barrels of flour annually and Minneapolis became the nation’s largest 
flour center, a position it held until 1930.2 
 
The city’s first commercial center was Bridge Square, located at the intersection 
of Hennepin and Nicollet Avenues, just east of the area referenced in this 
document as the Warehouse Historic District. This area adjacent to Bridge 
Square developed as a commercial auxiliary to the downtown area and served 
the needs of the growing downtown businesses. This growth was fueled by 
proximity to downtown and the availability of less expensive land. By 1860, 
businesses along First Street North included a bank, a hotel, several retail 
establishments and taverns.3 First Street North and Washington Avenue North 
continued to experience commercial growth through the 1860s and 1870s.  In 
1865, the Pacific Block building at 224 Washington Avenue North was 
constructed. It is the oldest surviving building of the warehouse district. The brick 
building contained a hotel on the upper level and storefronts on the ground level.  
The first buildings in the area were generally frame structures and during the next 

                                                 
2 Minneapolis Riverfront Development Coordination Board, St. Anthony Falls Rediscovered (Minneapolis: 
1980), p. 10.  
3 Ibid., p.15 
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20 years more hotels, stores and taverns were built as well as livery stables and 
blacksmith shops.   
 
By 1875 this area started to see a rise in the jobbing (otherwise known as 
wholesaling) industry. The Lowry Morrison Block was constructed and housed a 
variety of wholesale and manufacturing businesses in the late 1800s. In 1877, 
Anthony Kelly & Company built a building at 125-129 Washington Avenue North 
for their wholesale grocery business.   
 
During this time, the area of First Street North beyond Third Avenue North 
(known at the time as Upper North First Street) was too far from the commercial 
district to attract retail trade and therefore was developed into a residential district 
for some of Minneapolis’ leading citizens.  Daniel Bassett, an exchange broker, 
John L. Pomeroy, a lumberman and R. J. Mendenhall, a banker, all lived here 
until lumber interests had moved north and south along the river bank sending 
residents in search of cleaner and quieter havens.4 
 
The 1880s had also changed the complexion of the oldest section of the 
warehouse historic district.  Most of the earlier frame structures were replaced by 
brick buildings that were typically three stories tall. They continued to be used as 
stores, livery stables, blacksmith shops, hotels and taverns.   
 
As the Minneapolis business district moved further east, this area no longer 
attracted the travelers and business men it once did. The area lost the 
commercial prominence it had experienced in the earlier decades due to this 
greater distance from the business district.  The area began to serve the 
workingmen of the warehouse district rather than the travelers and businessmen 
of previous years and by the turn of the century the area was becoming 
increasingly industrialized.5  Hotels dominate the surviving buildings of the 1880s 
in this area and include the Market Hotel, the Foster House, the Chicago House, 
the American House, the Hennepin Hotel and the Britannia Hotel, all of which 
located on First Street North.  The extent of this early growth in the district was 
bounded by Third Avenue North to the west and First Avenue North to the east. It 
includes properties fronting Second Avenue North, First Street North, Second 
Street North, and Washington Avenue North.  
 
Railroads: Connecting Minneapolis 
 
The growth of warehousing in Minneapolis is directly linked to the rapid 
expansion of the railroads in the northwest making Minneapolis the westernmost 
hub of trading and shipping. The railroads not only facilitated the growth of the 
industries tied to them, they shaped the physical growth of Minneapolis. 

                                                 
4Minneapolis Riverfront Development Coordination Board, St. Anthony Falls Rediscovered (Minneapolis: 
1980), p. 15. 
5 Minneapolis Riverfront Development Coordination Board, St. Anthony Falls Rediscovered, p. 16 
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On May 1, 1867 the first train crossed a newly completed St. Paul and Pacific 
Railroad (currently known as the Burlington Northern Santa Fe) bridge across the 
Mississippi River. The bridge crossed the Mississippi River at Nicollet Island, 
near Third Avenue North. In response to this new rail connection the Minneapolis 
Tribune exclaimed that “Minneapolis is the acknowledged railroad center of the 
Upper Mississippi Valley and of the state.” This statement was a bit exaggerated 
at the time it was made; at this time St. Paul was better positioned as a railroad 
center than Minneapolis. However, the statement accurately foretold the future of 
the railroads in Minneapolis. A much later study noted the importance of this new 
connection: “For the first time, the near North Side had the transportation 
potential to become the city’s warehouse district.” 
 
By the early 1880s, the Northern Pacific Railroad was opening up the Dakotas for 
settlement and:  
 

The position of the Twin Cities as the hub of a rapidly expanding 
rail network led naturally to its becoming a center for the 
manufacture and distribution of agricultural implements. Immigrants 
followed the rail lines west into the newly opened territories, 
creating a demand not only for a greater number of agricultural 
implements but also for new agricultural techniques and new 
products—steel plows to break tough prairie soil, mechanized 
harvesting machinery, and new sources of power to operate these 
machines.6   

 
The progress made in railroad access to and within Minneapolis was well 
summarized in a publication from 1902: 
 

No city in the world exceeds Minneapolis in excellence of her 
transportation facilities by rail; it requires no argument to prove that 
railway tracks are among the chief factors as well as the chief 
elements of prosperity, as railway companies do not lay track for 
amusement, and this city is the geographic center of more 
transcontinental lines than any other city in America 7   

 
While the statements presented in this quote may be a bit magnified, they 
provide evidence of the rapid growth and change of the railroad industry in 
Minneapolis between 1867 and the early 1900s.  The railroads that operated 
facilities in the Warehouse District accessed markets in greater Minnesota, North 
and South Dakota, Nebraska, Montana, Idaho, western Canada, Iowa, and 

                                                 
6 Society for Industrial Archaeology, A Guide to the Industrial Archaeology of the Twin Cities (St. Paul: 
Minnesota Historical Society, 1983),  p. 89. 
7 Minneapolis, Minnesota: Here Phenomenal Progress, Incomparable Industries, and Remarkable 
Resources; The Railway Publishing Company Minneapolis, 1902 
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Wisconsin.  The rail lines accessed both the west and east coasts of the United 
States. 
 
 
Railroads: Forming the Landscape of the Warehouse District 
 
The railroad growth between 1880 and 1900 shaped the landscape of the 
warehouse district. During this time the location of rail yards and tracks 
determined the location of industry in the warehouse historic district8 
Warehouses and other buildings lined rail yards and spur corridors to gain freight 
access.  Roads, homes, and even the ground were removed to accommodate 
the railroads and their accompanying development. This resulted in the current 
industrial warehouse landscape we know today including the long uninterrupted 
block faces of buildings, grade changes, and viaducts.  The following identifies 
the rail facilities within or adjacent to the district and their impact on the built form 
of the area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
8 Anderson, Rolf. Minneapolis Warehouse District National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 
1989 
 

Figure 2. Location of Rail Yards.      Base image: 1953 Aerial Photo
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Great Northern Railroad 
The St. Paul & Pacific became the St. Paul, Minneapolis, & Manitoba Railroad. It 
then became the Great Northern Railroad and now known as the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railroad.  For the purposes of this document this railroad will 
be referenced as the Great Northern Railroad as that was its name during a 
majority of the district’s period of significance. 
 
Under its original name, St. Paul and Pacific, the Great Northern Railroad 
opened the first bridge over the Mississippi River in 1867. This bridge provided 
the first true rail access to that area of Minneapolis that became known as the 
warehouse district.  Access to the bridge rail lines were eventually leased to 
other railroad companies.  
 
The Great Northern Railroad line operated in the former public right of way of 
Fourth Avenue North.   Fourth Avenue North was originally platted parallel to 
Third and Fifth Avenues North. As the Great Northern and the Minneapolis & St. 
Louis Railroad expanded their presence in the area, Fourth Avenue North 
terminated street traffic at Second Street North and was only used by the 
railroads. The rail corridor became known as the Fourth Avenue North Rail 
Corridor and is often referred to as the “Cut” in current publications.  
 
The Great Northern Railroad opened up a freight depot in 1867 located between 
Washington Avenue North and Third Street North in the Fourth Avenue North 
Rail Corridor. The freight depot was expanded and rebuilt over the years. The 
1867 depot gave way to a new depot in 1877, which then gave way to a new 
depot and improved facilities in 1891.  The freight depot and associated rail yards 
ultimately occupied an area that extended from Washington Avenue North to 
Fourth Street North between Third and Fourth Avenues North. 
 
The spur lines off of the Great Northern facilitated the warehousing and 
manufacturing growth on the south side of Washington Avenue North and the 
growth along Third and Fourth Streets North, west of the Fourth Avenue North 
Rail Corridor.  
 
Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad 
The Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad was created in 1870. It was heavily 
supported by Minneapolis businessmen and meant to compete with railroads that 
served other cities, which in turn controlled Minneapolis’s rail access.  The 
railroad secured operating and lease rights on Great Northern lines and property.   
The Minneapolis & St. Louis railroad built freight and passenger depots 
immediately adjacent to the Great Northern lines between Third and Fifth Streets 
North along the Fourth Avenue North rail corridor.   
 
The Minneapolis & St. Louis and Great Northern railroad lines were intertwined 
and jointly occupied the Fourth Avenue North rail corridor. These two railroads 
facilitated the building of the warehouses along the Third Avenue North south of 
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Washington Avenue North.  Many of the buildings were built directly up to the 
rear of the rail yards. This building configuration resulted in the need for loading 
docks on the front of the buildings to allow for the transfer of the goods to other 
transportation modes other than railcars.   
 
Conflict between these two railroads the, City of Minneapolis, and the 
Minneapolis Street Car System led an 1886 lawsuit. The settlement of the lawsuit 
in 1890 resulted in the manipulation of the landscape in this area; resulting in the 
built form that is presently referred to as the “Cut.”  More information on the 
creation of this feature can be found on page 15. 
 
Chicago St. Paul Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad 
The Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railway Company operated a 
rail yard that ran parallel to First Street North and the Mississippi River. It was 
located approximately one-half block north of First Street North.  The rail yard 
included a freight depot that addresses off of Fourth Avenue North.  Much like 
the other freight depots in this area; the depot grew and was rebuilt as the 
railroads and industries they served grew. The depot was expanded in 1901 from 
300 foot one-story structure to an 800 foot long two story structure.  
 
This railroad facilitated the development of the warehouses and other industrial 
structures on the North side of First Street North by allowing direct rail access.  
Many of the buildings along First Street North are configured much like those on 
Third Avenue North. These buildings were built directly up to the rear of the rail 
yards. This building configuration resulted in the need for loading docks on the 
front of the buildings to allow for the transfer of the goods to other transportation 
modes other than railcars.   This firm’s railroad depot was the main shipping and 
receiving center for “Implement Row”- a series of agricultural implement dealers. 
The depot remains intact today and has been converted into residential units. 
The depot is located at 50 4th Avenue North. 
 
Northern Pacific Railroad 
The Northern Pacific Railroad’s rail yard and freight depot facility were located 
between First and Second Streets North bounded by Fourth Avenue North and 
Tenth Avenue North. The railroad occupied the full width of the block and 
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps suggest that the introduction of this rail yard 
resulted in the closure of Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Avenues between First and 
Second Streets North creating the long mega-block configuration that exists 
there today. 
 
The southern access to this rail yard was obtained via a single spur line from the 
Great Northern Railroad. The Northern Pacific rail yard was located below the 
grade of the adjacent streets and the spur line ran below Fourth Avenue North. 
The Fourth Avenue North Bridge and its abutments remains, however the 
opening below the bridge has been walled off. The physical grade change of the 
site is no longer intact. The rail yards have been developed into multi-family 
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residential buildings. The Northern Pacific Railroad is not located in the historic 
district, but the Fourth Avenue North Bridge is a contributing resource to the 
Minneapolis Warehouse District.   
 
Minneapolis St Paul and Sault Ste.  Marie Railroad now known as the “Soo Line” 
The Minneapolis St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Rail yard, freight and passenger 
depots were located between Second Street North and Washington Avenue 
North bounded by Fourth Avenue North and Tenth Avenue North.  This rail yard 
was a relative late comer to the district. It was constructed in the early 1900s. 
 
The development of this rail yard and freight depot fueled the growth of the 
implement industry and other warehouses along the north side of Washington 
Avenue North.  At the time of its construction most of the building sites with rail 
access had been developed in this area.  Implement warehouse firms were 
looking for new available sites that were not in the Warehouse District.  
Implement manufactures started to build in other railroad adjacent sites within 
Minneapolis and outside of the city.  This rail facility provided direct rail access to 
properties along Washington Avenue North. This rail yard and the development it 
facilitated along Washington Avenue resulted in a change to the street grid. 
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Avenues North were closed resulting in the 
block configuration along Washington Avenue North. 
 
Chicago Great Western Railroad 
Chicago, St. Paul, Milwaukee Wisconsin Central Railroad was once known as 
the Chicago Great Western Railroad and is now known as the Union Pacific 
Railroad.  
 
The Chicago Great Western Railroad operated a rail yard and depot that ran 
parallel to First Street North and the Mississippi River. It was located at one-half 
block north of First Street North and was bounded by Hennepin Avenue and 
Third Avenue North.  The first freight house was erected in 1901 and was rebuilt 
as a three story, 400 foot long structure in 1907.  The freight house was included 
as a contributing structure in the 1989 NRHP listing of the Minneapolis 
Warehouse District. The freight house was subsequently demolished for the 
Federal Reserve Bank Project. 
 
Unlike other freight facilities and railroad yards, adjacent structures did not have 
direct rail access.  Due to this disconnect the buildings adjacent to the rail yards 
do not have rear loading docks or other physical signs of connection to the rail 
yard. 
 
The Creation of the “Cut” 
The most significant alteration of the landscape of the Warehouse District was 
made in the Fourth Avenue North Rail Corridor in 1890.  The Minneapolis & St. 
Louis and Great Northern railroad lines were intertwined and jointly occupied the 
Fourth Avenue North Rail Corridor. Conflict between these two railroads the, City 
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of Minneapolis, and the Minneapolis Street Car System led to the manipulation of 
the landscape in this area; resulting in the built form that is commonly referred to 
as the “Cut.”   
 
When the Great Northern rail line was completed in 1867 it followed a path into 
Minneapolis that brought it across Nicollet Island roughly where Third Avenue 
North is located. The line sliced through the block between Third and Fourth 
Avenues and First and Second Streets North.  Two viaducts were created to gain 
access over the railroad as it cut through First and Second Streets North.  As the 
line moved south it crossed Washington Avenue, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Streets 
at-grade.  This prevented uninterrupted access to the north portion of 
Minneapolis from Washington Avenue, Third Street North, and the other streets 
the rail lines and yards bisected. 
 
In 1886, a lawsuit was filed between the Great Northern and Minneapolis & St. 
Louis Railroads and the City of Minneapolis because of a dispute over rail 
access. One of the contributing factors to the conflict was the expansion of the 
street car system along Washington Avenue North and the at-grade railroad 
crossing at Washington Avenue and Fourth Street North.  In May of 1890, the 
parties came to a settlement that reshaped this portion of the historic district and 
paved the way for warehouse and business expansion along Washington 
Avenue North and other northern portions of the district.9   
 
The settlement included the lowering of the railroad tracks and rail yards and the 
construction of bridges over the Washington Avenue North and Third, Fourth, 
Fifth, and Sixth Streets North.  The through tracks were expanded to a total of six 
tracks from the Mississippi Bridge through the district. The viaducts at First and 
Second Street North were rebuilt to accommodate the additional tracks. To 
provide access to the newly lowered rail yards, an alley located along Third 
Avenue North between Third Street and Washington Avenue North was turned 
into a street, which is known as Traffic Street.  The excavated soil was used to 
build embankments for the new viaducts, and to grade portions of Seventh Street 
North. Other soil was hauled out of the site on flat rail cars.10 
 
The rail yards and freight depots also were completely reconfigured. In 1890, the 
Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad constructed a passenger depot along the 
southern side of the rail corridor, on the east side of Washington Avenue. It 
constructed two freight houses along the southern portion of the corridor between 
Third and Fifth Streets North.   
 
In 1891, the Great Northern Railroad constructed two freight houses between 
Washington Avenue North and Fourth Street North. The roofs of these buildings 
were directly below the Third Street North Viaduct.  The rail yards for these two 

                                                 
9 Minneapolis Tribune “Finally Settled” May 10, 1890 
10 Minneapolis Tribune “The North Side Crossing” September 5, 1890 
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companies were built a higher grade than the through tracks. The grade 
separation was supported by a retaining wall.11   
 
 
Implement Warehousing 
 
In 1867, there were two agricultural implement dealers located on Washington 
Avenue North within the historic district.  The arrival and expansion of the 
railroads attracted national manufactures of farm machinery to Minneapolis and 
resulted in a significant expansion of the agricultural implement warehousing 
over the next three decades. 
 
The agricultural manufactures sought locations for warehouses that would be 
easily accessed by the railroads.  By 1900, sites along First Street North were 
developed by agricultural implement warehouses between Third and Sixth 
Avenues North and were serviced by the Chicago St. Paul Minneapolis and 
Omaha Railroad. Third Avenue North also experienced similar agricultural 
implement warehousing development between First and Fifth Streets North, 
which was served by the Great Northern and Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroads.  
The development pattern of the agricultural implement warehouses created an L-
shaped row following Third Avenue North and First Street North. This implement 
district became known as “Implement Row.” One publication noted it this way: 
 

Here was the implement district – “Implement Row,” so-called- and 
here transacted the immense volume of business which annually 
supplied the northwest with machinery for sowing, cultivating, and 
harvesting her crops.  The dealer seeking supplies in his city had 
but commence at one end of the row and steer a straight course 
toward the other, inspecting on his way every manner and style of 
implement and vehicle.12 

 
During this period: 
 

An implement dealer might travel from the Dakotas or Montana on 
the Northern Pacific Railroad to Minneapolis, stay overnight at 
Hotel Brunswick and in one day make his selection of year’s 
agricultural implements from the dozens of warehouses in the L-
shaped “Implement Row”.13 

 
As the implement warehousing industry grew so did the demand for new and 
larger buildings. This demand resulted in a change in what was known as 
“Implement Row.” A 1901 article in Farm Implements documents this change: 
                                                 
11 Minneapolis Tribune “Finally Settled” May 10, 1890 
12 Farm Implements, “Minneapolis’ New Implement District”. December 1901, p40 
13 Society for Industrial Archaeology, A Guide to the Industrial Archaeology of the Twin Cities (St. Paul: 
Minnesota Historical Society, 1983),  p. 89. 
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Within the past year this has materially changed [referencing the 
previous quote].  “Implement Row” has been broken up, through 
the defection of some of the prominent houses, which have 
removed to an entirely new district in the southern part of the city, 
and two of the leading threshing machine industries have located 
on Washington Avenue North. During the year to come still other 
firms have heretofore been located on “Implement Row” will 
remove their headquarters to another locality.14 

 

 
 
 
The expansion of the implement warehousing industry resulted in growth within 
the historic district and areas outside the district.  Implement warehouses were 
constructed southeast of the district at the corners Third Street South and 
Seventh Avenue South. Within the district, expansion occurred along the north 
side of Washington Avenue North fed by access to the Minneapolis St Paul and 
Sault Ste. Marie Railroad.  
 

                                                 
14 Farm Implements, “Minneapolis’ New Implement District”. December 1901, p40 

Figure 3. Implement Row.               Base image: 1953 Aerial Photo
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Great Northern spur lines running between Third Street North and Washington 
Avenue North facilitated growth along the south side of Washington Avenue 
North. Spur lines also fed warehouses immediately adjacent to the through tracks 
of the Great Northern and St. Louis railroads. These spur lines supported the 
Minneapolis Moline Plow Company at 401 3rd Street North. 
 
Surviving implement warehouses from the original “Implement Row” period 
include the Lindsay Brothers Warehouse at 400 1st Street North; the Champion 
Building at 420 1st Street North; the Itasca “A” and “B” Warehouses at 702-708 
1st Street North and the Moline, Milburn and Stoddard Company building at 256 
3rd Avenue North.   
 
Later implement warehouse construction was fueled by Great Northern Spur 
Lines and the  Minneapolis, St. Paul, Sault Ste. Marie Railroad (commonly known 
as the Soo Railroad).  These included such notable buildings as the Dean & 
Company at 410 Washington Avenue North; the Minnesota Moline Plow 
Company at 401 3rd Street North, the Parlin & Orendorff Plow Company at 607 
Washington Avenue North; the Geisser Manufacturing Company at 606 
Washington Avenue North, the International Harvester Company at 618 
Washington Avenue North, the Deere-Webber Company at 800 Washington 
Avenue North.  
 
The most prominent implement companies which maintained facilities in the 
warehouse district included the Lindsay Brothers Company, the International 
Harvester Company and the Deere Webber Company.  The Lindsay Brothers 
Company became the largest independent farm implement wholesaler in the 
United States. The International Harvester Company of America remained the 
largest producer of harvesting machines in the United States until the 1920s. The 
Deere Webber Company, a branch of the John Deere Company, ultimately 
became the largest of the many implement companies serving the Midwest.  
 
 The Twin Cities dominated the agricultural implement industry and:  
 

Served as the distributing center for agricultural implements and 
other manufactured products sold as far west as Montana, Idaho, 
and western Canada.  By 1907 500,000 carloads a year were being 
shipped from the Twin Cities, 300,000 of which were classified as 
jobbing (distributing or wholesaling) business. By 1908 Minneapolis 
could boast that it was largest distribution point in the world for 
agricultural implements. By 1915 the manufacture and distribution 
of farm equipment had succeeded the flour and grain trade as the 
biggest business in Minneapolis dollar volume.15  

 
 
                                                 
15 Society for Industrial Archaeology, A Guide to the Industrial Archaeology of the Twin Cities (St. Paul: 
Minnesota Historical Society, 1983),  p.90 
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Wholesaling ‐ Jobbing 
 
The first wholesaling in Minneapolis was a result of the panic of 1857 which 
forced eastern markets to tighten credit with remote areas of the northwest. But 
some Minneapolis retailers managed to carry a large stock of goods and they 
extended credit to country storekeepers when their wholesaling sources had 
been eliminated. As a result, a number of general merchants began doing both a 
wholesaling and retail business, but it was not until after the Civil War that any 
exclusive jobbing business was found in Minneapolis.16  George L. Dale, 
President of the Jobbers’ Association stated at a banquet held at the West Hotel 
in 1885 that: 
 

A stranger visiting this city is so overwhelmed with the magnitude of 
the vast manufacturing interests of lumber, flour, etc., and the 
immense wheat traffic which has made this the largest wheat 
market in the country outside of New York, that other large interests 
are dwarfed and lost sight of for the moment. Very few people are 
aware of the extent of the growth of the jobbing trade of 
Minneapolis; and its progress has been so quiet and 
unostentatious, that we who are engaged in it have not realized its 
magnitude. In 1868 there was but one wholesale house in the city, 
when the grocery house of Anthony Kelly & Co. established an 
exclusive jobbing business. In 1870 there were but three wholesale 
houses, with a business amounting to but $1,000,000. In 1876 it 
had reached upwards of $5,000,000 but there were then many 
important branches of trade entirely unrepresented… in 1878 the 
sales had risen to $10,486,000.17 
 

In the 1860s it looked like St. Paul was emerging as the wholesaling 
headquarters of the upper Midwest. Minneapolis was not pursuing the 
wholesaling industry and was focused on developing its manufacturing industry. 
This is best summarized by Horace Hudson in his book   A Half Century of 
Minneapolis published in 1908: 
 

…the prevailing idea that Minneapolis was to be a manufacturing 
city exclusively-an idea which seems to have been so generally 
accepted that the thought of jobbing trade was given little attention 
for several decades. The neighboring city of St. Paul had become a 
distributing market before Minneapolis was fairly settled and was, in 
the very earliest years, looked upon as the market and supply point 
for the traders and trappers of the Indian times. Minneapolis people 
turned their attention to her undoubted manufacturing advantages 
and so thoroughly were the thought of leaving the wholesale trade 

                                                 
16 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
17 Minneapolis Business Souvenir (Minneapolis: Bachelor and Furbush, Steam Printers, 1885)  p. 2 
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to St. Paul cultivated that it is difficult at the present day to convince 
some Minneapolis people that their city has far surpassed St. Paul 
in the wholesale field. 

 
Mr. Hudson goes on to state: 
 

 “But the conditions which developed manufacturing so rapidly in 
Minneapolis were operating quietly to promote wholesaling. It was 
inevitable that the receiving market for grain and other farm 
products of the northwest should become in time the principal 
distributing market for the goods for which these products were to 
be exchanged. As the greatest grain market of the west 
Minneapolis was bound to become a jobbing city as well.” 18 

 
Wholesalers were naturally attracted to the area northwest of the business 
district where land values were relatively low and easy access to railroad lines 
was nearby.  In 1908 it was observed that: 
 

The general wholesale trade of the city is rapidly getting into 
quarters in the district immediately north of Hennepin Avenue, from 
the river to Sixth Street. There is a tendency in the agricultural 
implement line to scatter beyond this limit, the main purpose being 
to secure track facilities, but there seems no doubt that the main 
wholesale center will be in the district mentioned.19 

 
Many wholesalers began modest business in the area of Washington Avenue 
North with the leading lines in 1878 consisting of (1) groceries, fruit and cigars, 
(2) dry goods, notions and clothing and (3) produce and commission.  Many of 
these small businesses merged and expanded and would move several times 
within the warehouse district in order to acquire larger facilities. Such was the 
case with the North Star Boot and Shoe Company, the George Newell Company 
and the Wyman, Partridge & Company, each of whom had been located on 
Washington Avenue North only to ultimately move to massive warehouse 
buildings along 1st Avenue North at the turn of the twentieth century. 20  
 
The expansion of jobbing in Minneapolis was, much like the rest of the 
warehousing industries, a product of the access to markets driven by the railroad 
expansion in the Northwest. Vaile and Nordstrom succinctly discuss the entwined 
growth of the railroads, population and the jobbing industry. 
 

                                                 
18 Horace B. Hudson, A Half Century of Minneapolis (Minneapolis: The Hudson publishing Co., 1908),  p. 
426 
19 Horace B. Hudson, A Half Century of Minneapolis (Minneapolis: The Hudson publishing Co., 1908),    
p. 434 
20 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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Before 1870 the jobbing industry had not been large in either city 
[Minneapolis & St. Paul]. The population of Minnesota was less 
than half a million, and that of the Dakotas and Montana was very 
small.  Manufactured products had been supplied largely by 
Chicago and St. Louis wholesalers. After 1870 the population and 
commerce expanded rapidly in the Northwest. The trade of St. 
Louis wholesalers in the area declined with the completion of the 
first railroad from the East to the Mississippi. This event had 
established Chicago as the principal source of manufactured goods 
in the area, but by the turn of the century the position of Twin City 
wholesalers had become firmly established. … Since 1900 the Twin 
Cities have been the center of wholesale distribution for the area 
comprised of Minnesota, North and South Dakota, a large part of 
eastern Montana, northern Iowa, and western Wisconsin.21 

 
This rapid growth is reflected in the wholesale trade statistics. In 1876 the 
wholesale trade in Minneapolis was 5.3 million dollars.  The next nine years 
brought substantial growth in the wholesale trade. By 1884 the trade had 
increased by ten times its 1876 size and was now over $58 million.  This rapid 
growth continued and by 1890 was estimated to be $135 million. In 1900 the 
wholesale trade was about $200 million and by 1907 it grew to $280 million.  The 
leading wholesale lines at the time were groceries, fruit and produce, agricultural 
implements, machinery, hardware and dry goods. By 1916 Minneapolis was one 
of the top three largest fruit distribution centers in the county.  By 1919 the 
wholesale trade in Minneapolis reached $1 billion. In 1929, as the industry was 
on the cusp of major changes, the wholesale trade was reported at over 1.25 
billion dollars.22 
 
The warehouse district continued to grow and eventually expanded north of 
Hennepin Avenue from the river to 6th Street and along Washington Avenue and 
the adjacent side streets with rows of massive warehouses constructed after the 
turn of the century. By 1920 there were approximately 300 warehouse 
businesses in Minneapolis. 
 
 
Manufacturing and Other Supporting Industries 
 
Numerous buildings in the Warehouse Historic District were never occupied by 
warehousers. Manufacturers constructed buildings in this area for the same 
reason the warehousing industry was attracted to the area, cheap land and rail 
access. The district had numerous manufacturers that created goods ranging 
from bags to candy to automobiles. Examples include: the Northern Bag 
                                                 
21 Roland S. Vaile and Alvin L. Nordstrom, Public Merchandise Warehousing in the Twin Cities 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1932) p. 13-14 
22 Roland S. Vaile and Alvin L. Nordstrom, Public Merchandise Warehousing in the Twin Cities 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1932) -14 
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Company at 700 Washington Avenue North, he Gurley Candy Company at 900 
3rd Street North and the Ford Motor Company at 420 5th Street North.  
 
The area was also occupied by many saloons, taverns, hotels and other 
industries that supported the visitors to and workers in the warehouse district. 
Many of theses establishments were located in the area of early growth in the 
warehouse district bounded by Washington Avenue North, Third Avenue North, 
First Street North and First Avenue north.  Still other two and three story 
structures with first-story storefronts and offices or other uses above were 
developed to service the surrounding industries throughout the district. Buildings 
such as the two-story structures at 130 4th Street North and 22 5th Street North 
are intact examples of this with retail or services on the first floor and offices on 
the second floor.   
 
The elevator industry facilitated the vertical expansion of new warehouses and 
manufacturers. One of the most prolific elevator businesses was the Gust 
Lagerquist Company, which occupied a structure at 510 3rd Street North.   
 
 
Decline of Warehousing 
 
The 1920s brought a long period of decline to the warehouse district as a result 
of changes in the wholesaling and transportation industries and because of 
general economic conditions in the United States.  The access to markets 
created by railroads which once made this part of a city a national leader in the 
jobbing and agricultural implementation industries also contributed to its decline.  
The low intrastate shipping rates began to increase. This changed the way goods 
were distributed. The low rates made it economical to warehouse goods in 
Minneapolis and ship them northwest to points serviced by the railroads. The 
increase in the shipping rates reduced the economic viability of warehousing 
goods in Minneapolis. 
 
Between 1918 and 1925 three general readjustments were made in the level of 
rates throughout the country.23  The most consequential rate change to 
Minneapolis warehousing occurred in 1931, when a new interstate rate structure 
was made effective on December 3rd.  This rate change marked a change in how 
goods met customers. Instead of shipping goods to Minneapolis, eastern 
manufactures could ship directly to buyers in the Midwest and northwest and 
bypass Minneapolis. Additional rate changes in 1932 added a further handicap 
for warehouses in maintaining their market share. 
 
The change in rail shipping rates was not the only factor contributing to the 
decline of the warehousing industry. Changes in industry business models, 

                                                 
23 Vaile. Public Merchandise Warehousing in the Twin Cities, p 17 
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transportation improvements, and changes in building construction all contributed 
to the decline.  In 1932 it was noted that: 
 

During the past ten years important changes have occurred in 
wholesale distribution in the Twin Cities.  There has been, for 
example, a gradual but steady decrease in the number of large 
wholesale firms in the grocery, dry-goods, drug and hardware fields 
as a direct result of near failure or consolidation of individual 
concerns.  In the grocery field the tendency has been toward 
smaller trade areas. The main causes of these changes have been 
the growing importance of chain stores, the increasing sales of 
mail-order houses, the tendency of large manufacturers to establish 
their own branches, the increasing cost of transportation, and the 
development of the motor truck with the attendant decentralization 
of wholesaling.24 

 
Once the railroad began to lose importance as a mode of transportation, many 
wholesalers found it more profitable to build simple one story warehouses in 
suburban areas rather than maintain multi-story structures in the city where they 
have been previously located close to rail transportation.25   
 
Changes in the farm machinery industry and the eventual collapse of American 
agriculture in the 1920s and 1930s were also important factors in the decline of 
the implement business.  “In 1900 there were 25 machinery companies 
headquarters in the district, by 1930 only five remained…”26   
 
The Great Depression brought further decline to the Warehouse district as well. 
During this period of economic stagnation many buildings fell vacant and into 
disrepair while other property owners retained their businesses but neglected to 
maintain their buildings.  For these reasons and because the warehouse district 
remained some distance from the centers of development in the city, a 
remarkable number of buildings have been preserved intact.27   
 
 
Architecture 
 
The Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District is significant for is architecture. 
Many of the buildings were designed by the city’s most talented and successful 
architects whose work is often scarcely represented in other parts of the city. The 
district spans a period of 65 years and encompasses revolutionary changes in 
construction technology and design. The quality of design is well stated by 
Horace Hudson in his book Half Century of Minneapolis: 
                                                 
24 Vaile. Public Merchandise Warehousing in the Twin Cities, p. 18 
25 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
26 Minneapolis Riverfront Development Coordination Board, St. Anthony Falls Rediscovered, 1980 p. 17 
27 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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One of the interesting and very creditable evolutions of the later 
period [1890s -1905] of local wholesaling has been the distinct 
change from slipshod building to substantial architecture. No class 
of business is now better housed than the wholesale trade of 
Minneapolis, and many of the structures are models of the best 
business architecture. It has been found that beauty is not 
incompatible with business utility, and that architectural correctness 
is not necessarily prohibitively expensive.  The implement 
warehouses of the Advance Thresher Company, the Great 
Northern Implement Company and adjacent concerns, the new 
warehouse of the Simmons Hardware Company, the Wyman 
Partridge & Company main building, as well as the warehouse on 
Seventh street, the Leslie Paper Company building, the 
Minneapolis Paper Company building-these are all structures which 
show the progress that is being made.28 
 

Every major architectural style was employed from the Italianate, Queen Anne 
and Richardsonian Romanesque to numerous classically inspired revivals and 
the curtain wall Commercial Styles.  Structurally, the heavy timbered mill and 
semi-mill construction eventually gave way to structural steel and innovative 
designs in reinforced concrete. For these reasons, the Minneapolis Warehouse 
Historic District is a showcase of commercial architecture in the Midwest.29  
 
The following are among the notable architects, as identified by Rolf Anderson in 
the NRHP Designation from 1989, who designed buildings in the Warehouse 
District. 
 
Charles E. Bell 
Charles E. Bell (1858-1932) was educated in Philadelphia and worked as a 
carpenter for 7 years before moving to the Midwest where he practiced with a 
succession of partners. Together with John H. Kent, Bell designed the Montana 
State Capitol; he was also responsible for the South Dakota Capitol as well as 
numerous county courthouses in Minnesota, South Dakota, Iowa and Wisconsin. 
His buildings are usually designed in the Beaux Arts or Renaissance Revival 
Styles. Bell Designed the Brin Glass Company building in the Warehouse District 
in 1919, his last known work. 
 
George Emile Bertrand & Arthur Bishop Chamberlin 
George Emile Bertrand (1859-1931) and Arthur Bishop Chamberlin (1865-1933) 
formed a successful partnership in 1897 which resulted in numerous classically-
inspired residential and commercial buildings. Bertrand studies architecture in 
Boston and Minneapolis and wrote various articles on classical architecture 

                                                 
28 Horace B. Hudson, A Half Century of Minneapolis Minneapolis: The Hudson publishing Co., 1908,    p. 
434 
29 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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which were published in The Western Architect. Chamberlin was born in Ohio 
and moved to Minneapolis where he received his architectural education. Their 
Minneapolis designs include The Northwestern Knitting Company (1906), the 
Minneapolis Athletic Club (1912) and the Physicians and Surgeons Building 
(1910/1915). Bertrand and Chamberlin designed 9 buildings in the Warehouse 
District including the Dean & Company warehouse – 410 Washington Avenue 
North (1902); the Northwestern Glass Company buildings- 215/219 Second 
Street North (1912/1918) and the Parlin and Orendorff Plow Company- 607 
Washington Avenue North (1910). 
 
Christopher Adam Boehme and Victor Cordella 
Christopher Adam Boehme (1865-1916) was educated at the University of 
Minnesota and worked with Warren B. Dunnell for fourteen years before forming 
a partnership with Victor Cordella (1872-1937) which lasted from 1903-11. 
Cordella was born in Poland and studied at the Royal Academy of Aft in Krakow 
before coming to the United States in 1890 where he worked with Cass Gilbert. 
Boehme and Cordella’s most famous design was the Svan Turnblad residence 
(now The American Swedish Institute, 1903). The firm designed three buildings 
in the Warehouse District including the P.F. Laum & Sons building – 415 First 
Avenue North (1903). Boehme individually designed six additional buildings 
which included several for the Gluek Brewing Company as well as the Maytag 
Company Building – 515 Washington Avenue North (1916). 
 
Cass Gilbert 
Cass Gilbert (1859-1934) was educated at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and worked fro the prestigious New York firm of McKim, Mead and 
White before returning to St. Paul in 1883.  He practiced architecture in St. Paul 
with another M.I.T. student, James Knox Taylor, until 1891 and maintained a St. 
Paul office until 1910 when he moved his entire practice to New York City. He is 
Minnesota’s best known architect and one of his most widely acclaimed designs 
was the Minnesota State Capitol (1895-1905). Gilbert extensively remodeled the 
Realty Company Warehouse – 100 First Avenue North (1902/1906). 
 
Warren H. Hayes 
Warren H. Hayes (1849-1899) graduated from Cornell University in 1871 and 
practiced architecture in New York for ten years before moving to Minneapolis in 
1881. He had specialized in church design on the east coast and designed the 
First Congregation Church (1886) and the Wesley United Methodist Church 
(1890) in Minneapolis. His buildings in the Warehouse District include the Lyman-
Eliel Drug Company -24 Third Street North (1892) and the Creamery Package 
Manufacturing Company – 333 Washington Avenue North (1895).  
 
Edwin Hawley Hewitt and Edwin H. Brown 
Edwin Hawley Hewitt (1874-1939) and Edwin H. Brown (1875-1930) formed a 
highly successful partnership which was organized in 1911 and lasted until 
Brown’s death in 1930.  Edwin Hewitt was educated at the University of 
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Minnesota, M.I.T. an the L’Ecole des Beaux Arts. Brown studied at Harvard and 
the Worcester Polytechnic Institute.  Together they designed various buildings in 
Minneapolis including the Hennepin Avenue Methodist Church (1914), St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church (1908-1911), the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company 
(1934) and the Metropolitan National Bank building (1906).  Hewitt and Brown 
designed three buildings in Warehouse District, the Gurley Candy Company 
Factory – 129 Second Street North (1915), the Northern Bag Company – 700 
Washington Avenue North (1920), and the Loose Wiles Biscuit Company – 701 
Washington Avenue North (1910).   
 
 
Harry Wild Jones 
Harry Wild Jones (1859-1935) was born in Michigan and received his 
architectural education at Brown University and M.I.T. In 1883 he worked as a 
draftsman for Henry Hobson Richardson before coming to Minneapolis. Jones 
was employed by William Channing Whitney and James C. Plant for two years 
before he opened up his own office in 1885.  He also served as a Professor at 
the University of Minnesota and a President of the Minnesota Chapter of the AIA.  
His Minneapolis designs include the Lakewood Cemetery Chapel (1908), the 
Minnetonka Yacht Club (razed) and West High School (razed).  He also designed 
churches in China, India, and Burma. Jones designed two of the best known 
buildings in the Warehouse District, the Lindsay Brothers Warehouse – 400 First 
Street North (1895) and the Butler Square Building – 518 First Avenue North 
(1906).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Butler Square Building, 518 First Avenue North, looking north.  1917
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Frederick G. Kees and Serenus Milo Colburn 
Frederick G. Kees (1852-1927) and Serenus Milo Colburn (1871-1927) formed a 
highly successful partnership (1900-1924) responsible for some fo the best 
known commercial buildings Minneapolis. Kees was born in Baltimore and 
served an apprenticeship in the offices of E.C. Lind from 1865-1878 before 
moving to Minneapolis. He worked briefly for LeRoy Buffington and eventually 
formed the well known partnership of Long and Kees (1884-1898), for which 
Kees was the principal designer. He also pursued various business interests and 
was President of the Western Architectural Publishing Company and Auto Gas 
Regulating Company.  Serenus Colborn came to Minneapolis from Connecticut 
at the age of 25 and was employed as an apprentice to James C. Plant from 
1886-1891. He eventually became William Channing Whitney’s head draftsman 
in the 1890s. Together Kees and Colborn designed such well known buildings in 
Minneapolis as the Advance Thresher Building (1900), the Emerson Newton 
Plow Company (1904) and the Pittsburg Plate Glass Company (1910).  They 
designed four buildings in the Warehouse District, the Deere Webber Company – 
800 Washington Avenue North (1902), the Stearn Building -327 First Avenue 
North (1904), the Minneapolis Ford Plant -420 Fifth Street North (1913) and the 
Wyman Partridge and Company – 110 Fifth Street North (1916). 
 
 
Franklin Bidwell Long, Frederick G. Kees, Lowell A. Lamoreaux and Olaf 
Thorshov 
The firm of Long and Kees and their successors dominate the Warehouse 
District with at total of 18 buildings. Franklin Bidwell Long (1842-1912), 
considered the city’s first example of businessman architect, was born in New 
York and later moved to Chicago in 1859 where he worked for several firms 
before coming to Minneapolis in 1868.  He worked independently and with a 
number of partners before forming a partnership with Frederick Kees in 1883.  
Their impressive Minneapolis designs, usually in the Richardsonian Romanesque 
Revival Style, include the Lumber Exchange Building (1885), the Masonic 
Temple (1885); the Minneapolis Public Library (razed), the Minneapolis City Hall 
and Hennepin County Courthouse (1888) and the Flour Exchange Building 
(1892). The partnership dissolved in 1898.  Franklin Long’s son Louis L. Long 
(1870-1925) had joined the firm and the partnership was then known as Long 
and Long until 1909 when Lowell A. Lamoreaux (1861-1922), a long time 
associate was made a full partner. The firm remained Long, Lamoreaux, and 
Long until 1920 when Olaf Thorshov (1882-1928) became a partner and it 
became Long, Lamoreaux and Thorshov.  The partnership then became Long 
and Thorshov from 1922 to 1950.  The firm holds the distinction of being the 
second oldest architectural firm in duration in the State of Minnesota.  The varied 
designs by this firm in the Warehouse District include such notable buildings as 
the Champion Building -420 First Street North (1896), the Kingman Building -314 
First Avenue North (1886), the Wyman Partridge and Company Building -400 
First Avenue North (1896), the Robitshek Building -25 Fourth Street North 
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(1919), the Bradshaw Building -106 Washington Avenue North (1925) and the 
LaVoris Chemical Company – 918 Third Street North (1922).  
 
Gottlieb Magney and Wilbur H. Tusler 
Gottlieb Magney (1884-?) and Wilbur H. Tusler (1891-1985) formed a partnership 
in 1917 which produced one of Minneapolis’s most famous buildings, the Foshay 
Tower (1929) which was the City’s tallest building until 1972.  They also designed 
the Minneapolis Post Office (1931-1933) and several Minneapolis hospitals.  
They designed the S.T. McKnight Company building – 615 Third Street North 
(1925) in the Warehouse District. 
 
Charles S. Sedgwick 
Charles S. Sedgwick (1856-1922) was born in New York and worked for Issac G. 
Perry in Binghamton for 12 years as an apprentice, foreman, and draftsman.  He 
moved to Minneapolis in 1884 where he began a large practice which consisted 
mainly of residential work.  In 1900 he published a number of plan books with 
Glenn L. Saxton for small homes, churches, and store buildings.  His Minneapolis 
designs included the George Baird house (ca. 1885), the Andrew Presbyterian 
Church (1890), the McKnight Newell house (1888), and the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church (1896-98). Sedgwick designed the Commercial Building – 
20 Fourth Street North (1902) in the Warehouse District. 
 
Edward S. Stebbins 
Edward S. Stebbins (1854-1934) studied at M.I.T. and worked fro McKim, Mead 
and White before coming to Minneapolis in 1877. He was the first product of a 
collegiate architectural education to practice in Minneapolis and was best known 
as a designer of schools, churches, and public buildings.  Stebbins was the 
official architect for the Board of Education.  His designs in the Warehouse 
District include two stores on Washington Avenue: 761 Washington Avenue 
North (1890) and 425 Washington Avenue North (1892). He also designed the 
Brown and Haywood Glass Warehouse -128 Third Street North (1890).  
 
Carl F. Struck 
Carl F. Struck (1842-1912) was born in Norway and educated in Oslo and 
Copenhagen before immigrating to the United States in 1865.  He supervised the 
construction of various buildings in Brooklyn, Cleveland and Chicago and 
ultimately settled in Minneapolis in 1881.  The majority of his important 
commissions were for Scandinavian fraternal buildings and churches.  His 
Minneapolis designs include Dania Hall (1886) and the Pracna Building (1890).  
Struck designed the Chicago House -124 First Street North (1884) in the 
Warehouse District. 
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Claude Allen Porter Turner 
Claude Allen Porter Turner (1869-1955) graduated from Lehigh University in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania in 1890 with an engineering degree.  He worked for a 
number of bridge construction companies as a civil and structural engineer 
before coming to Minneapolis in 1897.  He was employed by the American 
Bridge Company for a period of time but began his own business in 1901 as a 
designer, engineer and contractor for concrete work.  He eventually opened 
offices in New York, Chicago and Winnipeg.  Turner was a forerunner in the 
development of reinforced concrete and eventually patented over 30 processes 
for various forms of reinforcement and types of centering for reinforced concrete 
construction.  In 1898 he used a slab system supported by girders spanning 
columns and by 1903 he concluded could delete the beam, which may have 
invented the concept of the first flat slab on mushroom columns.  By 1913 the 
process was used in over 1,000 buildings throughout the world.  The process 
initiated one of the most efficient forms of construction in reinforced concrete and 
won enduring acclaim from the engineering community.  C.A.P. Turner’s three 
buildings in the Warehouse District include the Wisconsin Central Freight Station 
– 10 Hennepin Avenue (1907- razed in 1994), the Green and DeLaittre Company 
-500 Third Street North (1908), and the Great Northern Warehouse -716/730 
Washington Avenue North (1919-21). 
 
William Channing Whitney 
William Channing Whitney (1851-1945) graduated from Massachusetts State 
College in 1872 and moved to Minneapolis three years later in 1875.  He is best 
known for palatial residential works in reserved classical styles.  His designs in 
the Warehouse District include the Baker Importing Company -212 Second 
Street North (1884), the Minneapolis Iron Store -200 Second Avenue North 
(1896-97) and a warehouse building at 322 1st Avenue North (1903).
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Part III: Description & Evaluation  
 
Description 
 
The proposed local Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District is a 30 block area 
located immediately west of downtown Minneapolis and south of the Mississippi 
River. The district contains a total 254 individual resources. The district contains 
158 buildings, 65 structures, and 31 sites. 60 of these resources are considered 
noncontributing. The boundaries for the district were determined by the highest 
concentration of warehouse buildings, the buildings of associated industries, and 
historic infrastructure such as rail corridors, streets, and alleys. 
 
 
Physical Features of Historic Context 
 
The beginnings of the warehouse district occurred in an area bounded by Third 
Avenue North to the west and First Avenue North to the east. It includes 
properties fronting Second Avenue North, First Street North, Second Street 
North, and Washington Avenue North. In this document this area is referred to as 
the Nineteenth Century Warehouse Area and it constitutes the extent of the 
district from 1865 through the late 1880s. During the expansion of the railroads in 
the 1880s many of the original structures in the Nineteenth Century Warehouse 
Area were razed or lost to fire and new structures were constructed in their place. 
Due to the original platting and presence of remaining original structures, the new 
infill structures continued to resemble the original development pattern of this 
area and the character of the area continues to be defined by smaller scale two 
to four story structures with narrow building widths. 
 
Fueled by the access to commerce generated by the railroads, the area grew 
from the Nineteenth Century Warehouse area along two primary axes: southwest 
and northwest. Southwest along the Burlington Northern Rail lines, as reflected in 
the growth along Third Avenue through First Avenue North. Northwest along the 
Soo Line, Northern Pacific Rail lines, and spur lines off of the Burlington Northern 
Rail lines as reflected in the growth along First Street North, Washington Avenue 
and Third Street North. 
 
Moving out from the Nineteenth Century Warehouse Area of the district along 
theses axes the expansion of the industries is evidenced in the size, scale and 
design of the structures.  The growth of the industry was also reflected in 
individual businesses that grew too big for their buildings and demanded larger 
buildings to accommodate their growing businesses. The Wyman Partridge and 
Company exemplifies business expansion by moving south along First Avenue 
North from site to site. The first form of their partnership was located at 214 
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Hennepin Avenue; by 1890 they moved to the intersection of First Avenue North 
and Second Street North. In 1896, they constructed their building at 400 1st 
Avenue North and later built their building on Fifth Street North.   
 
As the warehousing industries grew they sought new and larger sites for their 
buildings. They assembled larger sites, comprised of multiple smaller lots, to 
accommodate their rapidly growing businesses. The footprints of the buildings 
were not the only aspect of the building to grow; their heights grew as well.  The 
growth of the industries in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
coincided with improvements in building technology that allowed for taller 
structures.   
 
These buildings were large rectilinear boxes built for warehousing and 
manufacturing. The buildings were work horses designed for an industrial 
purpose, but the wealth generated by the businesses and industries that built 
these buildings often afforded the architects who designed these boxy buildings 
to embellish their buildings with ornate details.  The expansion and growth of the 
industries and their structures illustrates the evolution of industry needs, 
construction technologies and architecture over the period of significance. 
 
The street grid is traditionally the primary form generator of the built environment.  
In most urban areas it shapes the locations, configuration, and relationship of 
buildings, structures and other features within a city. In downtown Minneapolis 
this has historically translated into buildings developing business or pedestrian 
friendly facades on all four sides of a block.  Alleys were traditionally used for 
loading and unloading of shipments of goods. The street facing façades often 
became the public face of buildings and the alley facing façade became the 
transactional commercial or industrial face of a building.  This is evident in 
Nineteenth Century Warehouse Area and in the buildings along First and Second 
Avenues North within the proposed local designation of the Minneapolis 
Warehouse Historic District.   
 
The presence of the railroads in the district modified the relationship of the street 
grid as being the primary form generator of the buildings, structures, and sites 
within the proposed district.  The railroads were critical in transforming commerce 
in Minneapolis and within the proposed district the railroads fueled the growth of 
the warehousing and manufacturing industries in the late nineteenth and 
twentieth century.  The successes of warehousing and the railroads were 
intertwined in Minneapolis.  This interconnectedness is physically manifested in 
the proposed district in two primary ways.  First is the transformation of the 
landscape of the district, which will be discussed later in this section.  
 
The second way the interconnectedness of the railroads and warehousing is 
physically manifested is in the location, configuration and design of buildings 
adjacent to the rail yards and rail corridors.  Buildings developed a public facade 
along the street and an industrial facade facing their freight access. Buildings 
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along Washington Avenue North and Third Street North, north of the Fourth 
Avenue North Rail Corridor are prime examples of this configuration.  The rear of 
these buildings lined rail corridors and the rear of the buildings contained 
integrated train sheds, loading docks and canopies to aid in the transfer of goods 
and materials.   
 
Unlike the traditionally developed blocks in the proposed district and in downtown 
Minneapolis all four sides of the block are not treated as public-pedestrian 
façades.  Because the traditional alley was replaced by a rail corridor, a street 
facing façade had to be designed to allow for the industrial or commercial 
activities such as loading and unloading of goods.  In the traditional block design 
all of this transfer of good is done in the alley. Since carriages and in later years 
trucks could not access the portions of the buildings abutting the rail corridors an 
additional façade was needed to be dedicated for this purpose.  Along 
Washington Avenue North and Third Street North the bisecting Avenues of Fifth, 
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth served as this façade where loading docks, canopies, and 
other industrial accesses traditionally found in alleys were provided.   
 
Where there were no streets to bisect the buildings lining rail corridors, the fronts 
of those buildings took on these ancillary industrial purposes. The loading docks 
and canopies lining some of the buildings along Third Avenue North and First 
Street North are evidence of this configuration.  The loading docks and canopies 
located on the fronts or sides of the buildings are indicative of a building’s 
adjacency to a rail corridor or rail yard.  They are significant in defining the 
interconnected relationship of the railroads and the growth of warehousing and 
manufacturing in Minneapolis.   
 
The interconnectedness of the railroads and the warehousing and manufacturing 
within the district is evident in the transformation of the landscape of the district. 
The landscape of the district is defined by the patterns of streets, alleys, rail 
corridors, building and structure locations, and grade changes. The original street 
grid in the Warehouse District is interrupted and modified by superimposition of 
the railroad infrastructure on the platted city.   
 
Through streets such as Sixth, Seventh and Eight Avenues were closed between 
Washington Avenue North and First Street North to accommodate rail yards.  
Fourth Avenue North, south of Second Street North, was developed into a rail 
corridor.  As a result of this change, Washington Avenue North, Third, Fourth, 
Fifth, and Sixth Streets were interrupted by the at-grade crossing of the Fourth 
Avenue North rail lines and rail yards until 1890.  As result of legal settlement in 
1890, the land below the Fourth Avenue North Rail Corridor was excavated, the 
through tracks and rail yards lowered, and bridges built over the rail infrastructure 
to reconnect the streets.   
 
The manipulation in the Fourth Avenue North rail corridor in 1890 resulted in the 
feature more recently referred to as the ‘Cut”.  This feature exemplifies the 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  34 
 

transformative power of the railroads on the landscape of the area.  As a result of 
lowering the grade of the rail lines and rail yards, bridges were constructed for 
Washington Avenue North, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Streets North.  To 
accommodate the bridging of these streets grade transitions were required 
adjacent to the bridges.  These grade changes are not as evident on the east 
side of the Fourth Avenue North Rail Corridor due to the area already being built 
up with warehousing buildings. The grade changes are more evident on the west 
side of the rail corridor especially at the intersections of the bridged streets and 
Fifth Avenue North.  This is because this area was not built up for commercial 
interests at the time of the changes and the area grew in commercial desirability 
after the improved access to the railroads facilitated by these changes.  New 
buildings constructed on the west side of the rail corridor are integrated into the 
grade changes. All of these modifications to the street grid and original grade 
were made to accommodate the railroads, which were the lifeblood of the district.   
 
 
Historic Integrity 
 
Since 1930 over 30 buildings have been demolished in the Minneapolis 
Warehouse Historic District. Three of which were lost during the NRHP 
designation study and five of which were demolished after the district was 
designated in 1989. While some of the original building and landscape fabric of 
the district has been removed or altered, the district in general retains a high 
level of integrity.   
 
Many of the extant buildings exhibit good integrity; although very few of the 
warehouse and manufacturing buildings within the district continue to be used for 
their original industrial purposes.  New uses include residential, office, and other 
commercial and entertainment uses.  In general, most buildings have intact 
historic materials and details. The most common alterations have been the 
removal of cornices and original sashes. New windows have been installed in 
most buildings, but few window openings have been significantly altered.  In 
some cases, the original façade and fenestration patterns of a structure have 
been obscured by façade treatments such as stucco.  
 
The impact of additions on the integrity of the individual buildings and the 
surrounding district is minimal. A handful of buildings in the district have had 
rooftop additions.  Three parking ramps have been constructed within the district 
adjacent to contributing structures.  
 
New construction is scattered throughout the district, however it is primarily 
concentrated along First and Second Streets North.  Many of the buildings and 
sites for this new construction were demolished prior to the local or national 
designation of districts in the area. Due to the overlap of the NRHP Minneapolis 
Warehouse District with the locally designated St. Anthony Falls District the new 
construction has been approved by the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation 
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Commission.  As a result of the local regulatory review the impact of the new 
construction on the integrity of the area is minimal. The development of the 
Federal Reserve Bank at 90 Hennepin Avenue has had the largest impact on the 
district as it resulted in the demolition of three contributing structures within the 
district.   
 
One of the eight railroad freight depots that existed in the area remains intact. 
The extant depot is the Chicago St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad 
freight depot at 50 Fourth Avenue North.  The depot retains its integrity; however 
there is little physical evidence of the rail yard that it served.  
 
All, but one of the rail yards in or adjacent to the district have been lost.  The 
extant rail yard is the Minneapolis & St. Louis and Great Northern rail yard and 
the structures and rail infrastructure that were once located here have been 
removed and the area used as a parking lot.  The remnants of the rail yard can 
be seen in the freight loading areas of the adjacent buildings, in the modified 
grade that was created for the yards, and the grade change between the existing 
through rail corridor that is occupied by Burlington Northern.  This existing rail 
yard retains its integrity despite the loss of the buildings and tracks which once 
occupied the yards. Its setting, location, design, feeling and association created 
between the railroads and the warehousing industry remain intact.  
 
The historical rail corridors remain intact. The corridors retain the integrity of their 
setting, design, location and the feeling and association they create between the 
other resources within the district. The Burlington Northern Railroad still operates 
through tracks in the Fourth Avenue North Rail Corridor.  Two spur lines fed 
buildings off of the Great Northern lines. These Great Northern spur lines are no 
longer operational and all but a couple segments of tracks have been removed. 
However, 
 
One of the six bridges over the Fourth Avenue North Rail Corridor remains – the 
Washington Avenue North Bridge. However, bridge was significantly altered 
earlier this decade. The steel truss structure was saved and placed on top of a 
more modern concrete deck bridge. The other bridges in the district have been 
reconstructed. 
 
The design of the streets (the width and grade) remains intact.  The streets and 
alleys retain their integrity, while in most cases they have lost their materials, 
they retain the setting, design, location and the feeling and association they 
create between each other and the other resources within the district. Many of 
the streets and alleys within the district have been reconstructed and the original 
paving materials and other elements of the infrastructure have been lost.  
 
The streets and the alleys in the district were typically paved with brick or 
cobblestone. Since 1930 the original street materials have been covered or 
replaced by concrete and asphalt paving materials. In a few locations in the 
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district these original paving materials are still visible and intact.  Portions of Fifth 
Avenue North, Sixth Avenue North, Third Street North, Second Avenue North 
and Traffic Street still possess some or all of the brick or cobblestone pavers.  
Eighth Avenue North has an intact wood paver system and even some granite 
curbing remains. Street car infrastructure that once filled many of the streets has 
disappeared leaving only the automobile infrastructure.  Street furniture, street 
lights and other street elements that may have been present have been removed 
or replaced with contemporary furnishings.   
 
Period of Significance 
 
The period of significance for the proposed local designation of the Minneapolis 
Warehouse Historic District is 1865 to 1930.  This is the period of significance 
that was established in the NRHP nomination.  The beginning date corresponds 
to the year that the oldest extant structure was built, which was the Pacific Block 
at 224 Washington Avenue North. This year just predates the 1867 opening of 
the railroad bridge over the Mississippi River which facilitated the expansion of 
the Warehouse District.  
 
The year 1930 marks the beginning of a period of significant decline in the 
warehouse district.  The last contributing structure to be built in the district was in 
1926.  Warehousing in the late 1920s was declining. This decline was caused by 
multiple factors: 

• Growing importance of chain stores,  
• Increasing sales of mail-order houses,  
• Tendency of large manufacturers to establish their own branches,  
• Increasing cost of transportation,  
• Development of the motor truck which was the attendant of 

decentralization of wholesaling.30   
 
Significant changes in shipping rates occurred in 1931 and marked the end of the 
warehousing business model that created the warehouse district.   
 
Merged Boundary of Proposed Local District  
 
The proposed boundaries of the local designation of the Minneapolis Warehouse 
House District match the NRHP district boundary. This boundary was evaluated 
using the methodology outlined in Part I of this report.  The boundaries include 
the highest concentration of resources associated with context of the 
warehousing industry. Four sites that were included in the North Loop 
Warehouse Historic District are not included in the proposed local district 
boundaries as they are on the periphery of the North Loop District and not 
included in the NRHP district. The sites are vacant sites that were not individually 
                                                 
30 Roland S. Vaile and Alvin L. Nordstrom, Public Merchandise Warehousing in the Twin Cities 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1932) p. 18 
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evaluated in the 1978 local designation, yet included in that district. These four 
sites were not included in the NRHP district listing in 1989.  
 
The alignment of the proposed local district boundaries is consistent with the 
boundaries of the NRHP district. The proposed local district boundaries are 
consistent with the evaluation conducted for the listing of the district on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  It is also consistent with direction given by 
the City Council in 2000, when it adopted the Minneapolis Warehouse Action 
Plan, and in 2009, when it adopted The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable 
Growth. 

 
List of Resources 
 
The following is a list of the individual resources, their status 
(contributing/noncontributing) and the type of resource. A contributing resource 
conveys the significance of the district. A noncontributing resource does not 
convey the significance of the district as it was built outside the period of 
significance or heavily modified so that it has lost its integrity and ability to 
convey its significance.  Full descriptions of individual resources and a resource 
index map can be found in Part V.  
   

 Figure 4. Proposed Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District
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List of Resources and Status 
ID#  Address Status Resource Type 

1 90 Hennepin Avenue Noncontributing Building 
2 100 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
3 116 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
4 120 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
5 128 1st Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
6 246 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
7 248-250 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
8 254 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
9 256 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 

10 300 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
11 314 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
12 318-322 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
13 330 1st Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
14 400 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
15 416-430 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
16 500-514 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
17 518 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
18 241 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
19 315 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
20 317 1st Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
21 319 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
22 321 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
23 323-325 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
24 327 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
25 415 1st Avenue North Contributing Building 
26 24 2nd Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
27 100 2nd Avenue North Contributing Building 
28 212 2nd Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
29 216 2nd Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
30 254 2nd Avenue North Contributing Building 
31 245 2nd Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
32 419 2nd Avenue North Contributing Building 
33 100 3rd Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
34 116 3rd Avenue North noncontributing Building 
35 126 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
36 200-218 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
37 250 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
38 400 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
39 410 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
40 414 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
41 418 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
42 107 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
43 127 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
44 219 3rd Avenue North Contributing Building 
45 56 4th Avenue North Contributing Building 
46 4th Avenue North Bridge Contributing Structure 
47 111 4th Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
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ID#  Address Status Resource Type 

48 409 5th Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
49 300 6th Avenue North Contributing Building 
50 30 1st Street North Contributing Building 
51 100 1st Street North Contributing Building 
52 102 1st Street North Noncontributing Site 
53 104 1st Street North Noncontributing Site 
54 110 1st Street North Noncontributing Site 
55 120 1st Street North Noncontributing Site 
56 124 1st Street North Contributing Building 
57 126 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
58 200 1st Street North Contributing Building 
59 206 1st Street North Contributing Building 
60 212 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
61 224 1st Street North Contributing Building 
62 1st Street North Bridge Noncontributing Structure 
63 400 1st Street North Contributing Building 
64 408 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
65 420 1st Street North Contributing Building 
66 428 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
67 602 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
68 614 1st Street North Contributing Building 
69 616 1st Street North Contributing Building 
70 620 1st Street North Contributing Building 
71 624 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
72 700 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
73 702-708 1st Street North Contributing Building 
74 710-722 1st Street North Contributing Building 
75 724 1st Street North Contributing Building 
76 113 1st Street North Contributing Building 
77 115 1st Street North Contributing Building 
78 117 1st Street North Noncontributing Site 
79 119 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
80 121 1st Street North Contributing Building 
81 123 1st Street North Noncontributing Building 
82 125 1st Street North Contributing Building 
83 213 1st Street North Nonontributing Site 
84 217 1st Street North Contributing Building 
85 221 1st Street North Contributing Building 
86 28 2nd Street North Contributing Building 
87 128 2nd Street North Noncontributing Site 
88 200 2nd Street North Contributing Building 
89 212 2nd Street North Contributing Building 
90 222 2nd Street North Contributing Building 
91 2nd Street North Bridge Noncontributing Structure 
92 119 2nd Street North Contributing Building 
93 129 2nd Street North Contributing Building 
94 215 2nd Street North Contributing Building 
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ID#  Address Status Resource Type 

95 219 2nd Street North Contributing Building 
96 223 2nd Street North Noncontributing Site 
97 108 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
98 116 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
99 118 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 

100 126 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
101 200-204 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
102 208 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
103 214 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
104 224 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
105 300-312 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
106 326 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
107 Washington Avenue North Bridge Contributing Structure 
108 410 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
109 428 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
110 500 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
111 508 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
112 520 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
113 528 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
114 600 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
115 606 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
116 618 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
117 700 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
118 716 -718 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
119 730-750 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
120 800 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
121 828 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
122 101 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
123 107 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
124 109-111 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
125 113-115 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
126 117 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
127 119 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
128 121-123 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
129 125-129 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
130 201 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
131 207-209 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
132 211 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
133 213 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
134 215 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
135 301 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
136 307 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
137 315-317 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
138 401 Washington Avenue North Contributing Site 
139 419 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
140 425 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
141 501 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
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ID#  Address Status Resource Type 

142 507 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
143 515 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
144 525 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Building 
145 607 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
146 701 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
147 729 Washington Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
148 753 Washington Avenue N Noncontributing Site 
149 761 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
150 801 Washington Avenue North Contributing Building 
151 24 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
152 110 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
153 112 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
154 114-122 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
155 128 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
156 200 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
157 206 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
158 314 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
159 320 3rd Street North contributing Building 
160 Third Street North Viaduct Noncontributing Structure 
161 420 - 428 3rd Street North Noncontributing Site 
162 500 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
163 510-520 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
164 530 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
165 618 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
166 246 7th Avenue North Noncontributing Site 
167 722 3rd Street North Noncontributing Site 
168 728 3rd Street North Noncontributing Site 
169 748 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
170 900 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
171 918 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
172 21 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
173 25 3rd Street North Noncontributing Site 
174 123 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
175 329 3rd Street North Noncontributing Building 
176 401 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
177 505 3rd Street North Noncontributing Building 
178 519 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
179 525 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
180 615 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
181 701 3rd Street North Contributing Building 
182 18 4th Street North Contributing Building 
183 20 4th Street North Contributing Building 
184 118 4th Street North Contributing Building 
185 130 4th Street North Contributing Building 
186 Fourth Street North Viaduct Noncontributing Structure 
187 25 4th Street North Contributing Building 
188 27 4th Street North Contributing Building 
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ID#  Address Status Resource Type 

189 123 4th Street North Contributing Building 
190 22 5th Street North Contributing Building 
191 26 5th Street North Contributing Building 
192 110 5th Street North Contributing Building 
193 126 5th Street North Noncontributing Building 
194 300 5th Street North Contributing Building 
195 Fifth Street North Bridge Noncontributing Structure 
196 420 5th Street North Contributing Building 

197 
1st Avenue North, between the Federal Reserve 
Bank and 1st Street N Contributing Structure 

198 
1st Avenue North, between 1st and 2nd Streets 
North Contributing Structure 

199 
1st Avenue North, between Washington Avenue 
North and 3rd Street North Contributing Structure 

200 
1st Avenue North, between 3rd Street North and 4th 
Street North Contributing Structure 

201 
1st Avenue North, between 4th and 5th Streets 
North Contributing Structure 

202 
1st Avenue North, between 5th and 6th Streets 
North Contributing Structure 

203 2nd Avenue North, from alley to 1st Street North Contributing Structure 
204 2nd Avenue North, from 1st to 2nd Streets North Contributing Structure 

205 
2nd Avenue North, from 2nd Street North to 
Washington Avenue North Contributing Structure 

206 
2nd Avenue North, from Washington Avenue North 
to 3rd Street North Contributing Structure 

207 2nd Avenue North, from 3rd to 4th Streets North Contributing Structure 
208 2nd Avenue North, from 4th to 5th Streets North Contributing Structure 
209 3rd Avenue North, from 1st to 2nd Streets North Contributing Structure 

210 
3rd Avenue North, from 2nd Street North to 
Washington Avenue North Contributing Structure 

211 
3rd Avenue North, from Washington Avenue North 
to 3rd Street North Contributing Structure 

212 3rd Avenue North, from 4th to 5th Streets North Contributing Structure 

213 
4th Avenue North, from 56 4th Avenue North to 1st 
Street North Contributing Structure 

214 
5th Avenue North from district boundary  to 
Washington Avenue North Contributing Structure 

215 
5th Avenue North, from Washington Avenue North 
to 3rd Street North Contributing Structure 

216 5th Avenue North, from 3rd to 4th Streets North Contributing Structure 
217 5th Avenue North, from 4th to 5th Streets North Contributing Structure 

218 
6th Avenue North, from district boundary to 
Washington Avenue North Contributing Structure 

219 
6th Avenue North, from Washington Avenue North 
to 3rd Street North Contributing Structure 

220 
6th Avenue North, from 3rd Street North to district 
boundary Contributing Structure 

221 
7th Avenue North, from Washington Avenue North 
to 3rd Street North Contributing Structure 
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ID#  Address Status Resource Type 

222 
7th Avenue North, from 3rd Street North to district 
boundary Contributing Structure 

223 
8th Avenue North, from Washington Avenue North 
to district boundary Contributing Structure 

224 
9th Avenue North from Washington Avenue North to 
3rd Street North Contributing Structure 

225 1st Street North, between 1st and 2nd Avenues N Contributing Structure 

226 
1st Street North, between 2nd and 3rd Avenues 
North Contributing Structure 

227 
1st Street North, between 4th and 8th Avenues 
North Contributing Structure 

228 
2nd Street North, between 1st and 2nd Avenues 
North Contributing Structure 

229 
2nd Street North, between 2nd and 3rd Avenues 
North Contributing Structure 

230 
Washington Avenue North, between 1st and 2nd 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

231 
Washington Avenue North, between 2nd and 3rd 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

232 
Washington Avenue North, between 5th  and 6th 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

233 
Washington Avenue North, between 6th  and 7th 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

234 
Washington Avenue North, between 7th and 8th 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

235 
Washington Avenue North, between 8th and 9th 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

236 
Washington Avenue North, between 9th and 10th 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

237 
3rd Street North, between district boundary and 2nd 
Avenue North Contributing Structure 

238 
3rd Street North, between BN Railroad line and 5th 
Avenue South Contributing Structure 

239 
3rd Street North, between 5th and 6th Avenues 
North Contributing Structure 

240 
3rd Street North, between 6th and 7th Avenues 
North Contributing Structure 

241 
3rd Street North, between 7th Avenue North and 
district boundary Contributing Structure 

242 
4th Street North from district boundary to 2nd 
Avenue North Contributing Structure 

243 
5th Street North between roughly 1st and 2nd 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

244 Traffic Street Contributing Structure 
245 405 Washington Avenue North Contributing Structure 

246 
Great Northern Spur line Corridor between 
Washington Avenue North and 3rd Street North Contributing Structure 

247 
Great Northern Spur line Corridor between 3rd and 
4th Streets North Contributing Structure 

248 

Alley Block 55 between Washington Avenue and 
3rd Street North bounded by 1st and 2nd Avenues 
North Contributing Structure 
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ID#  Address Status Resource Type 

249 
Alley Block 60 between 3rd and 4th Streets North 
bounded by 1st and 2nd Avenues North Contributing Structure 

250 
Alley Block 83 between 4th and 5th Streets North 
bounded by 1st and 2nd Avenues North Contributing Structure 

251 

Alley Block 35 between 2nd Street North and 
Washington Avenue North bounded by 1st and 2nd 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

252 
Alley Block 24 between 1st and 2nd Streets North 
bounded by 1st and 2nd Avenues North Contributing Structure 

253 
Alley Block 25 between 1st and 2nd Streets North 
bounded by 2nd and 3rd Avenues North Contributing Structure 

254 

Alley Block 34 between  2nd Street North and 
Washington Avenue North bounded by 2nd and 3rd 
Avenues North Contributing Structure 

 
 
 
 

Resource Type  Contributing  Noncontributing Total   
Building  133  25  158   
Structure  60  5  65   

Site  1  30  31   
Object  ‐  ‐  ‐   
Total  194  60  254   
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Part IV: Conclusion 
 
The Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District is significant to the heritage of 
Minneapolis as it represents evolving patterns of commercial growth during the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century that shaped the city’s identity. The 
proposed district provides physical evidence of the interconnectedness of the 
warehousing, manufacturing, and their supporting industries on the railroads. The 
architecture of the buildings exemplify the growth of an industry and how that 
was manifested in technological and design improvements as both the industries, 
building technology and popular design evolved from 1865 to 1930.  The 
Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District retains it integrity and meets the 
following criteria for designation as a local historic district:   

• Designation Criterion One: The property is associated with 
significant events or with periods that exemplify broad patterns of 
cultural, political, economic or social history. 

• Designation Criterion Four: The property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of an architectural or engineering type or style, or method 
of construction. 

• Designation Criterion Six: The property exemplifies works of master 
builders, engineers, designers, artists, craftsmen or architects. 

 
 
Benefits of Local Designation 
 
The proposed district is currently listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP). Listing on the National Register provides the owners of income 
producing properties specific federal tax incentives for rehabilitation, provides 
protection from adverse effects of federal involved projects, and allows for further 
review and consideration of demolitions. There is no design review associated 
with National Register Designation and thus limited protection from inappropriate 
changes to the resources of the district. 
 
Changes to locally designated districts are reviewed by City staff and the 
Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) as mandated in the 
Minneapolis Code of Ordinances. Locally designated districts receive greater 
protection from demolition and inappropriate changes and benefit from regulation 
and design review not afforded to National Register Designations.  
 
 
Design Guidelines 
 
Changes to locally designated historic districts are reviewed by City staff and the 
Minneapolis HPC to ensure that alterations to properties within the district are 
made in an appropriate manner. The review is conducted using the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties in conjunction 
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with design guidelines adopted the by the local Heritage Preservation 
Commission.  
 
In conjunction with this designation study, CPED developed draft design 
guidelines for the Minneapolis Warehouse District.  The design guidelines were 
developed over a three month period with the input from a technical advisory 
group consisting of City staff, preservation and design professionals. In addition 
to the technical advisory group staff solicited input from the public in three 
community meetings and in many other informal meetings and online surveys.   
 
The organization of the Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Design 
Guidelines reflects the description of the district’s integrity and significance 
previously discussed in this designation study.  The guidelines are divided into 
three sections: 
 

• Site, Alley and Infrastructure Guidelines – protecting the integrity of these 
landscape resources while balancing livability and the requirements of the 
various modes of transportation. 

• Guidelines for Alterations to Existing Properties – protecting the integrity of 
contributing structures. 

• Design Guidelines for New Construction – ensuring infill design within the 
district that is compatible with its resources. 

 
The Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Design Guidelines were designed to 
best ensure the integrity of the district, while promoting a harmony with the 
livability needs of a burgeoning neighborhood and the need to encourage the 
right measures of market participation to make sure these resources are used - 
instead of neglected - and ensure the district can continue to become a vibrant 
community that celebrates its industrial heritage. 
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Part V: Individual Resource Evaluation 
 
For purposes of this description, the resources in the Minneapolis Warehouse 
Historic District are arranged numerically in sequence by their street addresses: 
first on the streets that run north and south and secondly on the streets that run 
east and west. On each street the order follows the address numbering, with 
even addresses done first and then odd addresses for each street.  Corridors, 
streets, alleys, and other infrastructure are listed at the end of the resource 
descriptions.  All photos taken by the City of Minneapolis Community Planning & 
Economic Development Department unless noted. 
 
See the attached Resource Index Map for reference. 
 
See the attached Survey Index Sheets for individual resources  
 
1. Address: 90 Hennepin Avenue 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: Federal Reserve Bank 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: 1995 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The Federal Reserve Bank facility was constructed in 1995 and was built on the site of three 

contributing structures to the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse District. The Wisconsin Central 
Freight Station at 10 Hennepin, the Seymour Hotel at 24 Hennepin and the Northrup King and 
Company building at 26 Hennepin Avenue were demolished along with a portion of the Foster 
House at 100 1st Street North.   
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2. Address: 100 1st Avenue North  
 Historic Name: The Realty Company 

Warehouse 
 Common Name: Theater de la Jeune Lune 
 Architect: Edward S. Stebbins/Cass 

Gilbert 
 Year Built: 1889 and 1902-1906 
 Status: Contributing 

 

  
 This three-story orange-colored brick warehouse was first constructed in 1889 and was designed 

by architect Edward S. Stebbins.  However, its present appearance is largely a result of an 
extensive remodeling done between 1902 and 1906 by Cass Gilbert, who at the time was 
completing the Minnesota State Capitol in St. Paul.  Elements of the Gothic Revival Style are 
employed on the long, plain facade by organizing small window openings within recessed panels 
with pointed arches.  The third story windows are also capped with similar pointed arches.   This 
approach served to unify the various window heights of the original building.  A low pediment 
completes the structure while original iron gates are still found in place on the ground level.1 The 
warehouse was converted into a theater in 1992. The structure retains high levels of integrity. 

  
 
3. Address: 116 1st Avenue North  
 Historic Name: The Rien Tool Manufacturing 

Company 
 Common Name: 116 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1887 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This rectangular three-story building constructed of yellow Chaska brick, combines Italianate and 

Queen Anne features.  It is a typical Victorian commercial building of the 1880’s.  The facade is 
divided into five bays by pilaster columns and is separated into two distinct storefronts by a 
slightly projecting central entry.  Details include rusticated stone banding which occurs on the 
pilaster columns and joins the window sills and hoods, checkerboard panels between the 1st and 
second floor and a dentil course at the cornice.  The windows are not original and the original 
storefront has been altered. The building was converted into offices in 1982. The building retains 
its integrity. 

  
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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4. Address: 120 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Hennepin Steam Laundry 
 Common Name:  
 Architect: Orff Brothers 
 Year Built: 1884 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This three-story yellow brick store and warehouse was constructed at a cost of $35,000 in 1884.  

The facade is divided into three bays by pilaster columns and features Romanesque and Queen 
Anne elements.  These details include checkerboard lunettes above the third story windows and a 
heavy cornice with recessed brick ornamentation.2 The structure was converted into offices in 
1982. It retains its integrity. 

 
 
5. Address: 128 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 128 1st Avenue North 
 Common Name: 128 1st Avenue North 
 Architect:  
 Year Built:  
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former three story brick warehouse demolished in 1960. 
  

 

                                                 
2 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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6. Address: 246 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Parke Davis & Company 
 Common Name: 246 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1887 and 1910 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story brick store was built as a one story building in 1887 with the second story added in 

1910.   The second story is constructed with Roman Brick and is defined by corner quoins and 
contains three windows with segmental arches.  A flat cornice with saw tooth corbels terminates 
the building.3  The windows were replaced in 1988 and in 1998 the entrance was altered. Despite 
these alterations the building retains its integrity. 

  
 
7. Address: 248-250 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: 248-250 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1886 and 1904 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story brick store building features a double store front which is largely a result of a 1904 

addition.  It is without ornamentation other than stone sills and lintels and a flat bracketed 
cornice.4  The storefronts have been altered, but the building retains its integrity. 

  

                                                 
3 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
4 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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8. Address: 254 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Gluek Brewing Company 
 Common Name: Yamamoto Moss Inc 
 Architect: Christopher A. Boehme 
 Year Built: 1912 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Gluek Brewing Company building is a two-story brick structure with simple classical details 

and large window openings.  A semicircular transom is placed above the building’s entrance 
which is also flanked by doric pilasters.  A parapet with recessed panels is placed above a cornice 
which features a dentil course.5  The exterior of the building has been painted with a faux marble 
finish and the storefront has been modified. While the integrity of the exterior materials is 
impaired by its current condition the building retains its integrity of design, setting, workmanship, 
feeling, and association.  

  
 
9. Address: 256 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Commercial Building 
 Common Name: The Commercial Building 
 Architect: Charles Sedgwick 
 Year Built: 1902 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The four-story brick Commercial Building combines elements of the Art Nouveau Style, as seen 

in its entrance, with the Commercial Style as seen in the building’s straightforward design with 
large window openings.  The first story is defined by corner piers with articulated brick quoins 
and cast iron columns.  The entrance is framed by two short octagonal columns of rather severe 
entasis with stylized Ionic capitals.  A limestone lintel rests on the columns and the word 
“Commercial” is carved on the face in relief.  The upper stories contain no ornamentation other 
than limestone sills which run unbroken across the facade to the projecting corner piers.  A fifth 
story was removed after a 1958 fire.6 The building retains its integrity despite the removal of the 
fifth story.  The building was constructed by a group of Minneapolis businessmen for rental office 
space.   

  
 

                                                 
5 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
6 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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10. Address: 300 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Langdon Building 
 Common Name: 300 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: W.H. Dennis 
 Year Built: 1887 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Langdon Building is an impressive five-story brick and stone warehouse designed in the 

Richardsonian Romanesque Style with elaborate terra cotta ornamentation and finely detailed 
brickwork.  The square building features two principal six bay facades with emphasis on a 
prominent corner pavilion with ornate terra cotta shield.  The first and second stories contain large 
window areas which are framed by round brick arches resting of stone piers.  The arches are 
decorated with a terra cotta mold which includes snarling lion heads and foliated designs.  A 
decorative letter “L” in a foliated circle also appears.  The upper stories are organized by brick 
pilasters which extend beyond the roofline of the building.  The cornice consists of a series of 
semi-circular corbelled arches and the parapet contains recessed brick panels and further terra 
cotta ornamentation.7 The building retains high levels of integrity. 
 
This building was originally owned by Robert Bruce Langdon and leased for many years to the 
George R. Newell Company.  Newell came to Minneapolis in 1866 and soon entered the grocery 
business.  In 1870 he became a partner in the firm of Stevens, Morse and Newell, a wholesale 
grocery firm.  After a succession of partners, the firm became the George R. Newell and Company 
in 1882.  For years the company occupied a building at 9,11, and 13 Washington Avenue North 
but in 1881 moved to Washington and First Avenue North only to again outgrow their quarters 
and move to the large warehouse at 300 1st Avenue North.  In 1923 the firm expanded its facilities 
and built a warehouse at 601 North 3rd Street, also within the Warehouse District.  The George R. 
Newell Company eventually became the Super Value Chain. 8 

 

                                                 
7 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
8 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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11. Address: 314 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Kingman Building 
 Common Name: 314 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: Long and Kees 
 Year Built: 1886 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Kingman Building warehouse is a four-story deep red brick and stone building designed in a 

commercial adaptation of the Queen Anne Style.  Although the ground floor has been altered, the 
upper stories are in original condition with finely executed details in brick and stone.  The upper 
three stories are divided into bays by five brick piers which extend their tapered ends beyond the 
roof line and which employ curved bricks at the pier corners.  The windows have been modified 
are a fixed transom over two sliding windows.  The fourth story windows are rounded with glazed 
brick arches and above the arches is more decorative brickwork.  An ornate panel of carved stone 
is placed on each pier and between the arches.9  The storefront was altered in 1961. The building 
retains its integrity despite this alteration.  

 
 
12. Address: 318-322 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: Fine-Line Music Café 
 Architect: William Channing Whitney 
 Year Built: 1903  
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This brick building was first designed as a four-story wholesale store in 1903.  Two stories were 

added in 1910 and a one-story addition was made to the north in 1912.  In 1915 a one story 
addition was made to the North of the structure. The second and third stories have three bay with 
paired double-hung windows with brick surrounds.  The fourth through the sixth stories consist of 
bands of six windows enclosed by an ornamental brick frame.  A Renaissance Style cornice 
completes the building.  The building was rehabilitated in the 1980s and the storefront was 
modified in 1962 and 2009. The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
 
 
                                                 
9 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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13. Address: 330 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 330 1st Avenue North 
 Common Name: 330 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant Parking Lot. Former filling station built in 1921 and demolished in 1941 
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14. Address: 400 1st Avenue North  
 Historic Name: Wyman Partridge and 

Company 
 Common Name: Wyman Building 
 Architect: Long and Kees 
 Year Built: 1896 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The seven-story Wyman Partridge & Company wholesale building was built at a cost of $250,000 

and combines elements of the Renaissance Revival Style with Neo-Classical features.  The ground 
story has large windows and fluted Doric columns and is surmounted by a Doric frieze with 
tyiglyths and metopes and a dentilated cornice.  The upper stories are organized by brick pilasters 
that terminate in arches above the sixth story semicircular windows.  The attic story is composed 
of Ionic columns and patterned brick areas which separate the bands of windows.  Bands of ornate 
terra cotta decorate both the first and second stories and a broad cornice terminates the building.  
A similar addition extended the building to the west in 1910.10  The 4th Street entrance still 
contains an original floor mosaic with the Wyman Partridge & Company logo.  New windows 
were installed in 2006 and a new entrance along 1st Avenue North was added in 2007. The 
structure retains its integrity. 
 
The jobbing of dry goods in Minneapolis began with the formation of the firm of Wyman and 
Mullen in 1874.  This young concern occupied a single floor of warehouse space but quickly 
expanded and built facilities at 214 and 216 Hennepin Avenue.  After several partnership changes 
the firm became the Wyman Partridge and Company in 1890 and occupied a large warehouse at 
1st Avenue North and 2nd Street.  In 1896 their building at 400 1st Avenue North was constructed 
but later construction included a warehouse at 7th Street and 3rd Avenue North, a factory on 1st 
Avenue North near 7th Street, the Wyman Partridge & Company Building on 5th Street North and 
other warehouses were leased as well.  By 1908 the company operated the largest dry goods 
business north of Chicago.11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
10 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
11 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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15. Address: 416-430 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: North Star Boot and Shoe 

Company 
 Common Name: Kickernick 
 Architect: Hayes and Spaulding 
 Year Built: 1896 and 1902 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The North Star Boot and Shoe Company wholesale factory and warehouse building was first 

constructed in 1896 and designed by Hayes and Spaulding in the Renaissance Revival Style.  A 
similar addition was made in 1902 to the northern portion of the site by F.B. & L.L. Long, 
although the upper stories of the addition were organized by window reveals into vertical bands.  
The tri-part facade features striated brick on the first and second stories and a prominent cornice.  
Brick voussiors are utilized in the keystoned arched entrances. The 1st floor windows have been 
replaced and a new entrance added to the building. The building retains its integrity.  

 
 
16. Address: 500-514 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: McDonald Brothers Company 
 Common Name: Butler North 
 Architect: Long and Long 
 Year Built: 1900 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The McDonald Brothers Building is a straightforward six-story structure designed in the 

Renaissance Revival Style.  The heavy lower level has banded brick piers which are separated by 
large windows and are capped by a projecting cornice.  The second through fifth floors have 
regular window openings decorated only by stone sills.  The sixth floor rests on a projecting 
molding and is capped by a prominent metal cornice with dentils and modillions.  An eight-story 
addition at 115 North 5th Street was designed by Long, Lamoreaux and Long in 1909.  This 
building, while compatible with the Renaissance Style of the original structure, features a loggia 
with Doric columns on the top story. The windows have been replaced, but the structure still 
possesses high levels of integrity. 
 
This building was occupied for many years by the McDonald Brothers, a wholesale grocery and 
glassware concern. 
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17. Address: 518 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Butler Brothers Building 
 Common Name: Butler Square 
 Architect: Harry Wild Jones 
 Year Built: 1906 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The elegant Butler Brothers Building is a large nine-story wholesale warehouse which occupies 

half a city block.  The exterior is constructed with a deep wine-red brick with a semi-glazed finish 
in the basement and the parapet.  A brick band is placed above and below the second story to give 
the building a strong horizontal expression.  Above this window openings are organized as vertical 
elements through the use of recessed brick spandrals and pointed Gothic arches at the top floor.12 
The windows have been modified with spandrel glass installed between the vertical window 
openings. A corbelled parapet with geometric ornamentation caps the building. The Butler 
Brothers Building is listed individually on the National Register and retains its integrity. 
 
The Butler Brothers Company was one of the largest wholesalers of general merchandise in the 
United States.  The firm began in Boston in 1877 and established branches in New York, Chicago, 
St. Louis, Minneapolis and Dallas.  Apparently, the Minneapolis business community conducted 
negotiations with the Butler Brothers Company to attract them to Minneapolis.  Their 500 page 
catalogue contained 40,000 items.13 
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18. Address: 241 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Martin Brothers Company 
 Common Name: Lerner Building 
 Architect: Lindstrand Almars 
 Year Built: 1917 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 Built on the site of an 1894 building by Long & Kees, this brick warehouse is designed in a simple 

Neo-Classical Revival Style.  Four monumental pilasters of striated brick organize the facade into 
center entrance bay two flanked by two bays.  The flanking bays are further organized by column-
like mullions which extend from the first floor through the second story.  Recessed metal spandral 
panels with garlands and swags separate the first and second stories while the remaining spandrals 
contain patterned brick14.  A skybridge connects the fourth story of this building to the building at 
24 3rd Street North. An elevated entry walkway runs along the front of the building. The storefront 
windows have been replaced. The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
19. Address: 315 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Hooker Building 
 Common Name: 315 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: F.B. Long & Company 
 Year Built: 1884 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The first three stories of the Hooker Building wholesale store are incorporated within three 

archways which terminate above the third story semicircular windows.  The fourth story has three 
groups of windows with finely detailed arches and the fifth story has corresponding groups of 
windows framed by decorative Queen Anne Style brickwork.  A corbelled cornice terminates in a 
series of recessed arches.15  The storefront has been modified and the windows replaced.  The 
structure still possesses its integrity. 
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20. Address: 317 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 317 1st Avenue North 
 Common Name: 317 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant lot used for outdoor seating.  Former warehouse built in 1892 and demolished in 1932. Site 

was used for parking after demolition. 
 
21. Address: 319 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Burd Building 
 Common Name: The Burd Building 
 Architect: Long and Long 
 Year Built: 1907 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The five-story Burn Building is a narrow, rectangular brick structure designed in a simple 

Commercial Style.  Pilaster columns divide the upper floors of this warehouse into four bays 
which are further defined by recessed spandrels.  The original name of the building is still in place 
within an inset panel above the fifth story and is emphasized by an egg and dart molding16.  The 
storefront was altered in 1953 and the windows have been replaced. Despite these alterations the 
building retains its integrity. 
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22. Address: 321 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: Industrial Equities, LLP 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1905 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story brick store is distinguished by simple classical detailing such as a frieze with a 

geometric design above the second floor windows and a dentil course below the corbelled 
cornice.17  The first and second floor fenestration was infilled by previous tenants but has since 
been restored. The building’s integrity remains intact. 

 
 
23. Address: 323-325 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: Bootleggers Bar 
 Architect: L.E. Jepson 
 Year Built: 1906 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 Constructed as two separate buildings within a unified design, this two-story brick warehouse 

building features second story windows placed within recessed panels with an inset cross placed 
above each window.  The building terminates with a corbelled cornice with a dentil course.18  The 
storefronts and windows have been altered, but the building retains its integrity. 
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24. Address: 327 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Stearn Building 
 Common Name: American Surplus Store 
 Architect: Kees & Colburn 
 Year Built: 1904 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Stearn Building is a two-story brick, stone and terra cotta store and office building designed 

in the Neo-Classical Style.  The facades are divided into bays by alternating stone and brick 
pilasters with Ionic capitals.  A pediment is placed above the entrance on 1st Avenue North.  A 
projecting cornice completes the building. The building’s integrity remains intact. 

 
 
25. Address: 415 1st Avenue North 
 Historic Name: P.F. Laum & Sons 
 Common Name: 415 1st Avenue North 
 Architect: Boehme & Cordella 
 Year Built: 1903 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This four-story Renaissance Revival Style building features a balanced symmetrical facade of 

brick and stone.  The arched entrance is flanked by pilasters with composite capitals and is 
surmounted by a broken pediment with a large cartouche.  The upper stories are connected by 
vertical reveals and brick panels which terminate in arches over the fourth story semicircular 
windows.19  The original windows have been replaced, but the building retains its integrity. 
 
The first floor of this building provided retail space while the upper stories served as a cigar 
factory. 
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26. Address: 24 2nd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 24 2nd Avenue North 
 Common 

Name: 
24 2nd Avenue North 

 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

  
 Vacant parking lot.  Rail road lines feeding the Chicago Great Western freight house at 10 

Hennepin Avenue that was demolished. 
 
27. Address: 100 2nd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Williams Hardware Company 
 Common Name: International Design Center 
 Architect: F.B. Hart 
 Year Built: 1890 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This exuberant four-story brick and stone warehouse combines elements from the Romanesque 

Revival and Queen Anne Styles.  The projecting entrance of the seven bay facade features a 
massive circular stone arch with a keystone with the year 1890.  The second and third stories 
contain double hung windows with transoms and rusticated stone lintels while the fourth story 
windows are arranged in groups of three with semicircular arches and window hoods.  The 
semicircular arches are repeated in an elaborate corbelled cornice and recessed panels are placed 
in the parapets.  The name of one of the original owners, “Seymour”, appears in relief on the 
cornice carved in stone.20  A non-contributing loading dock addition was added to the rear of 
building in 1952 and various alterations have been made to the front entry. The building retains its 
integrity. 
 
This building had been long associated with Williams Hardware Company, wholesalers of iron 
and steel, carriage and wagon stock, and mine and mill supplies. The company was organized as a 
joint stock venture in 1896, having originated in 1861 by Joshua Williams. The building is 
currently occupied by the International Design Center.21 
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28. Address: 212 2nd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Gehl Company 
 Common Name: 212 2nd Avenue North 
 Architect: E.J. Beechetti 
 Year Built: 1950 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 This is a small one-story brick building.  It does not date within the district’s period of 

significance and is considered noncontributing. 
 
29. Address: 216 2nd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 216 2nd Avenue North 
 Common Name: 216 2nd Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former frame building and shed demolished in 1938. 

 
 
30. Address: 254 2nd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: 254 2nd Avenue North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: ca 1900 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This utilitarian brick building consists of both a one-story and a two-story section.  The original 

openings are all segmentally arched and both sections feature a corbelled cornice.22 The building 
was converted into residential units and then a bar and restaurant. The building retains its 
integrity. 
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31. Address: 245 2nd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Parke Davis & Company 
 Common Name: 245 2nd Avenue North 
 Architect: Bard & Vanderbilt 
 Year Built: 1936 
 Status: Noncontributing- It does not 

date within the period of 
significance. 

 
  
 A series of brick piers organize the facade of the Parke Davis & Company building into an 

entrance bay with emphasis on the vertical and three additional bays.  The building does not date 
within the district’s period of significance and was considered noncontributing. 

 
32. Address: 419 2nd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: F.B. Scott Wholesale Grocery 
 Common Name: 419 2nd Avenue North 
 Architect: Bertrand & Chamberlain 
 Year Built: 1910 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The F.B. Scott Wholesale Grocery is a simple three-story brick building distinguished by a 

corbelled cornice with inset Greek crosses.23 The building contains an elevated entry walkway 
similar to loading docks in the area.  In 2004 this warehouse was rehabilitated for an entertainment 
use. The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
33. Address: 100 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 100 3rd Avenue North 
 Common Name: 100 3rd Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former four story warehouse demolished in 1977 after fire. 
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34. Address: 116 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: Renco 
 Architect: Jepson Bros. 
 Year Built: 1888 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The original facade of this three-story brick store building is divided into six bays by pilasters 

which run the full height of the building.  Paired windows with stone sill courses are grouped 
within each bay on the second and third floors and are capped with segmental arches with molded 
hoods.24  The storefront has been altered and the upper floors obscured by a loosely constructed 
metal screen.  The metal screens on the structure impair the integrity of design and materials. 
While the structure retains other aspects of integrity, including setting, location, association, it 
cannot be considered contributing in its current condition. 

 
 
35. Address: 126 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: Hillman Mechanical Equipment 

Inc. 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1894 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This one-story utilitarian warehouse building features an irregular facade with various openings 

capped with segmental arches.  The rectangular building terminates with a simple corbelled 
cornice.  Several modern additions have been made to the rear although they do not detract from 
the overall appearance of the building.25 Windows appear to have been replaced and corbelling 
and brick wall on south side has been altered. Despite these alterations the building retains its 
integrity. 
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36. Address: 200-218 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Minneapolis Street 

Railroad Company 
 Common Name: Colonial Warehouse 
 Architect: Dunnell & Elliott 
 Year Built: 1885-1909 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Minneapolis Street Railroad Company consists of a series of buildings designed between 

1885 and 1909 which are integrated within a common facade.  The original Romanesque Style 
design created a series of two-story arched bays which contain multi-paned windows and a post 
placed in the center of each arch.  Above each bay are three round arched windows.  The top two 
stories resulted from a later addition and added three segmentally arched windows to each bay.26 
The rear of the building had loading access to Minneapolis & St. Louis rail line spur. The spur line 
swung curved around the rear of the building and accessed the Jacskon Building at 300 
Washington Avenue. The curved shape of a rear addition reflects this spur line alignment.  A 
loading dock runs along a portion of the Third Avenue North façade that dates to before 1912. The 
windows have been replaced throughout the building and the masonry reconstructed in some 
locations. The building retains its integrity. 
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37. Address: 250 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Moline, Milburn & Stoddard 

Company 
 Common Name: Traffic Zone Building 
 Architect: Joseph Haley 
 Year Built: 1886 and 1902 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 Listed individually on the National Register, the Moline, Milburn and Stoddard Company 

warehouse is a six-story, rock-faced limestone building designed in the Commercial Style.  Built 
in 1886, this date may be found on the right hand parapet of the 3rd Avenue facade.  The primary 
design feature of this building is the rhythmic placement of simple, unornamented windows on 
both the 3rd Avenue and 3rd Street facades.  Sills and lintels are used as belting courses that 
define the stories.  The simplicity of the design is unusual for the period.  A three-story addition 
faithful to the original design and material was made in 1902, apparently by Kees and Colburn. 
27The building has been converted to many uses over its time, it is currently being used for offices 
and artist studios. In 2009, the 3rd Avenue North loading dock was removed and reconstructed. A 
canopy covering the loading dock remains intact The building retains its integrity. 
 
The building was originally occupied by the Moline, Milburn and Stoddard Company, wholesalers 
of agricultural implements.  The corporation was made up of a combination of three great 
manufacturing concerns, The Moline Plow Company of Moline, Illinois, the Milburn Wagon 
Company of Toledo, Ohio and the Stoddard Manufacturing Company of Dayton, Ohio.  Later the 
National Biscuit Company occupied the building and used it primarily as a bakery and warehouse.  
During this period brick bake ovens were constructed on the fifth and sixth stories.  The building 
later served as a wholesaler warehouse for the F.C. Hayer Company.  28 
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38. Address: 400 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Crane Building 
 Common Name: Crane Building 
 Architect: F.A. Clark 
 Year Built: 1885 and 1895 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Crane Building consists of two separate structures, one built in 1885 and an adjacent building 

constructed in 1895.  However, modifications to unify the facades were made in 1908 by the firm 
of Bertrand and Chamberlain.  The resulting Romanesque Revival Style building features brick 
and stone pilasters on the first floor and windows with segmental arches on the second and third 
floors.  The fourth story windows have round arches and connecting molded hoods.  A medieval 
style corbelled cornice with a series of pointed arches completes the building.29  A loading dock 
runs the entire width of the 3rd Avenue North façade. The building was converted to a bar in 1988 
and in 2004 the upper stories were converted to residential units. The windows have been replaced 
and the storefronts significantly altered. Despite the alterations the building retains its integrity. 
The rear of the building faced the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad freight depot and the building 
was serviced by a rail spur.  
 
The Crane Company was a regional distributor of plumbing supplies. 

 
 
39. Address: 410 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Dakota Packaging 
 Common Name: Berg Bag Company 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: ca 1884 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This four-story building is divided into three bays with brick pilaster strips.  Decorative elements 

include stone lintels and recessed panels in the spandrals.  A corbelled cornice and parapet 
complete the building.  An identical two bay version of this building is found at 418 3rd Avenue 
North.30  A loading dock runs the entire width of the 3rd Avenue North façade. The storefront has 
been infilled; however the building retains its integrity. The rear of the building faced the 
Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad freight depot and the structure was serviced by a rail spur. The 
rear of the property contains metal canopies that cover a freight entrance. During the period of 
significance the rear of the building had a more significant structure covering a rear loading dock. 
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40. Address: 414 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Luther Ford & Company 
 Common Name: 414 3rd Avenue North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1924 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This four-story brick and reinforced concrete warehouse was built in 1924 but its massing and 

proportion were inspired by identical neighboring buildings constructed in the 1880s.  The facades 
are all organized by pilaster strips and have identical cornices and parapets.31  The upper two 
stories of the structure appear to have retained the original windows. The storefront and second 
floor windows have been altered. The rear of the building faced the Minneapolis & St. Louis 
Railroad freight depot and the structure was serviced by a rail spur. A loading dock runs the entire 
width of the 3rd Avenue North façade. The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
41. Address: 418 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Fairfax-Parson Produce 

Company 
 Common Name: 418 3rd Avenue North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: ca 1884 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This four-story brick building is a two bay version of the building at 410 3rd Avenue North.  

Identical design elements include brick pilasters, stone lintels, a corbelled cornice and parapet. 
The rear of the building faced the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad freight depot and the structure 
was serviced by a rail spur. A loading dock extends across half of the building’s 3rd Avenue North 
façade. The storefront has been altered, but the building still retains its integrity. 
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42. Address: 107 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Mother's Macaroni 
 Common Name: Trocaderos 
 Architect: F.B. Hart 
 Year Built: 1889 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The massing and proportion of this three-story store and tenement is typical of buildings 

constructed in the Warehouse District in the 1880s. Its architectural details were marginally 
obscured by subsequent stucco coating placed on the building in 1956; in 2005 the exterior stucco 
was removed revealing the building's details.  Delineating the first floor, the iron storefront is 
framed by brick columns.  The second and third floors are composed of three bays in which 
windows are framed by rustic stone lintels and brick and rustic stone pilasters.  The third floor is 
terminated by a corbelled brick cornice and projecting brackets. In 2004 a two story addition was 
made to the north of the structure and a one story addition was made to the south of the structure.  
The storefront was modified as part of this work. The building is used as a night club and 
restaurant. The additions read like two separate structures and as a result the 1889 building retains 
its integrity despite the two adjoining additions. 

 
 
43. Address: 127 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Minneapolis Threshing 

Machine Company 
 Common Name: Lappin Lighting 
 Architect: Long & Long 
 Year Built: 1901 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This three-story rectangular brick building retains original design integrity on the second and third 

floors.  These upper stories are defined by paired windows set within brick frames which organize 
the openings into vertical elements.32  The cornice was removed in 1951 and the first story has 
been restored. The building retains its integrity. 
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44. Address: 217-219 3rd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Gluek Brewing Company 
 Common Name: Monte Carlo Club 
 Architect: Boehme & Cordella 
 Year Built: 1910 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Gluek Brewing Company is a simple two-story brick building with a secondary cornice over 

the first floor and flat segmental arches with keystones over the second story windows.  The 
original storefront has been altered and the cornice removed. A one story addition was made to the 
south of the structure. The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
45. Address: 50 4th Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Chicago St. Paul Minneapolis 

and Omaha Railway Company 
Depot 

 Common Name: Chicago St. Paul Minneapolis 
and Omaha Railway Company 
Depot 

 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1880-1928 
 Status: Contributing  
  
 The Chicago St. Paul Minneapolis and Omaha Railway Company Depot was the main shipping 

and receiving center for “Implement Row” and grew with the city’s implement trade.  From a one-
story structure measuring about 330 feet long in 1885, the depot expanded by 1901 into an 800-
foot two-story complex.  In 1928 another 270 feet was constructed at the building’s northern end.  
This large utilitarian two-story brick building is defined by two portions, an office with three 
stepped gables and the freight house with large overhangs to protect cargo from the weather.33  
The building has been converted into residential units. The building retains its integrity. 
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46. Address: 4th Avenue North Bridge 
 Historic Name: 4th Avenue North Bridge 
 Common Name: 4th Avenue North Bridge 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The 4th Avenue North Bridge is a riveted, steel, low truss built in 1891 which rests on massive 

stone piers. Originally, the bridge spanned the Burlington Northern Railroad track bed between 1st 
and 2nd Streets North, a space which has now been infilled.  The 47 foot long bridge and truss 
now supports an asphalt roadway 38 feet wide. Despite being infilled circa 2003 the structure 
retains enough integrity to convey its significance. 

 
 
47. Address: 111 4th Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 111 4th Avenue North 
 Common Name: Rock Island Lofts 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: 2002 
 Status: Noncontributing- It does not 

date within the period of 
significance. 

 
  
 Seven story residential condominium building constructed in 2002. The structure is 

noncontributing because it does not date within the period of significance. 
 
 
48. Address: 409 5th Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 409 5th Avenue North 
 Common Name: 409 5th Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot adjacent to Ford Center. The site once contained a spur line that curved off of 

the Great Northern line and ran in between Fourth and Fifth Streets North. Aside from the spur 
line, which has been removed the site does not appear to have been previously developed. 
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49. Address: 300 6th Avenue North 
 Historic Name: George R. Newell & Company 
 Common Name: Duffy Paper Company 
 Architect: Walter H. Wheeler 
 Year Built: 1923 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The exposed skeletal frame of the five-story building is essentially post and beam construction 

executed in concrete.  This utilitarian building contains no decorative features. The building's 
simple design is reflective of its era of construction and demonstrates the evolution of design and 
technology within the district.34 A sky bridge addition was constructed in 1953 over Third Street 
North connecting the building to 618 3rd Street North. The rear of the property abuts a Great 
Northern Rail Spur. The building retains its integrity.  
 
The George R. Newell & Company wholesale grocery constructed this building in 1923 after 
outgrowing its building at 300 1st Avenue North35.   

 
 
50. Address: 30 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Market Hotel 
 Common Name: Origami Sushi 
 Architect: Newhausen 
 Year Built: 1888 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Market Hotel is the second building of the same name built on this site by John Heinrich.  A 

two-story frame building housing a meat market was constructed in 1867 but was replaced by this 
four-story buff-colored brick building in 1888.  The major design influence is a commercial 
derivative of the Queen Anne Style.  This is expressed in decorative brick pilaster strips which 
divided the facade into three bays and horizontal brick bands that indicate the floor levels.  
Historic photographs revealed several other Queen Anne design elements including a second floor 
oriel window and a curved metal parapet; the oriel window has since been reconstructed.36  
Alterations have also been made on the first floor storefront and numerous window openings.  The 
building retains its integrity. The east side of the building features a dumbbell plan on the once 
zero lot line to allow light and ventilation. 
 
The building was appropriately named the Market Hotel after the large City Market at the corner 
of Hennepin Avenue and 1st Street North. 
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51. Address: 100 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Foster House 
 Common Name: Foster House 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1882-1886 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Foster House is a three-story brick building 30 feet wide, built in the commercial Italianate 

Style.  It features narrow windows capped by round or segmental arches which are symmetrically 
arranged within recessed panels.  The panels are formed by slightly raised brick pilaster strips 
connected by belt courses.  The rear 1886 addition has been demolished.37   The front facade and 
east and west exterior wall are being supported by a new steel frame on the interior.  Foster House 
was rehabilitated in 1996-1997 by the Minneapolis Energy Center.   Rehabilitation was conducted 
as partial mitigation for demolition of nearby buildings in relation to construction of the Federal 
Reserve Bank. While the structure has been altered it still retains enough integrity to convey its 
significance.   
 
S.E. Foster was advertising his trade as a blacksmith in St. Anthony newspapers as early as 1851.  
He erected a blacksmith shop on this site in the mid-1860s but replaced it with a three-story brick 
store in 1884.  Two years later he converted the store into a 35-room hotel known as the Foster 
House.  A 58-foot long addition was made to the rear of the hotel in 1886 and first rented to a 
carriage manufacturer and later in 1891 to a cold storage unit.  Although the Foster House 
remained an operating hotel until the turn of the century, by 1905 the entire building was being 
used for industrial purposes. 

 
 
52. Address: 102 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 102 1st Street North 
 Common Name: 102 1st Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former livery constructed in 1889 and demolished in 1966. 
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53. Address: 104 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 104 1st Street North 
 Common Name: 104 1st Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former two story structure constructed in 1889 and demolished in 1966. 

 
 
54. Address: 110 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 110 1st Street North 
 Common Name: 110 1st Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former brick store demolished in 1921. 

 
 
55. Address: 120 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 120 1st Street North 
 Common Name: 120 1st Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former brick warehouse demolished in 1943. 
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56. Address: 124 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Chicago House Hotel 
 Common Name: The Design Partnership Ltd. 
 Architect: Carl F. Struck 
 Year Built: 1884 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Chicago House Hotel is a three-story red brick building constructed in 1884. Built in the 

Queen Anne Style, the hotel’s decorative elements include segmented brick and stone arches that 
cap the second and third floor windows, creating a polychromatic effect.  These arches are 
connected by stone blocks to form a horizontal string course which is repeated at both the sill and 
meeting rail levels.  Inset panels of carved stone are also placed at the second floor level.  The 
building is topped by a gabled cornice of galvanized metal which is supported by brackets of red 
brick. 38 Although the facade features its original ‘I’ beam, the storefront has been replaced as well 
has the windows.  The building retains its integrity. 
 
The Chicago House Hotel was built to provide inexpensive lodging for men. The hotel’s first 
owner was Herman Busche, a coppersmith whose workshop once stood at the rear of the building. 

 
 
57. Address: 126 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Shop/Warehouse 
 Common Name: 126 1st Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1950 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 This is a noncontributing one-story brick building with a stepped gable facade. It does not date 

within the period of significance. 
 

                                                 
38 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  77 
 

 
58. Address: 200 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Northwestern Hide & Fur 

Company 
 Common Name: 200 1st Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1881 and 1902 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story symmetrical brick building designed in a vernacular style features a five bay facade 

with all openings capped by segmented brick arches with projecting hoods.  A brick band connects 
all windows on the second floor.  A similar addition was constructed to the rear in 1902 with 
pilasters handled like quoins or stepped blocks. The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
59. Address: 206 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Hennepin Hotel 
 Common Name: 206 1st Street North 
 Architect: F.B. Hart 
 Year Built: 1888 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Hennepin Hotel is a three-story brick and stone building with a four bay facade.  Its principle 

design feature is a series of segmented arches with raised hood executed in the Queen Anne Style. 
In 1986 the hotel was converted into office space at which time the windows were replaced. The 
windows were again replaced in 2005. The building retains its integrity. 
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60. Address: 212 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 212 1st Street North 
 Common Name: 212 1st Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing – It does not 

date within the period of 
significance. 

 
  
 A six story, 55 unit residential brick condominium building. The façade of this structure is divided 

into three buildings: one five stories, the other six and the next is four. It is the former site of brick 
warehouse which was built in 1889, but then demolished in 1967. 

 
 
61. Address: 224 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Berman Brothers 
 Common Name: Ribnick Building 
 Architect: Kimball 
 Year Built: 1889 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The design of this brick and stone building is a commercial adaptation of the Queen Anne Style.  

The prominent features of this two bay facade are two Palladian window groups capped by 
elliptical segmented arches with rusticated keystones.  Decorative brick banding above the second 
floor windows and stone courses on the pilaster strips suggest the building’s original storefront 
which has been replaced.  The original cornice appears to have been removed.  A 1988 one-story 
addition along the west facade incorporates design features similar to the original building. The 
building retains its integrity. 
 
Since its construction in 1884, this building has provided warehouse space for a variety of 
manufacturers including products such as farm machinery, paints and varnishes and hotel supplies.  
However, the building’s closest association has been with the hide and fur industry having been 
occupied by two major firms, Berman Brothers and John Mack and Company.   
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62. Address: 1st Street North Bridge 
 Historic Name: 1st Street North Bridge 
 Common 

Name: 
1st Street North Bridge 

 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

  
 The 1st Street North Truss Bridge spanned the Burlington Northern railroad tracks between 3rd 

and 4th Avenues North.  The bridge was a steel, riveted, Pratt through truss built in 1891.  It was 
108 feet long and supported an asphalt roadway 36 feet wide.39 The bridge has been since been 
demolished and rebuilt with concrete bridge. 
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63. Address: 400 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Lindsay Brothers Building 
 Common Name: Lindsay Brothers Building 
 Architect: Harry Wild Jones 
 Year Built: 1895 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Lindsay Brothers Building is a five-story brick structure whose overall composition results 

from a series of repetitious Gothic arches.  The massing and proportions, however, were inspired 
by H.H. Richardson’s Marshall Field Wholesale Store built in Chicago between 1885 and 1887.  
Elements of Richardson’s style can be seen in the arrangement of window openings into vertical 
groups which span more than one floor as well as in their progressive decrease in size and increase 
in number from the first to the top floor.  Yet, architect Harry Wild Jones replaced Richardson’s 
rusticated stone and round Syrian arches with brick walls and pointed Gothic arches.  A graceful 
brick cornice is gradually corbelled out from the fourth floor.  Jones added the fifth floor in 1909.  
This handsome building is a particularly interesting example of Jones’ work when compared with 
his design for the Butler Brothers Warehouse of 1906. The building’s integrity remains. 
 
Virtually unchanged since its construction in 1895, the Lindsay Brothers Building was the sole 
surviving warehouse operating on “Implement Row” until 1989 when a conversion to residential 
units was begun.  
 
 The Lindsay Brothers Company traces its beginning to Fox Lake, Wisconsin, where the five 
Lindsay brothers began selling farm implements on their farm after the Civil War.  William 
Lindsay and another brother, Edward, formed an implement wholesale business in Milwaukee in 
1868 which they called Lindsay Brothers, Milwaukee.  Thomas Lindsay moved to Minneapolis in 
1865 and eventually worked as a salesman for the Milwaukee firm.  The firm of Lindsay Brothers 
was formed in 1886 by Thomas, who became General Manager, and William Lindsay, who 
financed the business although he never moved to Minneapolis.  A number of cousins joined the 
firm and later William’s son, James became the head of the Minneapolis firm.  James’ son, Hugh, 
is the present owner. 
 
The first Linday Brothers warehouse in Minneapolis was built in 1886 at 219 Washington Avenue 
North.  By the next year they had outgrown their quarters and built a new warehouse at 105-106 
3rd Avenue North.  In 1891 the warehouse and store were destroyed by fire.  The building was 
rebuilt and business continued there until 1894 when land was purchased for their present 
building. 
 
Lindsay Brothers sold an enormous variety of agricultural implements and vehicles and eventually 
expanded their operations to include plumbing and heating supplies.  They now have branch 
offices in Sioux Falls, Omaha, Des Moines, Fargo, Minot, and Mason City.  The firm was unique 
in that unlike much of their competition, they never became a branch house of a single 
manufacturer.  By actively seeking specialized and innovative products, Lindsay Brothers has 
become the largest independent farm implement wholesaler in the United States.40 
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64. Address: 408 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: Lindsay Lofts  
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: 2002 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 Seven story, 52 unit, brick residential condominium constructed in 2002 on a former warehouse 

site. The building is noncontributing because it does not date within the period of significance. 
 
 
65. Address: 420 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Champion Building 
 Common Name: Creamette Lofts 
 Architect: Long & Kees 
 Year Built: 1896 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The design of the Champion Building was influenced by the work of H.H. Richardson.  Elements 

of the Richardsonian style can be found in the low Syrian entrance arch as well as the arrangement 
of windows in vertical bands that span more than one floor.  The principle facade is divided 
horizontally into two major parts by a stone string course running between the first and second 
floors.  Below this line the composition is dominated by the entrance arch and above by the groups 
of windows.  A stone string course also separates the basement and the first floor.  Below this 
course the walls are battered to visually tie the building to the ground.  The cornice is made of 
gently corbelled brick, capped by a stone coping and decorated by carved stone ornaments at each 
corner. The building retains its integrity. 
 
This warehouse was erected by two Minneapolis financiers in 1896 and leased to the Warder, 
Bushnell and Glessner Company of Springfield, Ohio, which produced the Champion line of 
binders, mowers and reapers.  The building remained a farm implement warehouse until 1916 
when it was purchased by Mother’s Macaroni Company (later the Creamette Company) and 
adapted to pasta manufacturing.41 The signage for the Creamette Company remains and is a 
character defining feature of the building. 
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66. Address: 428 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: Creamette Lofts 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: 2001 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 Three story brick residential structure constructed in 2001 on former warehouse site that was 

demolished in 1950 for the construction of a two story structure, which was then demolished in 
1999. It does not date within the district’s period of significance and is considered 
noncontributing. 

 
 
67. Address: 602 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Security Warehouse 
 Common Name: Dasco Inc. 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1936 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 The Security Warehouse is a one-story concrete block building with the principle facade sheathed 

in brick.  It does not date within the district’s period of significance and is considered 
noncontributing. 
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68. Address: 614 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: S.G. Cooke Company 
 Common Name: 614 1st Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1892 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The S.G. Cook warehouse is a six-story brick building with the original facade intact.  The façade 

was originally obscured by a metal screen during the National Register of Historic Places 
designation study in the 1980s causing the building to be considered non-contributing.  The screen 
has been removed and the facade restored. The removal of the screen allowed the integrity of the 
building’s design and materials to be restored making the building a contributing resource.  A 
canopy runs the width of the 1st Street North façade of the building.  The canopy was present on 
the building when the metal screen cladded the façade. A modern one-story concrete brick 
addition was constructed to the east of the structure in 1958. The structure was converted into 
residential units in 2000 and the windows replaced. 

 
 
69. Address: 616 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: S.G. Cooke Company 
 Common Name: 616 1st Street North 
 Architect: F.A. Clark 
 Year Built: 1892 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This five-story brick warehouse is identical to its neighboring twin at 620 1st Street North. It has 

simple Richardsonian Romanesque detailing such as rounded arches set on pilasters which 
organize the window openings into vertical elements.  A simple corbelled cornice with recessed 
panels completes the building. A fire significantly altered the structure and the facade was 
retained.42 The structure was rehabilitated and lower three stories were reoccupied; the upper two 
stories remain open with only the facade remaining. The second floor fenestration pattern was 
significantly altered during the rehabilitation. Despite these alterations the structure still posses 
enough integrity to convey its significance. 
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70. Address: 620 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: S.G. Cooke Company 
 Common Name: 620 1st Street North 
 Architect: F.A. Clark 
 Year Built: 1891 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This five-story brick warehouse is identical to its neighboring twin at 616 1st Street North. It has 

simple Richardsonian Romanesque detailing such as rounded arches set on pilasters which 
organize the window openings into vertical elements.  A simple corbelled cornice with recessed 
panels completes the building. The building contains a canopy and slightly raised loading dock 
along its 1st Street North façade. The building retains its integrity 

 
 
71. Address: 624 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Security Warehouse 
 Common Name: 624 1st Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1891 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 Only the first story remains of this once five-story warehouse built in 1891.  Raised pilasters 

delineate the bays while a stringcourse of darker brick and stone lintels exemplify the horizontal 
feel of the building. A raised loading dock runs the width of the 1st Street North façade. The upper 
four stories of the structure were removed in 1958. This alteration significantly reduces the 
integrity of the structure and does not allow it to convey it significance. 
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72. Address: 700 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 700 1st Street North 
 Common Name: The Lab Theater 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1933/1988 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 This a one-story red brick building divided into four bays by pilaster strips.  It is noncontributing 

as it does not date within the period of significance.  
 
 
73. Address: 702-708 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: The Itasca A & B Warehouse 
 Common Name: The Itasca 
 Architect: Long & Kees 
 Year Built: 1886 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Itasca A & B Warehouse consists of two identical five-story buildings constructed with 

cream-colored brick.  The first story of each building provides large areas for window openings 
and is separated from the upper stories by a stone string course.  The next three stories consist of 
two single bays flanked by a doubled bay with Richardsonian Romanesque detailing.  These three 
stories are incorporated within distinctive receding arches placed on corbelled pilasters.  The 
unusual cornice features a large receding arch flanked by recessed panels and decorative brick in 
the parapet.43  The building was converted into residential units and office space in 1985. The 
windows in the structure have been replaced and balconies added to the sides and rear of the 
structure during the conversion in the 1980s. An elevated loading dock runs the length of the 1st 
Street North façade. The building retains a high level of integrity. 
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74. Address: 708-722 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: The Itasca C & D Warehouse 
 Common Name: The Itasca 
 Architect: Edwin & Halden 
 Year Built: 1906 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The straightforward six story red brick warehouse has no detailing or articulation. The slightly 

flared cornice is the only distinguishing feature.44 The building was converted into residential 
units and office space in 1985. The windows in the structure have been replaced and balconies 
added to the rear of the structure during the conversion in the 1980s.  An elevated loading dock 
runs the length of the 1st Street North façade. The building retains a high level of integrity. 

 
 
75. Address: 724 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Security Warehouse 
 Common Name: The Itasca 
 Architect: C.C. Yost 
 Year Built: 1892 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Security Warehouse is a six-story cream-colored brick building designed in the Romanesque 

Revival Style.  The facade is defined by five giant pilasters which begin on the ground story and 
extend beyond the roof line.  The windows in each bay are organized by vertical reveals which are 
capped with round arches.  A secondary corbelled cornice is placed above the fifth story and 
serves as a sill for groups of three round arched windows on the sixth floor.  A corbelled cornice 
and parapet with semicircular arches completes the building. The Security Warehouse is a six-
story cream-colored brick building designed in the Romanesque Revival Style.  The facade is 
defined by five giant pilasters which begin on the ground story and extend beyond the roof line.  
The windows in each bay are organized by vertical reveals which are capped with round arches.  
A secondary corbelled cornice is placed above the fifth story and serves as a sill for groups of 
three round arched windows on the sixth floor.  A corbelled cornice and parapet with semicircular 
arches completes the building.45 The building was converted into residential units and office space 
in 1985. The windows in the structure have been replaced and balconies added to the sides and 
rear of the structure during the conversion in the 1980s. An elevated loading dock runs the length 
of the 1st Street North façade. The building retains a high level of integrity. 
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76. Address: 113 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Store/Hotel 
 Common Name: 113 1st Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1885 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The appearance of this two-story building is a result of a1982 remodel which replaced the storefront 

and second floor windows.  The second story brick work and stone band linking the windows are 
nearly the only original features on the front facade.46  The cornice has also been removed. Despite 
these alterations the building retains enough integrity to convey the significance of the structure and 
the district and is considered a contributing property. 

 
77. Address: 115 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Hotel 
 Common Name: Rubin Cordado Design 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1883 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This three-story brick building is a well preserved example of the small hotel/store structures built in 

the area during the 1880s.  The building is an adaptation of the commercial Italianate Style with the 4 
bay facade divided into panels defined by raised pilasters strips connected by belt courses at various 
level.  The original store front is in place complete with cast iron columns, a cast iron beam with 
decorative rosettes, and original transoms.  The cornice is formed with corbelled dentils capped with an 
elaborate bracketed metal cornice complete with a large lunette.  Additional ornamentation includes 
indentation in the spandrel panels and polychromatic details in stone.  The building essentially retains 
total design integrity.47 
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78. Address: 117 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 117 1st Street North 
 Common Name: 117 1st Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former brick hotel and store constructed in 1891 and demolished in 1927. 

 
 
79. Address: 119 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Garage 
 Common Name: Bix-II 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1950 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 This one-story concrete block building was initially constructed as a garage.  The facade has been 

infilled and now serves as a coffee shop.  It is a noncontributing building. 
 
80. Address: 121 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 121 1st Street North 
 Common Name: 121 1st Street North 
 Architect: J.E. Cook 
 Year Built: 1891 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story brick store features a utilitarian facade with segmentally arched windows and a zig 

zag brick cornice.48  The storefront has been altered and the brick painted, but the building retains 
good integrity. 
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81. Address: 123 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: 123 1st Street North 
 Common Name: 123 1st Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1955 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 This one-story concrete block building is in poor condition and does not date within the period of 

significance and is considered noncontributing. 
 
82. Address: 125 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: American House 

Hotel/Commutator Foundry Co.
 Common Name: 125 1st Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1884 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The American House Hotel is a three-story rectangular brick building designed in the Queen Anne 

Style.  The principle facade is defined by engaged pilaster strips which divide the building into 
three bays.  Oriel windows are located in the central bay of both the second and third stories.  An 
original cast iron beam is still in place above the first floor storefront while cast stone lintels with 
pressed decorations are placed above the double hung windows.  The building is completed with 
an elaborate metal cornice with decorative rosettes.  The Commutator Brass Foundry began 
occupying the building in 1915. The structure has a rear addition that was constructed in 1919 and 
another addition constructed in 1967. The roof of the 1919 addition has fallen in; the smoke stack 
is leaning and the windows are missing. The original building retains its integrity. 
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83. Address: 213 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Britannia Hotel 
 Common Name: 213 1st Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former site of the Britannia Hotel, which was a contributing resource to the 

NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse District. The building was demolished in 1990. 
 
84. Address: 217 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Williams Hardware Company 
 Common Name: Williams Building 
 Architect: Downs & Eads 
 Year Built: 1909 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Williams Hardware Company warehouse is a simple two-story brick commercial building 

with a corbelled brick cornice.49  The exterior brick had been previously painted. The paint was 
recently removed. The windows have been replaced, but original window openings remain intact. 
The building possesses good integrity. 
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85. Address: 221 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: Fisher Paper Box Company 
 Common Name: Fisher Paper Box Building 
 Architect: J.E. Nason 
 Year Built: 1905 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Fisher Paper Box Company is a three-story brick building defined by four giant pilaster 

columns with inset stone above the 1st story.  The fenestration on the second and third floors is 
arranged in groups of three within each bay and features stone sills and projecting segmental 
window hoods.  The cornice is composed of recessed panels with inset stone50. The exterior brick 
had been previously painted. The paint was recently removed. The building retains good integrity. 

 
 
86. Address: 28 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: 28 2nd Street North 
 Architect: F.A. Clark 
 Year Built: 1889 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This narrow three-story brick store is designed in a simple commercial Queen Anne Style.  

Stylistic elements include stone string courses between the first and second floors with decorative 
dentils and carved stone ornaments placed at each end and decorative brick banding connecting 
the rounded windows on the third floor.  A checkerboard cornice completes the building.51 The 
windows have been replaced but the original openings remain intact. The building has good 
integrity. 
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87. Address: 128 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: 128 2nd Street North 
 Common Name: 128 2nd Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former filling station that was constructed in 1929 and demolished 

 
 
88. Address: 200-210 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: Minneapolis Iron Store 
 Common Name: Industrial Lighting Supply 

Inc./The Whitney Block 
 Architect: William Channing Whitney 
 Year Built: 1896-1897 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Minneapolis Iron Store is a five-story rectangular red brick building designed in the Neo-

Classical Revival Style by noted Minneapolis architect William Channing Whitney.  The building 
was constructed in two nearly identical sections with the first portion at 206 - 210 2nd Street built 
in 1896 and the second section at 200 - 204 2nd Street completed in 1897.  The first story was 
once dominated by large storefront windows, most of which been infilled.  The second floor 
retains its even facade of double hung windows set within bands of striated brick and is separated 
from the upper stories by a prominent frieze.  The third through fifth stories are divided into nine 
bays with paired windows and are defined by pilaster columns with Doric capitals.  A frieze with 
circular details and a cornice with checkerboard dentils completed the building.52 The upper 
stories of the structure were converted to residential units in 1985 and the windows have been 
replaced. Despite the infilled storefront the building retains its integrity.   
 
The Minneapolis Iron Store Company was one of the nation’s largest dealers in heavy hardware, 
wagon makers supplies, carriage and sleigh stocks, and lumberman’s needs.  Later it became the 
first firm to offer a complete line of automobile accessories available to garages and dealers.  In 
1916 the Minneapolis Iron Store built a larger facility at 520 - 528 Washington Avenue North.53 
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89. Address: 212 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: Baker Importing Company 
 Common Name: Campbell-Logan Bindery 
 Architect: William Channing Whitney 
 Year Built: 1885 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Baker Importing Company building is a four-story curtain wall structure with a strong 

resemblance to the First Leiter Building constructed in Chicago in 1879.  In 1918 a four story 
addition to the rear of the structure was made. The building is organized by stone and brick 
pilasters and further divided by cast iron columns.  The original facade consisted mainly of 2/2 
double hung sash windows and large storefront windows on the first floor.  Decorative terra cotta 
panels are placed between the second and third floors and once adorned the parapet.54  A portion 
of the storefront was modified in 1957 and the second floor windows infilled with brick and glass 
block. The third and fourth floors windows were replaced in 2001.  Despite the modified 
storefront and second floor infilled windows the building retains its integrity and is considered 
contributing to the district.  
 
The site also includes one story addition to the west side of the structure. This addition was likely 
done in conjunction with the 1918 rear addition. A parking lot is located between the street and the 
addition. The parking lot appears to have been on the site of an iron storage yard.    
 
The Baker Importing Company was considered one of the first firms west of Chicago doing an 
exclusive business in importing and preparing coffee for wholesale trade. 
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90. Address: 222 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: Grant Storage Battery 

Company 
 Common Name: 222 2nd Street North 
 Architect: Jas. A. Burner 
 Year Built: 1925 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This straightforward two-story brick building is typical of the commercial architecture of the 

1920s. The large window areas of the central bays are flanked by narrow entrance bays which are 
capped with decorative brick arches.55  The building retains its original sash.  In 2005 a one story 
rooftop addition was added to the structure. The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
91. Address: 2nd Street North Bridge 
 Historic Name: Bridge No. 92343 
 Common Name: 2nd Street North Bridge 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The 2nd Street North Bridge spanned the Burlington Northern Railroad tracks between 3rd and 

4th Avenue. The bridge was a steel through girder built in 1928. It was 131 feet long and 
supported a roadway 40 feet wide. 56 The 1928 bridge appears to have been the third bridge 
constructed at this site during the period of significance. In 1890 the bridge was replaced to 
accommodate an increase in the width of the rail corridor below. The 1928 bridge has since been 
replaced by a more contemporary concrete bridge. The bridge is noncontributing. It does not date 
within the period of significance. 
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92. Address: 119 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: The Sherwin William Company 
 Common Name: 119 2nd Street North 
 Architect: Lowell A. Lamoreaux 
 Year Built: 1902 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story warehouse building is constructed with Roman brick with thin butter joints.  

Prominent features include a corbelled cornice with semi-circular reveals and segmental arches 
over the second story windows with radiating brick.  The original cast iron columns are still in 
place. The storefront and second story windows have been replaced. The building possesses good 
integrity. 

  
 
 
93. Address: 129 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: Gurley Candy Factory 
 Common Name: 129 2nd Street North 
 Architect: Jas. A. Burner 
 Year Built: 1915 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Gurley Candy Factory is a symmetrical, four-story brick building, constructed on a stone 

base.  Heavy corner bays flank the facades which include an arcaded first story.  The only 
decorative features of the Commercial Style building are brick bands at the parapet and recessed 
brick spandrel panels.  Windows appear to have been replaced during a 1996 conversion to 
residential units. The building retains a high level of integrity. 
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94. Address: 215 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: Northwestern Glass Company 
 Common Name: 215 2nd Street North 
 Architect: Bertrand & Chamberlin 
 Year Built: 1923 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Northwestern Glass Company warehouse is a four bay commercial style brick building 

with Chicago windows.  A segmental arch is placed over the entry which is also decorated 
with Craftsman details.  The building is completed with a sheet metal cornice with a tile 
coping.  The windows have been replaced, but retain the original openings. This building 
retains its integrity. 

 
95. Address: 219 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: Northwestern Glass Company 
 Common Name: 219 2nd Street North 
 Architect: Bertrand & Chamberlain 
 Year Built: 1912 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This building is identical to its neighboring twin at 215 2nd Street North and was built eleven 

years earlier.  The only difference in construction is the use of integral brick detailing on this 
building. The windows have been replaced, but retain the original openings. This building retains 
its integrity. 

 
96. Address: 223 2nd Street North 
 Historic Name: 223 2nd Street North 
 Common Name: 223 2nd Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former site of a two-story fire station constructed ca 1885 and demolished in 

1938. 
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97. Address: 106-108 Washington Avenue 
North 

 Historic Name: Bradshaw Building 
 Common Name: Bradshaw Building 
 Architect: Long & Thorsov 
 Year Built: 1925 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Bradshaw Brothers factory is a four-story Commercial Style curtain wall building with 

decorative stone detailing.  Two entrances on the 1st floor flank a large window area while the 
upper stories are divided into five bays by brick pilasters capped with stylized stone capitals.  The 
spandrel panels contain stone inserts and decorative brick detailing.  The parapet contains a 
diamond shaped inset with the name of the original owner “Bradshaw” carved in stone.  The 
windows have been replaced. The building retains its integrity. 

 
98. Address: 116 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 116 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 116 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former three story brick structure demolished in 1936. 

 
 
99. Address: 118 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 118 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 118 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former brick structure demolished in 1980. 
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100. Address: 126 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 126 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 126 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former brick dwelling constructed in 1888 and demolished in 1974. 

 
101. Address: 200-204 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Lowry & Morrison Block 
 Common Name: Lowry & Morrison Block 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1879 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Lowry and Morrison Block is a three-story brick building designed in the commercial 

Italianate Style.  The principal facade is divided into three distinct storefronts which retain original 
features such as cast iron columns and a secondary cornice.  The three bay second story contains 
groups of three tall windows set within recessed panels and capped by segmental arches with 
keystones.  Paired windows with segmental arches are arranged on the third floor.  The building 
retains its original bracketed cornice.57  Many of the windows have been covered, but the building 
retains its integrity. 
 
This property was purchased as a business venture by Thomas Lowry and Clinton Morrison, two 
prominent figures in early Minneapolis history.  Lowry was to become President of the St. Paul, 
Minneapolis, and Sault St. Marie Railway and the developer of the street car systems in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul.  Morrison was Vice-President of Minneapolis Harvester Works and in 
1885 was named President of the Farmers and Mechanics Savings Bank.  The building was 
constructed in 1879 and was leased to various wholesale trades dealing in products such as 
tobacco, mill supplies, fish, shoes and boots, and liquors.  One tenant in 1879 was the North Star 
Boot & Shoe Company with C.B. Heffelfinger as Business Manager.58 
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102. Address: 206-208 Washington Avenue 
North 

 Historic Name: Auto Repair Garage 
 Common Name: 206 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: Earl Rosengren 
 Year Built: 1912 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The appearance of this former garage which includes new windows and door openings and new 

brick main facade results from a 1961 remodeling.  The two-story building is noncontributing as it 
has lost its integrity due to these modifications that have completely altered the facade by adding 
new materials and openings. These modifications occurred outside of the period of significance. 

 
103. Address: 214 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 214 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 214 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former site of a two story brick structure demolished in 1929. 

 
104. Address: 224 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Pacific Block 
 Common Name: The Pacific Block 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1865 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Pacific Block is the oldest building in the warehouse district and is the finest example of 

commercial Italianate architecture from this era.  The facade of this hotel/store building is divided 
into five panels which run the full height of the building. The original storefront has recently been 
restored.  The tall windows on the upper floors of this three-story brick building are arranged in 
groups of three within each panel and are capped by heavy, segmented, arched window hoods.  
The ornamental cornice is decorated with brackets and panels.59 The building exhibits good 
integrity. 

 

                                                 
59 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  100 
 

 
105. Address: 300-312 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Jackson Building 
 Common Name: 300-312 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Architect: J. Earnest Kennedy 
 Year Built: 1897 and 1899 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Washington Avenue facade of this five-story brick store and agricultural implement 

warehouse building retains its original storefront complete with transoms and exposed steel beams 
while the 3rd Avenue facade features round arched openings and a loading dock.  The second and 
third story windows are segmentally arched with a darker brick which also forms quoining at the 
corners.  The fourth story windows are round arched with elaborate brickwork forming a series of 
Gothic arches which rest on brick capitals.  Above this area is a series of inset crosses and a 
cornice of corbelled blind arches and brick molding.  A fifth story was added in 1899 but the 
design is noticeably inferior to the careful composition of the original building.60 The rear of the 
building was accessed by a rail spur from the Minneapolis & St. Louis railroad.  The Third 
Avenue North Façade includes a loading dock covered by a canopy.  New windows were installed 
in 2002. The building retains its integrity. 

 
106. Address: 326 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 326 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 326 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot on former site of the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad Passenger Depot.  The 

passenger depot was demolished and a filling station was constructed on the site. The filling 
station was also demolished and the site is now a parking lot. The grade change on the site is 
reflective of the grade alteration that occurred as part of the 1890 settlement between the 
Minneapolis & St. Louis and Great Northern Railroads and the City of Minneapolis. 
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107. Address: Washington Avenue North 

Bridge 
 Historic Name: Bridge No. (727) 6992 
 Common Name: Washington Avenue North 

Bridge 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: 1891/ ca 1999 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Washington Avenue Truss Bridge spans the Burlington Northern railroad tracks between 3rd 

and 4th Avenues North.  The bridge is a steel, riveted, Pratt through truss bridge built in 1891. It is 
109 feet long and supports a concrete roadway 33 feet wide.61 The bridge was altered in the late 
1990s to improve pedestrian and vehicular access. The truss structure now rests on top of a 
modern concrete decking and support. Despite these modifications the structure possesses 
integrity and can still convey its significance. 

 
108. Address: 410 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: W.J. Dean Company 
 Common Name: Security Warehouse Lofts 
 Architect: Bertrand & Chamberlin 
 Year Built: 1902 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 In 1902 Dean & Company erected this six-story brick warehouse designed in the Neo-Classical 

Revival Style.  The facades are defined by monumental Doric pilasters which divide the building 
into regular bays.  The lower story opens directly to the adjacent railroad tracks and consists of an 
arcade defined by pilasters with semicircular arches with keystones.  On the second floor, window 
openings with segmental arches are arranged as single elements while the windows in the upper 
bays are grouped in pairs.  Decorative brick diamonds on the facade represent the logo of Dean & 
Company.  An original sign advertising the Rock Island Plow is still visible on the rear facade.62  
The structure was converted into residential condominiums in 2004. New windows were installed 
and balconies added to the side and rear facades. Although the cornice has been removed on 
Washington Avenue and the windows altered, the building retains its integrity. 
 
William J. Dean commenced the jobbing of agricultural implements in Minneapolis in 1877, a 
pioneer in a line which became one of the most important branches of local wholesale trade. 
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109. Address: 424-428 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Kildall Fish Company 
 Common Name: 424-428 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Architect: Christopher A. Boehme 
 Year Built: 1914 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This rectangular brick building features a symmetrical facade which emphasize the two entries 

with simplified classical detailing.  Windows are placed within recessed panels which span both 
floors and which contain subtle brick detailing.  The sloping site does not disturb the even facade 
since the height of the entrances has been adjusted accordingly.  The windows have been 
modified. In 1965 a third story was added, however the original roofline is still marked by the 
original cornice.63  Despite these alterations the building retains integrity. 

 
110. Address: 500 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 500 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 500 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former brick warehouse demolished in 1972. 

 
111. Address: 508 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Lindsay Brothers Warehouse 
 Common Name: 508 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: E.C. Haley 
 Year Built: 1910 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This symmetrical two-story brick warehouse is divided into three bays with brick banding and 

corbelling forming the only decorative elements.64  The entire first story storefront has been 
infilled and a garage door added in the center bay. The structure is used as a parking garage. 
Despite the infilled storefront the building retains its integrity. 

 
                                                 
63 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
64 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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112. Address: 520 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Minneapolis Iron Store 
 Common Name: 520 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: Long, Lamoreaux & Long 
 Year Built: 1916 
 Status: Contributing  

 
  
 This three-story rectangular building is divided into regular bays by tall pilaster columns. In 1949 

the cornice was removed.65 The large openings on the first story have been infilled with brick and 
the upper story commercial windows have been infilled with a divided light opaque panel. 
Pictorial evidence from 1925 suggests that first story openings may have also been covered at that 
time. Stucco covers the original materials. While the windows have been infilled and the original 
brick covered up the fenestration pattern, massing, and setting remain. The structure still possesses 
enough integrity to convey its and the districts significance. 

 
113. Address: 528 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Minneapolis Iron Store 
 Common Name: Duffey Paper 
 Architect: Long, Lamoreaux & Long 
 Year Built: 1916 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This six-story warehouse building is defined by pilaster columns and features a central classical 

entry.  In 1949 the cornice was removed. The large window openings have been infilled with brick 
and glass block with small windows installed and treated with metal awnings. 66 The exterior has 
been covered with stucco. The loading dock along 6th Avenue North is the original location and 
size.  While the windows have been infilled and the original brick covered up the fenestration 
pattern, massing, and setting remain. The structure still possesses enough integrity to convey its 
and the districts significance. 
 
Before constructing this building, the Minneapolis Iron Store was located at 200 2nd Street North. 
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114. Address: 600 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Brin Glass Company 
 Common Name: Brin Glass Company 
 Architect: C.E. Bell 
 Year Built: 1919 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Brin Glass Company building is a symmetrical brick and limestone structure with classical 

proportions.  Limestone belt courses divide the ground and first stories and also separate the 
second floor and the parapet.  Slightly raised brick piers emphasize the verticality of the building.  
The parapet is capped with limestone and features a triangular pediment on the principal facade.  
Although the building alludes to the coming Art Deco Style of the 1920s, the major stylistic 
characteristics are Medieval.  These include the contrasting red brick and white limestone, 
window surrounds with upturned lips and a brick herringbone pattern in the spandrel panels.  The 
name of the building is carved in stone above the entrance.  This design represents a departure 
from C.E. Bell’s usual classical compositions.67  In 1999, the structure was converted into offices 
and residential units. All of the windows appear to have been replaced between 1999 and 2002.  In 
2008 exterior duct work was added to the east side of the structure to accommodate a restaurant on 
the ground floor.  The building retains its integrity. 
 
Brin Glass Company was founded in 1911 by Arthur Brin and was located at 610 North 1st Street.  
Land was purchased at 600 Washington Avenue North in 1916, and after their new building was 
completed in 1920, the business continued there until 1982.  Although the company was sold in 
1978, the Brin family still retains ownership of the building. 
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115. Address: 606 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Geisser Manufacturing 

Company 
 Common Name: 606 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: Geisser Manufacturing 

Company 
 Year Built: 1901 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Geiser Manufacturing Company building is a four-story brick warehouse designed in the 

Renaissance Revival Style.  The principle facade is balanced and symmetrical and is framed by 
two pilasters as well as corbelled detailing above the 4th floor.  The major design feature is a 
series of dominant segmental arches over all windows and openings.  A bracketed cornice 
completes the building.  The design achieves a monumental feel through a design in which 
windows  decrease in size from the first to the top floors68. The storefront of the building has been 
modified and the western façade had new window openings punched through. These alterations do 
not diminish the integrity of the building. 
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116. Address: 618 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: International Harvester 

Company 
 Common Name: Harvester Lofts 
 Architect: M.D. Price 
 Year Built: 1916 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The International Harvester building is a five-story brick structure. The ground floor consists of a 

classical entry and is constructed with striated brick while the upper floors are divided into five 
bays by classical pilasters with Craftsman detailing.  The building is capped with a stone coping.  
The original name of the building is still in place.69 In 2006 the structure was converted to 
condominiums. The commercial windows were replaced with tinted, simulated divided light 
windows. Balconies were added to the west side and rear of the structure. At the same time a one 
story roof top addition was also added. This addition is minimally visible from the public right-of-
way.  Despite the alterations, the building still retains good integrity. 
 
The International Company was formed in 1902 through the merger of the McCormick, Deering, 
Plano, Milwaukee and Warder, Bushnell and Glessner Companies.  It remained the largest 
producer of harvesting machines in the United States until the 1920s.  In 1902, the Company 
controlled 91 percent of the sale of grain binders and 81 percent and 75 percent respectively.  
Although International Harvester dominated a major portion of the market, they were also 
regarded as a pioneer in new product development.  One such example was the development of a 
“practical tractor” as well as other labor saving devices.  Their building at 618 Washington 
Avenue served as the warehouse and offices for their collections department from 1916 to 1924.70 
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117. Address: 700 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Northern Bag Company 
 Common Name: Tower Lofts 
 Architect: Hewitt & Brown 
 Year Built: 1920 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This large, six-story, brick factory and warehouse building combines elements of the English 

Medieval Revival Style (such as its tower) with Commercial Style elements such as curtain wall 
construction and large industrial windows.  Built at the cost of $515,000, the visual character of 
the building is established by the 163-foot stepped tower which dominates and articulates the 
facade.  The front elevation is expressed by eleven 20-foot window bays which are flanked at each 
end by 20-foot bays recalling the building’s tower.  The facade is further defined by engaged 
pilasters with a buttress-like appearance.  The Medieval character of the building is also noted in 
the polychromatic details in brick and stone and the large two-story arched openings on the 
ground level, one of which contains a lantern.71  
 
In 1971, the garage doors were installed on the front façade of the building to allow for the 
basement to be used as a parking garage. The lower floors of the front façade were further altered 
to accommodate storefronts and new window openings during a conversion into residential units 
in 2004.  At this time the window were replaced and window openings added to the secondary 
facades.  While the new openings in the lower two stories of the front façade alter the original 
design and medieval character of the building, they do not undermine its integrity. The building 
retains its integrity. 
 
George C. Christian, a pioneer miller and philanthropist and founder of the company, came to 
Minneapolis in 1867 and became identified with Cadwallader C. Washburn, Governor of 
Wisconsin, in the establishment of the Minneapolis flour mills.  In 1871, he introduced the French 
purifier system into the Washburn mills and shortly afterward the Swiss system of chilled iron 
rollers.  The Northern Bag Company manufactured burlap, jute and cotton bags and is 
representative of  one of the many support industries for the flour industry.72 
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118. Address: 716 -718 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Great Northern Warehouse 

Company 
 Common Name: SOHO Lofts 
 Architect: C.A.P. Turner 
 Year Built: 1919 -1921 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This six-story utilitarian building is divided into seven bays by brick pilaster strips.  The windows 

in the outer bay as well as the top story are of a typical rectangular size while the remaining 
windows openings are a large squares.  The building is without ornament except for a dentil 
course above the sixth story windows and a simple brick cornice.   
 
 This innovative reinforced concrete building was designed by C.A.P. Turner, a local engineer, 
apparently working concurrently with Robert Maillart, who revolutionized the use of reinforced 
concrete.  The building’s flat slab system, with no dropped beams, is supported by octagonal 
concrete columns to support massive loads.73 In 2006 the structure was converted into dwelling 
units and commercial space. At this time the industrial sashes were replaced with a different 
window system, but the size of the openings remained intact.  The building possesses good 
integrity. 

 
 
119. Address: 730-750 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Great Northern Warehouse 

Company 
 Common Name: Great Northern Warehouse 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1920-1922 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This straightforward six-story industrial building appears to have been constructed in conjunction 

with its neighbor at 716 Washington Avenue North, which was designed one year earlier.  The 
massing, proportion, fenestration and structural systems are nearly identical, while a three-story 
section of the later building unites the composition visually.  The building at 730 Washington 
Avenue is entirely devoid of any form of ornamentation.74  Numerous windows on the first and 
second floors have been replaced; however the industrial divided light windows remain mostly 
intact on the upper floors.  The building exhibits strong integrity. 
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120. Address: 800 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Deere-Webber Company 
 Common Name: Tractor Works Building 
 Architect: Kees & Colburn 
 Year Built: 1902-1910 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The six-story Deere-Webber Company building is constructed with beige brick in a simplified 

Richardsonian Romanesque Style.  The heavy exterior wall, which is battered in the first story, 
rises uninterrupted to an outward curving parapet which terminates the composition.  Deep 
window reveals emphasize the weight and solidity of the walls.  The second and third story 
windows are unified within segmentally arched openings while the fourth through sixth story 
windows are organized within semicircular arched openings.  The original entryway consists of an 
arched opening with Sullivanesque ornamentation and two terra cotta deer head flanking the 
entry.75 The original entry was once covered by an unsympathetic design. The entryway has since 
been restored.  The only other ornament is a terra cotta band with scroll ends below the second 
and fourth story windows.  Mortar joints are laid flush in a mortar slightly darker than the brick. 
The windows on the southwest corner of the third story of the building have been infilled.  An 
adjacent nine-story addition of similar massing, proportion and fenestration was constructed in 
1910.  The parapet, identical to that of the six-story building, has been removed.  A loading dock 
was constructed adjacent to the six story section of the building sometime after 1927.  The 
building retains its integrity. 
 
Charles C. Webber came to Minneapolis in 1881 to establish a satellite branch for the John Deere 
& Company, a large farm implement company based in Moline, Illinois.  Webber was an equal 
partner in the new concern with John Deere & Company and together they founded a company 
which would ultimately serve 460 dealers in Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin.  Although he was the operating head of the Minneapolis branch for more than 60 
years, Webber sold his interest to John Deere & Company in 1909.  Ownership of the building 
was eventually transferred to the Deere Foundation in 1963 when the company relocated to 
Bloomington, Minnesota.  Since 1963, the building has been leased to the Midwest Merchandising 
Mart under a 50-year lease agreement.  In the 1960s, Deere & Company sales reached 1 billion 
dollars, finally becoming the largest of the many implement companies serving the Midwest.76 
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121. Address: 828 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 828 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 828 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: 1999 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Parking structure. Former brick warehouse constructed in 1910 and demolished in 1965. The 

current structure is noncontributing as it does not date within the period of significance. 
 
 
122. Address: 101 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 101 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 101 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former building demolished in 1972. 
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123. Address: 107 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Gayety Annex 
 Common Name: Runyon's 
 Architect: Boehme and Cordella 
 Year Built: 1909 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Gayety Annex is a formal three-story Beaux Arts commercial building.  Decorative quoins 

flank the Chicago style windows on the second and third floors with garlands and swags placed on 
the second story lintels.  The pediment features a baroque curve with a cartouche flanked by 
garlands and swags.77  The storefront has been altered and four windows punched through the east 
facade.  The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
124. Address: 109-111 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Minnesota Loan & Trust 

Company 
 Common Name: 109-111 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Architect: William Channing 

Whitney/Downs and Eads 
 Year Built: 1892 and 1922 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Minnesota Loan and Trust Company was first constructed in 1892 but the building’s present 

appearance results from a remodeling and addition in 1922 by Downs and Eads.  The facade of 
this curtain wall building is defined by monumental pilasters as well as a patterned brick veneer 
and a pedimented parapet.  This design is typical of the 1920s Commercial Style structure with 
gray stone trim.78  The storefront was altered in 1951 and in 1999 the windows were replaced and 
a roof top addition was made. The addition is minimally visible front the adjacent public right of 
way.  The building retains its integrity. 
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125. Address: 113-115 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: 113-115 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1900 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story warehouse is a brick and stone building with two distinct storefronts.  It features 

rusticated lintels above the second floor windows and transoms as well as a stylized dentilated 
cornice.79  The storefronts have been altered.  The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
126. Address: 117 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Store/Factory 
 Common Name: 117 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: Christopher A. Boehme 
 Year Built: 1913 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This simple three-story brick store and factory building has a Chicago window on the second floor 

and a horizontal band of windows on the third floor.  The only decorative feature is a bracketed 
cornice80.  The storefront has been altered; however the building retains its integrity. 
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127. Address: 119 Washington Avenue N 
 Historic Name: Store/Flats 
 Common Name: Café Havana 
 Architect: Christopher A. Boehme 
 Year Built: 1901 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This small two-story Renaissance Revival store has a balanced facade with enframed windows on 

the second floor capped by flat segmented arches.  Bands of molding include an egg and dart 
series.  The parapet, which is placed above a dentilated cornice, contains recessed panels similar to 
a balustrade.81 The brick has been painted, but the building exhibits strong integrity. 

 
 
128. Address: 121-123 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Carl C. Schultz Building 
 Common Name: 121-123 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1887 (circa) 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Carl C. Schultz Building is a four-story commercial Queen Anne Style structure executed in 

red brick and white stone. In 2006, the storefront was replaced with the approval of the 
Minneapolis HPC. Much of the storefront remains still remained intact with cast iron columns 
with brackets still in place and carved stone rosettes flanking the lintels above the first floor 
windows.  The upper stories are divided into three bays and stylized columns in brick and stone 
are placed between the windows on the second floor.  The pattern is repeated on the third floor 
with the addition of a segmented arch over the central bay.  The fourth story windows are 
organized within recessed panels.82  The windows were replaced in 2003, but the openings and 
details remain intact. Although the cornice has been removed, a series of round arched corbels are 
still in place.  The building retains its integrity. The building once contained a water-powered 
freight elevator.83 

                                                 
81 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
82 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
83 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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129. Address: 125-129 Washington Avenue 
North 

 Historic Name: Anthony Kelly & Company 
 Common Name: Sexworld 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1877 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Anthony Kelly wholesale grocery warehouse is a three-story commercial Italianate building 

constructed with rusticated stone.  The facade is divided into three bays by pilaster columns which 
run the full height of the building.  High windows on the second floor are capped with stone 
arches with keystones containing carved rosettes.  Windows on the third floor are capped with flat 
stone lintels with rosettes placed on the pilaster columns and between the windows.  An elaborated 
bracketed cornice completes the building.  An addition to the rear of the building was constructed 
in brick with similar rusticated pilasters in 189284.  The storefront has been infilled as have the 
windows on the third floor. Despite these alterations the building retains its integrity. 
 
Anthony Kelly and his brother P.H. Kelly came to Minneapolis in 1857 and opened a retail 
grocery in 1858.  The firm turned exclusively to a wholesale operation in 1868 and is considered 
the second wholesale house to be established in Minneapolis.  Anthony Kelly was named the one 
who “could most fittingly represent the wholesale interest of this city” at a banquet at the West 
Hotel for the Jobbers Association in November 1884.  The firm directly imported teas from 
Yokohoma and Hagaski, Japan as well as Norwegian herring and fish stock.  They also 
manufactured their own spices and ground and roasted their own coffees.85 

 
 
130. Address: 201 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Imported Car Service 
 Common Name: Imported Car Service 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1961 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 This one-story concrete block building was constructed in 1967. Former brick structure and 

theater that was demolished in 1938. The building does not date within the period of significance 
and is noncontributing. 

 

                                                 
84 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
85 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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131. Address: 207-209 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: 121-123 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1925 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 The facade of this one-story simple Commercial Style building originally incorporated two 

separated stores.86  However, the building was completely obscured by as 1987 remodeling which 
replaced the storefronts and covered the brick exterior with stucco.  The alterations to the building 
obscure the original fenestration and design intent and diminish the building's integrity, rendering 
it noncontributing. 

 
 
132. Address: 211 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Miller Meat Market 
 Common Name: 211 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1882 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Miller Meat Market is a three-story Italianate building constructed with red brick and stone 

trim.  The facade is flanked with brick piers containing inset carved stone panels at each floor 
level.  These are connected to heavy window hoods by a stone band at both the second and third 
floors.  The cornice has four decorative stone brackets and was reconstructed in 1987 after being 
altered in 195187.  The storefront has been altered and the original windows replaced. The building 
retains its integrity. 

  
 Photo Credit:  Katherine Scott 

 

                                                 
86 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
87 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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133. Address: 213 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Pacific Hotel 
 Common Name: 213 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1877 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Pacific Hotel is a three-story Queen Anne Commercial building constructed with cream 

colored brick.  The second story windows are connected by round segmented brick arches with 
keystones while the windows on the third floor are capped with decorative stone hoods.88  The 
storefront was restored during a previous renovation and the original cornice replaced. The 
building retains its integrity. 

  
 Photo Credit:  Katherine Scott 

 
 
134. Address: 215 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: Midwest Motorcycle 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1889 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This one-story brick building has undergone numerous alterations yet a two bay division by three 

pilaster columns is still visible.89  The original facade has been infilled, but the original design 
intent is evident from the fenestration pattern. The building retains enough integrity to convey its 
significance. 

                                                 
88 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
89 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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135. Address: 301 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: J.D. Hoyts 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1951-1952 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 This one-story, stucco clad, building was constructed outside the period of significance and is 

noncontributing. 
 
 
 
136. Address: 307 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: Déjà Vu 
 Architect: Bertrand & Chamberlin 
 Year Built: 1903 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The façade of this three-story Neo-Classical Revival warehouse building is divided into three bays 

by tall pilaster columns.  A formal cornice with circular medallions caps the building.  In 1966, the 
first, second, and third floor facade (between pilasters) has been infilled.  After 1989, the exterior 
of the structure was stuccoed. Despite the significant alterations the fenestration patterns the 
building is still evident. Its location, setting, design, and association remain intact. The building 
possesses enough integrity to convey its significance. 

 
 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  118 
 

 
137. Address: 315-317 Washington Avenue 

North 
 Historic Name: Gluek Brewing Company 
 Common Name: Déjà Vu 
 Architect: Boehme & Cordella 
 Year Built: 1907 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The facade of this narrow two-story brick store is divided into three bays.  Detailing includes 

heavy stone window surrounds, a stone sill and a broad frieze.  A one-story noncontributing 
addition was made to the east of the structure in 1965.90 The structure has been stuccoed and all of 
fenestration patterns have been covered.  The only remaining detail is the cornice and the massing. 
Pictorial evidence suggests that this occurred after the 1989 NRHP listing of the district. The 
building possesses questionable integrity as the design is no longer evident and it fails to convey 
the significance of the district.  

 

                                                 
90 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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138. Address: 401 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Minneapolis & St. Louis and 

Great Northern Rail yards 
 Common Name: The Cut 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: 1887 (circa) 
 Status: Contributing   

 
  
 The manipulation in the Fourth Avenue North rail corridor in 1890 resulted in the feature often 

referred to as the ‘Cut”.  This feature exemplifies the transformative power of the railroads on the 
landscape of the district and is emblematic of the interconnectedness of the railroads and the 
warehouse industry in the commercial growth of Minneapolis in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century.   
 
The 1890 settlement of lawsuit led to the creation of the landscape of this site.  The grade was 
lowered for the Great Northern & Minneapolis St. Louis rail yards. The rail yards were separated 
from the corridor by an additional grade change that was supported by a stone retaining wall.  The 
lowering of the grade required additional access to the site and resulted in the formation of Traffic 
Street.  The original rail corridor and rail yards crossed Washington Avenue North, Third, Fourth, 
Fifth, and Sixth Streets North at-grade. This made reliable access to the land to the west of the rail 
yards very difficult.  The lowering of the rail corridor and rail yard grade resulted in the bridging 
of the site.  This bridging reconnected this portion of the city and provided improved access to the 
land that resulted in additional commercial development for the warehousing and manufacturing 
industries.   
 
Asphalt parking lots now cover this site.  The site once contained four freight depots for the two 
railroad companies. The depot and rail yard facilities have since been removed with major 
demolitions occurring in 1939, 1972 and 1989.  The viaducts erected over the site for 3rd and 4th 
Streets North have also been removed. The site is bisected by the Interstate 94 viaducts that 
connect to 3rd and 4th Streets North on the east side of the rail yards. The site still contains the 
grade separation between the rail yards and the rail corridor.  
 
The site no longer contains buildings or rail lines, but the alteration to the landscape created by the 
railroads on the site is extant. The site’s original design intent of the lowered grade remains intact.  
The lowered grade relative to the adjacent properties is a significant feature on the site. The 
integrity of site remains. The site retains its design, setting, location, association and feeling  
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139. Address: 419 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: 419 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: Bertrand & Chamberlain 
 Year Built: 1913 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This four-story warehouse built of glazed golden brown brick is designed in the Neo-Classical 

Revival Style and is divided into six bays by tall pilaster columns.  Ornamentation includes raised 
brick rectangles in the recessed spandrel panels and a flat slab metal cornice with brackets.  The 
remaining facades expose the building’s reinforced concrete structural system.91  The rear of the 
building curves in response to the location of the Great Northern railroad spur tracks (See resource 
#246). The rear is of the building contains an integrated and covered loading platform. The 
windows have been replaced, but the building has good integrity. 

 
 
140. Address: 425 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Store/Flats 
 Common Name: Minneapolis Self Storage 
 Architect: E.S. Stebbins 
 Year Built: 1892 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The three-story brick building, which provided space for stores and flats, combines elements of 

the Italianate style such as its linked hooded windows with Romanesque features and the corbelled 
roofline with semicircular arches.  The first story is defined by brick pilasters and iron lintels with 
decorative rosettes.  Rusticated stone work is found in the sills, lintels, window hoods and as 
decorative pieces in the pilasters.  A simple two-story brick addition was made to the rear in 1916 
and the storefront was altered in 1948.  The loading dock on the rear of the property was modified.  
The structure is now used for mini storage. The building retains its integrity. 
 
 The rear of the property abuts a Great Northern rail spur. The corridor is a significant landscape 
feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 

 

                                                 
91 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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141. Address: 501 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 501 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 501 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. A brick store and hotel were constructed on this site in 1885 and were later 

demolished in 1924.  A filling station was built on the site in 1924 and demolished in 1963.  
 
The rear of the property abuts a Great Northern rail spur. The corridor is a significant landscape 
feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 

 
 
142. Address: 507 Washington Avenue North 

 Historic Name: Bar 
 Common Name: Cuzzy's 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1889 (circa) 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 This one-story noncontributing building was first built in 1889, but its present appearance is a 

result of a 1934 addition and a 1946 remodeling which removed the top story. The building does 
not retain enough integrity to relay its significance.  
 
The rear of the property abuts a Great Northern rail spur. The corridor is a significant landscape 
feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 
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143. Address: 515 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: The Maytag Company 
 Common Name: Gardner Hardware Company 
 Architect: Christopher A. Boehme 
 Year Built: 1916 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Maytag Company warehouse is a symmetrical, four-story three bay brick and reinforced 

concrete structure.  The building’s proportions are classical with pilaster columns, a formal entry 
with a stylized pediment and a small projecting cornice.  A golden brown glazed brick achieves a 
polychromatic effect with geometric ornamentation on the pilaster columns as well as rectangular 
design on the recessed spandrel panels.  The first story bays flanking the entry have been 
modified.92  The windows appear to be original.  The building retains a high level of integrity.  
 
The rear of the property abuts a Great Northern rail spur. The corridor is a significant landscape 
feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 

 
 
144. Address: 525 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: Franklin Bank 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 2001 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 In 2001, a one-story building was built on this site. The building is noncontributing as it does not 

date within the period of significance.  
 
The rear of the structure abuts a Great Northern rail spur. The corridor is a significant landscape 
feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 

 

                                                 
92 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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145. Address: 607 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Parlin & Orendorff Plow 

Company 
 Common Name: Holden Business Forms 
 Architect: Bertrand & Chamberlain 
 Year Built: 1910/1926 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The first story of this large symmetrical warehouse building consists of a cream-colored brick 

while the remaining six floors are of a deep wine-red color brick.  This serves to enhance a 
horizontal division of the facade between the first story and the next five floors. The sixth story is 
further separated by an ornamental band.  The building is distinguished by a refined panelization 
of its facade with four giant raised brick panels separating the window bays on the third through 
sixth floors.  Eight smaller panels define the seventh floor.  Craftsman details consisting of 
geometric bands of ornamentation occur on the upper story and the cornice terminates in a 
graceful curve.  The large window openings on the first floor have been infilled with concrete 
block although two octagonal Doric columns which once flanked the original entry are still intact. 
Building permit records also indicate the second through fourth floor windows have been 
replaced, however the openings appear intact. This structure represents the most monumental 
design of the numerous buildings by Bertrand and Chamberlain in the warehouse district.93   
 
In 1926 a one-story building addition was constructed to east of the 1910 building. The building 
permit states that it was a service building for trucks. The façade of the one-story building uses the 
same cream-colored brick as the first floor of the 1910 building. The one story building has an 
adjacent elevated loading dock along 6th Avenue North with a series of roll-up overhead doors in 
the 6th Avenue North façade of the building.  
 
The rear of the 1910 and 1926 buildings abuts a Great Northern rail spur. The corridor is 
significant to the district and is intact (See resource #246). The rear of the 1910 building has a 
covered loading facility for use with the rail cars.  An additional loading dock is located on the 7th 
Avenue North façade of the building. The building retains a high level of integrity despite the 
infilled storefront. 

 

                                                 
93 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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146. Address: 701 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Loose-Wiles Biscuit Company 
 Common Name: 701 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: E.H. Hewitt 
 Year Built: 1910 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This formal brick and reinforced concrete building is constructed on a limestone foundation with 

striated brick employed on the first story.  A limestone string course separates the next five stories 
from the base while another horizontal band with Prairie Style ornamentation separates the top 
story.  The facade is flanked with corner pavilions and is capped with a central tower.  Ornamental 
colored brick in geometric patterns encloses the central five bays and decorates the spandrels.  A 
keystone with a lions head is placed above the entry.  A loading dock was added in 1945.  In 1948, 
a one story garage and loading dock were added to the west of the building.  In 2000, the building 
was renovated and converted into an office building.  
 
The rear of the property abuts a Great Northern rail spur. The corridor is a significant landscape 
feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). The impact of this feature on the building 
is evident in many ways including the steel bars on the second story windows along the rear, 
which were installed to prevent access to the building by climbing a rail car. The building retains 
high levels of integrity. 

 
 
147. Address: 729 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 729 Washington Avenue North 
 Common Name: 729 Washington Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former livery barn constructed in 1884 and demolished in 1912. The rear of 

the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a significant 
landscape feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 
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148. Address: 753 Washington Avenue N 
 Historic Name: 753 Washington Avenue N 
 Common Name: 753 Washington Avenue N 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former concrete garage constructed in 1946. The rear of the property contains 

the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a significant landscape feature to the 
district and is intact (See resource #246). 

 
 
149. Address: 761 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Store/Flats 
 Common Name: Bunker's 
 Architect: E.S. Stebbins 
 Year Built: 1890 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This three-story brick building which provided space for stores and flats features a three bay 

facade with simple commercial Queen Anne details such as checkerboard panel placed below the 
corbelled cornice and flat stone detailing.94 Although the original storefront has been altered, the 
pilaster caps are still visible. The building retains its integrity. The rear of the property contains 
the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a significant landscape feature to the 
district and is intact (See resource #246). 

 

                                                 
94 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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150. Address: 801 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Pence Auto Company 
 Common Name: 801 Lofts 
 Architect: John Wunder Co. 
 Year Built: 1913 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Pence Auto Company is a symmetrical three-story brick building constructed in the Neo-

Classical Revival Style.  Dominant pilasters define regular bays with paired windows in all but the 
outer bays which contain recessed panels.  Although the original cornice has been removed, an 
ornamental Greek fret is still in place.    In 2001, the structure was converted to residential units. 
At this time the windows were replaced and new openings created in the ground floor wall along 
Washington Avenue. A parking garage addition was constructed on the west side of the structure. 
Individual rooftop accesses were created for the units as well. The rooftop additions are clad in a 
corrugated metal.  Despite the alterations the building retains its integrity. The rear of the property 
contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a significant landscape 
feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 

 
 
151. Address: 24 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Lyman-Eliel Drug Company 
 Common Name: 24 3rd Street North 
 Architect: Warren H. Hayes 
 Year Built: 1892 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The ground floor of this brick and stone building contains round arched corner windows and a 

round arched entrance with rusticated stone joining with quoins.  The upper floors consist of 
Roman brick with a darker brick used in the window surrounds and stone quoining in the building 
corners.  The attic story of this Renaissance Revival building features a series of round arched 
windows grouped in a horizontal band with a decorative brick frame. An enclosed sky bridge 
located on the rear of the building connects the third story of the building with the building at 241 
1st Avenue North. The building retains its integrity. 
 
Several tenants have occupied this building, the most notable of which was the Lyman-Eliel Drug 
Company.  This firm had its beginning in 1869 under the name of Lyman and Tucker, the first 
wholesale drug house in the city.  By 1907, the business had consolidated under the name of The 
Minneapolis Drug Company, making it the largest company in its line in the northwest. 
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152. Address: 110 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: warehouse building 
 Common Name: 110 3rd Street North 
 Architect: A.L. Door 
 Year Built: 1895 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The store front of this five-story brick warehouse has Neo-Classical Revival details such as Doric 

pilasters and also has its original case iron beams still in place.  The upper story windows are 
decorated with stone sills and inset panels with the third and fourth story windows incorporated in 
single vertical bands.95 The windows have been replaced. The building retains good integrity. 

 
 
153. Address: 112 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: 112 Eatery 
 Architect: F.E. Davidson 
 Year Built: 1908 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 Constructed as a single building, this five-story brick warehouse is united to its neighbor by a 

common cornice and stone string courses.  The windows of the second through the fourth stories 
of the tri-part facade are joined as vertical elements and feature recessed brick spandrels with 
integral brick ornament.96 The storefront has been modified and windows were replaced in 1982.  
The building retains good integrity. 
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154. Address: 114-122 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: L.S. Gillette Company 
 Common Name: Savoie 
 Architect: F.E. Davidson 
 Year Built: 1908 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The facade of this five -story warehouse is divided into horizontal and vertical bands and bays that 

feature stone string courses and brick pilaster strips.  The first story features classical columns 
flanking the entry.  The second through the fourth story windows are joined as a single vertical 
element within deeply recessed panels and are capped with corbels.  The building is united to its 
neighbor at 112 3rd Street North through a common cornice and string courses. The building 
retains good integrity. 

 
 
155. Address: 128 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Brown & Haywood Glass 
 Common Name: 128 3rd Street North 
 Architect: Edward S. Stebbins 
 Year Built: 1890 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This handsome five-story brick and stone warehouse has rusticated stone pilasters on the first 

story and includes its original cast iron beams with decorative rosettes. A polychromatic effect is 
achieved on the upper stories through the use of reddish-brown brick as well as yellow brick in the 
decorative window surrounds.  The windows on the top story are arranged in groups of three set 
within recessed panels and are capped with receding arches set on stylized pilasters.  The 3rd 
Street North facade features an unusual round medallion of an American Indian’s head.97 The 
building retains its integrity. 
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Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  129 
 

 
156. Address: 200 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Weum Company 
 Common Name: 200 3rd Street North 
 Architect: J.I. Stene 
 Year Built: 1907 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This five-story brick wholesale/factory building is designed in the Neo-Classical Revival Style 

with corner piers and pilaster columns which define the facade.  The entrance is flanked by Doric 
columns with full entablature.98  The parapet wall and cornice has been removed. The windows 
were replaced in 1988. The integrity of the setting is partially impacted by the Interstate 94 on-
ramp. Despite this the building exhibits enough integrity to convey its and the districts 
significance. 

 
 
 
157. Address: 206 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: A.M. Graphics 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1916 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This one-story brick building was constructed to house three stores although the storefront areas 

have been infilled.  The building is capped with a low pediment.99 The integrity of the setting is 
partially impacted by the Interstate 94 on-ramp. Despite this the building exhibits enough integrity 
to convey its and the districts significance. 

 

                                                 
98 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
99 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
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158. Address: 314 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: Union Plaza 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1895 (circa) 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This four-story, cream-colored, brick building features simple Romanesque details such as 

semicircular arched windows on the second story. The remaining windows are segmentally 
arched. A toothed cornice completes the building.100 This building was sandblasted during the 
1985 renovation. In 2002, new windows were installed and two new entries created.  The building 
was constructed after the 1890 re-grading of the Minneapolis & St. Louis and Great Northern rail 
yards and reflects this grade change in its design and orientation.  The building retains its integrity. 

 
 
159. Address: 320 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Creamery Package 

Manufacturing Company 
 Common Name: 753 Washington Avenue N 
 Architect: W.H. Hayes 
 Year Built: 1895 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This five-story, cream colored, brick warehouse building is characterized by Romanesque design 

features such as its paired semicircular arched windows on the top story. The windows on the 
remaining floors are segmentally arched with projecting hoods on the second and third stories. 
Horizontal brick bands divide the building between the first and second floors and the fourth and 
fifth floors. The composition is completed with a stepped and corbelled cornice with a saw tooth 
design.101 The building was constructed after the 1890 re-grading of the Minneapolis & St. Louis 
and Great Northern rail yards and reflects this grade change in its design and orientation.  The 
building retains its integrity. 
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160. Address: 3rd Street North Viaduct 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: 3rd Street North Viaduct 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: ca 1990 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The 3rd Street Viaduct was built in circa 1990 to serve as an on-ramp for Interstate 94.  The bridge 

is constructed of concrete and is noncontributing. 
 
161. Address: 420 - 428 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: 420 - 428 3rd Street North 
 Common Name: 420 - 428 3rd Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former site of paper factory built in 1896 and demolished in 1967. The 

foundation wall from the building appears to be intact along 3rd Street North. It appears to be 
acting as a retaining wall for the site due to the higher grade along 3rd Street North needed for the 
transition to the street from the former 3rd Street Viaduct. The rear of the property contains the 
former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a significant landscape feature for the 
district and it remains largely intact. 
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162. Address: 500 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Green & DeLaittre Company 
 Common Name: Western Container Corp 
 Architect: C.A.P. Turner 
 Year Built: 1908 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Green & DeLaittre Company wholesale grocery warehouse is a simple four-story rectangular 

brick building with a corbelled cornice. The Green & DeLaitttre Company was one of the largest 
wholesale grocery firms in the city. The first story had Chicago windows which have now been 
infilled. The openings in the upper stories are paired in the corner bays and organized as single 
units in the middle bays. The trim and sills are constructed with cast stone, possibly from C.A.P. 
Turner’s National Stone Manufacturing Company. The building's simple brick façade is 
stylistically emblematic of the revolutionary structural system that defines this building. This is 
one of the earliest extant examples in Minneapolis of a flat slab reinforced concrete design by 
C.A.P. Turner. Concrete columns with mushroom capitals support a slab with no dropped beams. 
Considering the modest size of the building, these large, closely spaced columns suggest an 
experimental design.  The building contains a loading dock and canopy on its 5th Avenue North 
façade. The building retains good integrity. 
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 

 
 
 
163. Address: 510-520 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Gust Lagerquist Company 
 Common Name: Corner Coffee 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1903 
 Status: Contributing 

  
  
 The central portion of this two-story brick building was constructed initially and the end portion 

was built separately. However, the entire composition is unified by a prominent corbelled cornice 
and double hung windows with segmental arches.102 The storefront, although altered, is organized 
by pilasters with stone caps and still has its original “I” beams.  The integrity of the building is 
intact. The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor 
is a significant landscape feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246).  
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164. Address: 530 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Roach Tisdale Company 
 Common Name: 530 3rd Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1910 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This five-story rectangular brick warehouse/factory building is divided into three bays by recessed 

spandrels. The building once had deep window reveals, however that depth was lost with the 
recent window installation. The cornice has been removed and the storefront altered. The loading 
dock was altered in 1948 and 1976.  While the structure has had many alterations, it still possesses 
its original fenestration pattern and some of its details.  The building retains enough integrity to 
convey its significance.  The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line 
corridor. The corridor is a significant landscape feature to the district and is intact (See resource 
#246). 
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165. Address: 618 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Hall Hardware Company 
 Common Name: Duffy Paper 
 Architect: Bertrand & Chamberlain 
 Year Built: 1918-1927 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This large eight-story industrial style building was constructed in sections between 1918 and 1927. 

The facades are divided into bays by brick pilasters which extend beyond the roofline of the 
building. Geometric ornamentation consisting of inset stone panels in the Prairie Style is confined 
to the building’s undulating parapet and large water tower.103 In 1953 the skyway across 3rd Street 
North was constructed.  The structure contains both original and replacement windows. The 
structure contains two loading docks: one along Seventh Avenue North and an internal truck 
loading dock or shipping court along Sixth Avenue North. The building is adjacent to the Great 
Northern Spur line, however the structure’s freight shipping is not primarily designed around 
accessing this feature. The internal truck loading dock is a building form that illustrates the 
decreased dependence upon rail and increased dependence on trucking for the shipping of goods 
for some industries toward the end of the District's period of significance.  The building retains 
good integrity. 

 
 
166. Address: 246 7th Avenue North 
 Historic Name: 246 7th Avenue North 
 Common Name: 246 7th Avenue North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing  

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. The former brick warehouse, constructed on this site in 1908, was demolished 

in 1958. The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The 
corridor is a significant landscape feature to the district and is intact (See resource #246). 
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167. Address: 722 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: 722 3rd Street North 
 Common Name: 722 3rd Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. Former brick dwelling constructed in 1891 and demolished in 1967. Former 

concrete garage constructed in 1946.  
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #246). 

 
 
168. Address: 728 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: 728 3rd Street North 
 Common Name: 728 3rd Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. This site has remained vacant for the since at least 1865.  

 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #246). 
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169. Address: 748 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Herschel Roth Manufacturing 

Company 
 Common Name: Herschel Lofts 
 Architect: Walter H. Wheeler 
 Year Built: 1915 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This six-story curtain wall building exposes the building’s reinforced concrete structural system 

on all sides except the street façade, which is sheathed in brick. The central entry of the three bay 
building is framed in stone. 104In 2006, the building was converted to residential units. Industrial 
windows were replaced throughout the building and balconies were added on secondary façade. 
Despite the window replacements and the addition of balconies, the building retains enough 
design integrity and other components of integrity to convey its significance.  
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #246). 

 
 
170. Address: 900 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Gurley Candy Company 
 Common Name: 900 3rd Street North 
 Architect: Tyrie & Chapman & Charles L. 

Pillsbury Company 
 Year Built: 1919 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Gurley Candy Company building is a four-story rectangular structure designed in simple 

Commercial Style. The façade is articulated through a series of enframed brick panels. A 
semicircular arch above the entry is the only other decorative feature. 105An addition to the original 
building was made in 1949.  The design of this addition is based on the design of the original 
structure.  Further additions were made in 1951 and 1955. The windows have been partially 
infilled and a portion of the industrial sash remains. Despite the additions and window alterations 
the building retains good integrity. 
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #246). 
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171. Address: 918 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: LaVoris Chemical Company 
 Common 

Name: 
918 3rd Street North 

 Architect: Long & Thorsov 
 Year Built: 1922 
 Status: Contributing 

  
 The LaVoris Chemical Company is a three-story, “L”-shaped brick building designed in the Neo-

Classical Revival Style. The building rests on a sandstone base which serves as the sill for the first 
story windows. This material is also utilized for the central entry portico with Doric pilasters and 
two stone bands separating the first and second floors. The upper stories are defined by a series of 
eight pilaster columns flanked by paired windows in the corner bays. An architrave is placed on 
the third story and the cornice consists of triglyphs and metopes.106  The structure was converted 
to condominiums in 2004 at which time new windows were installed. The window openings 
appear to be original.  The building retains its integrity. 
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #246). 
 
The LaVoris Company was founded in 1902 by Charles E. Leigh and William H. Levings. Leigh,  
a druggist at 7th Street and Nicollet Avenue, originated the mouthwash which became the firm’s  
principal product. From humble beginnings in one room at the Masonic Temple (at 5th and 
Hennepin), the firm grew to become one of the largest manufacturing chemists’ in the industry. 
The Lavoris Company was acquired by the Vicks Company in 1961.107 

  

 Photo Credit: Katherine Scott 
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172. Address: 21 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Warehouse Building 
 Common Name: Lakeland Floral 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1885 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This four-story brick and stone building is an exuberant expression of the commercial Queen 

Anne Style. The façade is divided into three bays by brick pilasters with numerous decorative 
stone insets and stylized capitals. The window openings on the second floor are grouped in threes 
with recessed panels and capped by elliptical arches. Elaborate terra cotta panels with foliated 
designs are placed between the third and fourth floors. An unusual cornice with deep corbels 
completes the building. 108The ground floor storefront has been modified with infill but the 
building retains its integrity. 

 
 
173. Address: 25 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: 25 3rd Street North 
 Common Name: 25 3rd Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Vacant parking lot. A brick store constructed on this site in 1919. It was demolished in 1939. 
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174. Address: 123 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Fur-Tex Building 
 Common Name: 123 3rd Street North 
 Architect: Long, Lamoreaux and Long 
 Year Built: 1909 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This eight-story building is designed in the Renaissance Revival Style and features terra cotta and 

deep wine-colored brick. The principal facades are defined by a tri-part horizontal division 
between the heavy masonry of the first floor, the tall middle section of the building, and the attic. 
The corner bays of the symmetrical building feature single window units with formalized 
surrounds. The remaining double hung windows are arranged in pairs. A flared cornice in terra 
cotta completes the building.109 With the exception of the first story, the original sash has been 
retained. The building retains its integrity. 

 
175. Address: 329 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: 329 3rd Street North 
 Common Name: 329 3rd Street North 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: Unknown 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 Parking ramp constructed adjacent to Designers Guild it addresses off of 5th Avenue North. The 

structure does not date within the period of significance for the district and is noncontributing.  
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #247). 

 

                                                 
109 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  140 
 

 
176. Address: 401 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Minnesota Moline Plow 

Company 
 Common Name: Designers Guild 
 Architect: J. Lewellyn 
 Year Built: 1901 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Minnesota Moline Plow Company is a six-story brick warehouse designed in the Renaissance 

Revival Style. Built adjacent to the railroad tracks, the lower two stories are designed with single 
window openings and horizontal rusticated brick. The upper stories are flanked with heavy corner 
bays while the paired windows of the middle bays are incorporated within single arched openings. 
A dominant cornice with corbels completes the building.110 A cement and glass portico has been 
added to the front of the structure and the windows are not original. The building retains its 
integrity. 
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #247). 

 
177. Address: 505 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Security Warehouse 
 Common Name: 505 3rd Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1949 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The Security Warehouse is a simple, one-story noncontributing brick building constructed outside 

the period of significance.  
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #247). 
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178. Address: 519 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Lansing Company 
 Common Name: Bookman Lofts 
 Architect: Tyrie & Chapman 
 Year Built: 1915 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The dominant design feature of the five-story Lansing Company wholesale grocery building is the 

banded brick coursing which defines the façade. These brick patterns occur at all levels and 
include double brick bands at the first story, single bands at the second and third floors and soldier 
courses at the third and fourth floors. The top two stories are linked by metal panels between the 
windows; these openings are framed by recessed brick and they are capped with segmental arches 
of colored brick. 111In 2004, the building was converted into a residential condominium building 
(along with the building at 525 3rd Street North). The windows were replaced at this time.  During 
the conversion the entrance to the structure was moved.  While the principal entrance to the 
original buildings remains in place, it is no longer used for that purpose.  Balconies were added to 
the sides and rear of the structure. Despite these alterations the building retains its integrity.  
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #247). 
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179. Address: 525 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Slocum Bergen Company 
 Common Name: The Bookmen Lofts 
 Architect: Long, Lamoreaux & Long 
 Year Built: 1914 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Slocum Bergen Company wholesale grocery building is a five-story, five bay, brick curtain 

wall structure. Fenestration is organized in horizontal bands. The only decorative features are 
brick bands which define each floor. 112In 2004, the structure was converted into a residential 
condominium building (along with the structure at 519 3rd Street North). The windows were 
replaced and balconies were added to the rear of the structure. The configuration of the building 
was modified, including the principal entrance. A secondary freight entrance on 6th Avenue North 
now serves as the pedestrian entrance.  Also, the loading dock adjacent to this entrance was 
significantly modified. Despite these alterations the structure retains its integrity.  
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #247). 

 
 
180. Address: 615 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: S.T. McKnight Company 
 Common Name: Atomic Data Centers 
 Architect: Magney & Tusler 
 Year Built: 1925 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story Commercial Style warehouse features simple classical elements such as pilaster 

strips, a stone surround enclosing the doorway and a dentiled cornice above the entrance. 
Decorative features include geometric ornamentation on the cornice and recessed brick panels in 
the entrance bay.113 A loading dock is located on the 7th Avenue North facade. The windows have 
been replaced. The building retains its integrity. 
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #247). 
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181. Address: 701 3rd Street North 
 Historic Name: Sherwin Williams Company 
 Common Name: 701 3rd Street North 
 Architect: Not known 
 Year Built: 1913 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Sherwin Williams Company warehouse is a two-story, rectangular, brick building designed in 

a simple Neo-Classical Revival Style. The entry of the three bay façade contains a Tuscan portico 
with paired columns and a full pediment. A sculptured globe representing the Company’s “Cover 
the Earth” logo is placed above the pediment. Decorative integral brick ornament is found on the 
pilaster columns. 114The windows were replaced in 2005. The building retains a loading dock 
along 7th Avenue North. The building retains its integrity. 
 
The rear of the property contains the former Great Northern spur line corridor. The corridor is a 
significant landscape feature for the district and it remains largely intact (See resource #247). 

 
 
182. Address: 16 - 18 4th Street North 
 Historic Name: Printers Exchange Building 
 Common Name: L.A. Rockler Fur Company 
 Architect: Victor DeBrauere 
 Year Built: 1915 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Printers Exchange is a seven-story brick and reinforced concrete building with a curtain wall 

façade designed in a commercial adaptation of the Gothic Revival Style. The principal façade is 
executed in terra cotta with ribbed columns with foliated pendants and capitals dividing the façade 
into three bays. The spandrels consist of panels with Gothic arches. An ornate cornice completes 
the building.115 The building retains its integrity.  
 
With its proximity to the city’s growing entertainment district, the building was designed and 
constructed to store movie films in large vaults. 
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183. Address: 20 4th Street North 
 Historic Name: Commercial Building 
 Common Name: 20 4th Street North 
 Architect: Long & Long 
 Year Built: 1902 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This three-story simple commercial brick building features window openings with stone sills and 

flat segmented arches.  It also features a flat projecting cornice with a dentil course.116  While the 
original ground floor storefront has been altered, the building retains its overall integrity. 

 
 
184. Address: 118 4th Street North 
 Historic Name: George A. Dole Building 
 Common Name: 118 4th Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1899 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The two-story George A. Dole Building contains second story window openings framed by an 

arched arcade that rests on brick piers. Each arch contains a keystone.  An oculus window is 
placed above each pier. The corbelled cornice terminates in a brick parapet.117 Although ground 
level the storefront has been altered, an original “I” beam is still in place. The building retains its 
integrity.  
 
This property was owned by Alexander M. Dole, a Canadian lumber baron who began investing in 
Minneapolis real estate in the 1850s.  The Dole family owned several properties in the warehouse 
district.  This building was constructed by Alexander M. Dole's son, George A. Dole.118 
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185. Address: 130 4th Street North 
 Historic Name: Dole Building 
 Common Name: The New French Café 
 Architect: W. Muther/Charles A. Bergen 
 Year Built: 1887 and 1912 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story rectangular building of glazed white brick is largely a result of the 1912 expansion 

of the original 1887 building. The simple Commercial Style building features Chicago windows 
and a projecting cornice.119 The ground floor storefronts have been altered.  A loading dock 
remains in tact on the 2nd Avenue North façade.   The building retains its integrity and contributes 
to the significance of the district. 

 
186. Address: 4th Street North Viaduct 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: 4th Street North Viaduct 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: ca 1990 
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The 4th Street Viaduct was built circa 1990 to serve as an exit ramp for Interstate 94 into 

downtown.  The bridge is constructed of concrete and steel.  It is noncontributing to the district.   
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187. Address: 25 4th Street North 
 Historic Name: Robitshek Building 
 Common Name: Robitshek Building 
 Architect: Long, Lamoreaux and Long 
 Year Built: 1919 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Robitshek Building is a five-story Beaux Arts composition constructed with brick and 

stylized terra cotta. An egg-and-dart molding frames the first floor storefront while five defined 
columns with ornate capitals divide the upper stories into four bays. Paired windows in each bay 
are organized as a vertical element within a rounded arch.  The bays are further defined by 
recessed spandrels. The elaborate cornice consists of projecting modillions and terra cotta 
medallions.120 The ground floor storefront and entry have been modified, but the building retains 
its integrity. 

 
188. Address: 27 4th Street North 
 Historic Name: Philip Resler & Son Building 
 Common Name: Nate's Clothing 
 Architect: J.E. Nason 
 Year Built: 1913 and 1920 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Resler Building is a straightforward curtain wall structure.  An identical three bay addition 

was constructed on the south side (First Avenue North façade) in 1920.121 This Commercial Style 
five-story brick building is currently being rehabilitated. A one story roof top addition and an 
entrance along First Avenue North were constructed in 2009.  Both the original building and the 
addition retain their integrity. 
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189. Address: 123 4th Street North 
 Historic Name: Winston, Farrington & 

Company 
 Common Name: 123 4th Street North 
 Architect: Long and Long 
 Year Built: 1900 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This impressive wholesale grocery warehouse for the Winston, Farrington, and Company is a five-

story brick and terra cotta building designed in the Renaissance Revival Style. The first story of 
this tri-part façade contains pilasters constructed with striated brick and stylized capitals which 
divide the building into nine bays. The middle floors of the facade feature heavy corner bays 
containing single windows with flat segmented arches and keystones which flank the next three 
stories. The windows of the seven middle bays are paired and organized as vertical elements 
within a terra cotta molding. A secondary cornice separates the top story which is also organized 
with paired windows flanked by single window units. A flat projecting cornice with an ornamental 
Greek fret completes the building. A rear addition (identical to the design of the original 
buildings) was made in 1909 by Long, Lamoreaux & Long.122  Both the original building and the 
addition retain their integrity. 

 
190. Address: 22 5th Street North 
 Historic Name: Store/Office 
 Common Name: Rosenthal Furniture Company 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1908 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This two-story commercial building features a seven bay façade constructed of brick. The ground 

floor storefront has been altered.  The second story windows composed of rusticated stone sills 
and flat segmented arches are still in place. The building is completed with a bracketed cornice. 
123The ground floor storefront has been modified, but the building retains its integrity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
122 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 
123 Rolf Anderson, Minneapolis Warehouse District NRHP Nomination 1989 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  148 
 

191. Address: 26 5th Street North 
 Historic Name: Streeter Building 
 Common Name: Drink Bar 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1926 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This three-story building was constructed with brick and reinforced concrete and built at a cost of 

$40,000.00. At the time of the 1989 NRHP designation, the structure was covered with a metal 
screen. The screen has since been removed and the structure rehabilitated. The ground floor 
storefront has been altered and new windows installed. Despite these alterations, the building 
possesses its integrity and is considered a contributing building to the significance of the district. 

 
 
192. Address: 110 5th Street North 
 Historic Name: Wyman Partridge and 

Company 
 Common Name: Wyman Building 
 Architect: Kees & Colburn 
 Year Built: 1916 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This 12-story rectangular brick building was constructed in 1916 for the Wyman Partridge & 

Company, a large regional manufacturer and wholesaler of dry goods.  At the time this building 
was constructed, the company’s headquarters were located at 400 1st Avenue North.  This 
building features a prominent Renaissance-inspired façade stating, “Wyman Partridge & Co.” 
across the top of the building.  A water tower is located on the roof of the building. An additional 
first floor entrance was added in 1934.124 Further alterations were made in 2007 including window 
replacements.  The first floor entrance was altered in 2007. Despite alterations, the building retains 
its integrity. 
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193. Address: 126 5th Street North 
 Historic Name: 126 5th Street North 
 Common Name: 126 5th Street North 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 2008 
 Status: Noncontrbuting 

 
  
 Two story commercial building constructed in 2008 as an addition to the Wyman Partridge and 

Company building. A filling station was constructed on this site in 1915 and was later demolished 
in 1968. The building is noncontributing because it does not date within the period of significance. 

 
 
194. Address: 300 5th Street North 
 Historic Name: Booth Fisheries 
 Common Name: Minikahda Mini Storage 
 Architect: Unknown 
 Year Built: 1914 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 This eight-story building was designed for cold storage and retained its original use until 1987 

when it was converted to storage space. The building features a symmetrical 3-part façade with 
Renaissance detailing. The lower section has a rusticated base with brick striation, but the 
emphasis is placed on the tall middle section and the prominent cornice. Both the middle and 
upper sections have stylized corner pavilions and raised brick panels that divide and decorate the 
building façade. The building’s upper storey has several bull’s-eye windows.125 The building has 
one story loading dock addition located to its north. The rear of the property is adjacent to the 
former Minneapolis & St. Louis rail yard and features a partially enclosed freight loading area 
integrated into the rear of the building. The building retains its integrity and is a contributing 
structure to the district. 
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195. Address: 5th Street North Bridge 
 Historic Name: 5th Street North Bridge 
 Common Name: 5th Street North Bridge 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built:  
 Status: Noncontributing 

 
  
 The Fifth Street Bridge was originally constructed in 1890 as part of the settlement that lowered 

the Great Northern and Minneapolis & St. Louis rail yards and the rail corridor. The original 
bridge was a steel truss bridge that was modified to incorporate a more contemporary deck design 
in the 1920s. The bridge has since been reconstructed multiple times.  The most current 
reconfiguration of the bridge included lowering the southbound deck to allow for extension of 
light rail tracks in 2008.  The structure is noncontributing. 

 
 
196. Address: 420 5th Street North 
 Historic Name: The Minneapolis Ford Plant 
 Common Name: Ford Center 
 Architect: Kees & Colburn 
 Year Built: 1913 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Minneapolis Ford Plant is a large, ten-story curtain wall building constructed with a 

reinforced concrete; red pressed brick and terra cotta.  It was built at a cost of $400,000. The 
exterior of the building expresses the structural system with pilasters, narrow spandrels, and large 
industrial windows. There is minimal decorative terra cotta trim at the top of the pilasters and 
cornice. The original parapet has been removed.126  A water tower is located on the roof of the 
building. The structure contains multiple window types, but many of the original industrial 
divided light windows remain. The building retains a freight loading bay that provided covered 
access for freight cars. The building retains its integrity. 
 
Ford began manufacturing automobiles in Minneapolis in 1912 in a converted warehouse at 66 
South 3rd Street.  Assembly at that location was not particularly efficient and this building (420 
5th Street North) was constructed to provide a moving assembly line for Model T cars and trucks. 
Nearly 600,000 Model Ts were manufactured here between 1915 and 1923, after which Ford 
moved their factory to larger facilities in the Highland Park neighborhood of St. Paul.127 
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197. Address: 1st Avenue North, between the 

Federal Reserve Bank and 1st 
Street N 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 1st Avenue North 

have been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width is remains intact. In 1997, the 
construction of the Federal Reserve Bank resulted in the reduction of the street’s length.  The 
street was reconstructed and decorative pavers  and street trees were added to the newly 
constructed, adjacent sidewalks. The street retains its original right-of-way width and as such it 
retains its integrity.  The street is significant because it retains the historic relationship between the 
buildings and historic landscape/character features of the district. 

 
 
198. Address: 1st Avenue North, between 1st 

and 2nd Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way for this section of 1st Avenue North  

have been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width is remains intact. The street 
retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains 
the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 
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199. Address: 1st Avenue North, between 

Washington Avenue North and 
3rd Street North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 1st Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees have 
planted in the boulevard. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  
The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape 
features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent placement of building facades 
along the front property line on both sides of the street. 

 
 
200. Address: 1st Avenue North, between 3rd 

Street North and 4th Street 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 1st Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees have 
planted in the boulevard. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  
The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape 
features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent placement of building facades 
along the front property line on both sides of the street. 
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201. Address: 1st Avenue North, between 4th 

and 5th Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 1st Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees have 
planted in the boulevard at the southeast end of this section of street. The street retains its original 
right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic 
relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the very 
strong and consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both sides of 
the street. 

 
 
202. Address: 1st Avenue North, between 5th 

and 6th Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 1st Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees have 
planted in the boulevard. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  
The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape 
features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent placement of building facades 
along the front property line on the west side of the street. 
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203. Address: 2nd Avenue North, from alley 

to 1st Street North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and the 80 foot width of the right-of-way for this section of 2nd Avenue 

remain intact. The southeast side of the street has concrete loading docks and the northwest side 
has a grass boulevard.  This section of street has had very little (if any) patching of the brick 
pavers and as such the materials retain a high level of integrity.  The street retains its original 
right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic 
relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 

 
 
204. Address: 2nd Avenue North, from 1st to 

2nd Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 2nd Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width is remains intact. Large planters have 
been placed in the boulevard. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its 
integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and 
landscape features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent placement of building 
facades along the front property line, particularly the very strong and consistent placement of 
building facades along the front property line on both sides of the street. 
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205. Address: 2nd Avenue North, from 2nd 

Street North to Washington 
Avenue North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 2nd Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The street retains its 
original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both sides of the street. 

 
 
206. Address: 2nd Avenue North, from 

Washington Avenue North to 
3rd Street North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 2nd Avenue North 

have been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The current 
configuration and paving materials will be modified in 2009.  The street retains its original right-
of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship 
between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the consistent placement 
of building facades along the front property line. 
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207. Address: 2nd Avenue North, from 3rd to 

4th Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 2nd Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees have been 
planted in the boulevard. A loading dock runs along the southeast portion of this section of 2nd 
Avenue. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is 
significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district, particularly the consistent placement of building facades along the front property line 
on the east side of the street. 

 
 
208. Address: 2nd Avenue North, from 4th to 

5th Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 2nd Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. A loading dock runs 
along the southeast portion of this section of 2nd Avenue. The street retains its original right-of-
way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship 
between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the very strong and 
consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on the east side of the street. 
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209. Address: 3rd Avenue North, from 1st to 

2nd Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 3rd Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees have been 
added in the boulevard on both sides of the street. The street retains its original right-of-way width 
and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the 
buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent 
placement of building facades along the front property line on the east side of the street. 

 
 
210. Address: 3rd Avenue North, from 2nd 

Street North to Washington 
Avenue North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 3rd Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. A loading dock runs 
along the northwest portion of this section of 3rd Avenue. Street trees line the boulevard on the 
east side of the street. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  
The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape 
features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent placement of building facades 
along the front property line. 
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211. Address: 3rd Avenue North, from 

Washington Avenue North to 
3rd Street North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 3rd Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. A loading dock runs 
along the west portion of this section of 3rd Avenue. The loading dock has been removed and 
reconstructed at the same dimension with the addition of railings and stairs. The street has been 
reconfigured and additional pedestrian space has been added. The street retains its original right-
of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship 
between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the very strong and 
consistent placement of building facades along the front property line. 

 
 
212. Address: 3rd Avenue North, from 4th to 

5th Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 3rd Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. A loading dock runs 
along the west portion of this section of 3rd Avenue. The street has been reconfigured and 
additional pedestrian space has been added. The street retains its original right-of-way width and 
retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the 
buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent 
placement of building facades along the front property line. 
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213. Address: 4th Avenue North, from 56 4th 

Avenue North to 1st Street 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 4th Avenue North 

have been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees and 
a grass boulevard have been added to the west side of the street.  The street retains its original 
right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic 
relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 

 
 
214. Address: 5th Avenue North from district 

boundary to Washington 
Avenue North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 5th Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. A loading dock runs 
along the east portion of this section of 5th Avenue. The street retains its original right-of-way 
width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship 
between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly consistent placement of 
building facades along the front property line. 
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215. Address: 5th Avenue North, from 

Washington Avenue North to 
3rd Street North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 5th Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. This section of the 
5th Avenue has multiple loading docks. One on the east side has been significantly altered. The 
loading dock on the west portion appears to be intact.  This portion of 5th Avenue has a slight 
slope up to where it meets 3rd Street North.  This slope is attributed to the incline 3rd Street 
required to transition from the viaduct over the adjacent rail lines to the east.  This section of 
roadway is also bisected by a Great Northern Railroad spur line that serviced the structures on the 
south side of Washington Avenue.  Original paving materials may be located below the exposed 
asphalt roadway. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The 
street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape 
features of the district, particularly consistent placement of building facades along the front 
property line. 

 
 
 
216. Address: 5th Avenue North, from 3rd to 

4th Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 5th Avenue have been modified, however 

the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The original brick pavers are visible between 
patches of asphalt. This portion of 5th Avenue has a slight slope down from where it meets 3rd 
Street North and then back up to 4th Street North.  This slope is attributed to the incline 3rd Street 
and 4th Street required to transition from the viaduct over the adjacent rail lines to the east.  This 
section of roadway is also bisected by a Great Northern Railroad spur line. The railroad tracks 
remain exposed in the roadway surface.   The street retains its original right-of-way width and 
retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the 
buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the consistent placement of building 
facades along the front property line. 
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217. Address: 5th Avenue North, from 4th to 

5th Streets North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 5th Avenue have been modified, however 

the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The original brick pavers are visible between 
patches of asphalt. This portion of 5th Avenue has a slight slope down from where it meets 4th 
Street North and then slightly back up to 5th Street North.  This slope is attributed to the incline 
4th Street and 5th Street required to transition from the viaduct over the adjacent rail lines to the 
east.  The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is 
significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. 

 
218. Address: 6th Avenue North, from the 

district boundary to 
Washington Avenue North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 6th Avenue have 

been modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. A loading dock runs 
along the east portion of this section of 6th Avenue. The northeast end of the street abuts what was 
once the Soo Line rail yard and service tracks. Original paving materials may be located below the 
exposed asphalt roadway. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  
The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape 
features of the district, particularly the consistent placement of building facades along the front 
property line. 
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219. Address: 6th Avenue North, from 

Washington Avenue North to 
3rd Street North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 6th Avenue has been modified, however 

the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The original brick pavers are visible.  This 
section of 6th Avenue has multiple loading docks and freight infrastructure.  This section of 
roadway is also bisected by a Great Northern Railroad spur line. The street retains its original 
right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic 
relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 

 
 
220. Address: 6th Avenue North, from 3rd 

Street North to district 
boundary 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 6th Avenue have been modified, however 

the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The original brick pavers are visible .The 
section of 6th Avenue has multiple loading docks that have been altered.  This section of roadway 
is also bisected by a Great Northern Railroad spur line. The railroad tracks remain exposed in the 
roadway surface. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The 
street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape 
features of the district. 
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221. Address: 7th Avenue North, from 

Washington Avenue North to 
3rd Street North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and the configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 7th Avenue have 

been modified, however the 60 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The section of 7th 
Avenue has multiple loading docks, canopies, and freight infrastructure.  This section of roadway 
is also bisected by a Great Northern Railroad spur line. The street retains its original right-of-way 
width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship 
between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 

 
 
222. Address: 7th Avenue North, from 3rd 

Street North to district 
boundary 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and the configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 7th Avenue have 

been modified, however the 60 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The section of 7th 
Avenue has multiple loading docks. This section of roadway is also bisected by a Great Northern 
Railroad spur line. Original street materials and rail tracks may lay below exposed asphalt 
roadway. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is 
significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. 
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223. Address: 8th Avenue North, from 

Washington Avenue North to 
district boundary 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 8th Avenue have been modified, however 

the 60 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact.  Original wood block pavers are visible in 
between asphalt patches. Some granite stone curbing also remains. Trees have been planted in 
portions of the boulevard. This section of roadway is also bisected by a Great Northern Railroad 
spur line. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is 
significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. 

 
 
224. Address: 9th Avenue North from 

Washington Avenue North to 
3rd Street North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 8th Avenue have 

been modified, however the 60 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. A loading dock on 
the northwest side of the street remains intact. This section of roadway is also bisected by a Great 
Northern Railroad spur line.  Original paving material may be located below the exposed asphalt 
roadway. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is 
significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. 
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225. Address: 1st Street North, between 1st 

and 2nd Avenues N 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 1st Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The street retains its 
original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
consistent placement of building facades along the front property line. 

 
 
226. Address: 1st Street North, between 2nd 

and 3rd Avenues North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 1st Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. Street trees have been added 
in some locations as well as freestanding flower planters. The street retains its original right-of-
way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship 
between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the consistent placement 
of building facades along the front property line. 
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227. Address: 1st Street North, between 4th 

and 8th Avenues North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 1st Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees and 
landscaping bed have been added in the boulevard. The north end of 1st Street North retains 
portions of the loading dock fabric. These loading docks have been altered by adding railings and 
stairs. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is 
significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district, particularly the consistent placement of building facades along the front property line. 

 
 
228. Address: 2nd Street North, between 1st 

and 2nd Avenues North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 2nd Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Planters have been placed 
in the sidewalk adjacent to structures. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains 
its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings 
and landscape features of the district, particularly the consistent placement of building facades 
along the front property line. 
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229. Address: 2nd Street North, between 2nd 

and 3rd Avenues North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 2nd Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. Street trees have been added 
in some locations as well as freestanding flower planters. The street retains its original right-of-
way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship 
between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 

 
 
230. Address: Washington Avenue North, 

between 1st and 2nd Avenues 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of Washington Avenue 

North have been modified, however the 100 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. A concrete 
median divides the four lanes of traffic. The street retains its original right-of-way width and 
retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the 
buildings and landscape features of the district. 
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231. Address: Washington Avenue North, 

between 2nd and 3rd Avenues 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of Washington Avenue 

North have been modified, however the 100 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. The street 
retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains 
the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 

 
 
232. Address: Washington Avenue North, 

between 5th  and 6th Avenues 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of Washington Avenue 

North have been modified, however the 100 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. Street 
trees have been recently approved for this section of Washington Avenue North. The street retains 
its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
very strong and consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both 
sides of the street. 
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233. Address: Washington Avenue North, 

between 6th  and 7th Avenues 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of Washington Avenue 

North have been modified, however the 100 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. Street 
trees have been recently approved for this section of Washington Avenue North. The street retains 
its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
very strong and consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both 
sides of the street. 

 
 
234. Address: Washington Avenue North, 

between 7th and 8th Avenues 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of Washington Avenue 

North have been modified, however the 100 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. Street 
trees have been recently approved for this section of Washington Avenue North. The street retains 
its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
very strong and consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both 
sides of the street. 

 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  170 
 

 
235. Address: Washington Avenue North, 

between 8th and 9th Avenues 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of Washington Avenue 

North have been modified, however the 100 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. Street 
trees have been recently approved for this section of Washington Avenue North. The street retains 
its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
very strong and consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both 
sides of the street. 

 
 
236. Address: Washington Avenue North, 

between 9th and 10th Avenues 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of Washington Avenue 

North have been modified, however the 100 foot wide right-of-way width is still intact. Street 
trees have been recently approved for this section of Washington Avenue North. The street retains 
its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both sides of the street. 
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237. Address: 3rd Street North, between 

district boundary and 2nd 
Avenue North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 3rd Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Street trees are located in 
the boulevards. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The 
street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape 
features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent placement of building facades 
along the front property line on both sides of the street. 

 
 
238. Address: 3rd Street North, between BN 

Railroad line and 5th Avenue 
South 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 3rd Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The street is no longer a 
through street and the north end of the street is used as metered parking stalls. The elevation of the 
eastern end of the street was increased when the viaducts over the Great Northern and St. Louis & 
Minneapolis rail yards and through lines.  The stone bridge abutment and inclined grade remains. 
The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant 
as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 
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239. Address: 3rd Street North, between 5th 

and 6th Avenues North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 3rd Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. Original paving material 
may be located below exposed street materials. The street retains its original right-of-way width 
and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the 
buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the very strong and consistent 
placement of building facades along the front property line on both sides of the street. 

 
 
240. Address: 3rd Street North, between 6th 

and 7th Avenues North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 3rd Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact.  Original paving material 
may be located below exposed street materials. An enclosed skyway was added over this street 
after the period of significance. The street retains its original right-of-way width and retains its 
integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and 
landscape features of the district. 
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241. Address: 3rd Street North, between 7th 

Avenue North and 10th Avenue 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials of this section of 3rd Street have been modified. The original brick pavers 

remain intact; however portions have been removed and patched with asphalt. The sidewalks are 
paved with concrete. The 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact.  The street retains its 
original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 

 
 
242. Address: 4th Street North from district 

boundary to 2nd Avenue North 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 4th Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact.  The street retains its 
original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both sides of the street. 
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243. Address: 5th Street North between 

roughly 1st and 2nd Avenues 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The paving materials and configuration of the right-of-way of this section of 5th Street have been 

modified, however the 80 foot wide right-of-way width remains intact. The street contains 
infrastructure for the light rail lines that follow the 5th Street right-of-way. The street retains its 
original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains the 
historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district, particularly the 
very strong and consistent placement of building facades along the front property line on both 
sides of the street. 

 
 
244. Address: Traffic Street 
 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The right-of-way width remains intact.   Original cobblestone paving materials are visible through 

asphalt. More original materials may be located below the exposed asphalt roadway. The street 
retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity.  The street is significant as it retains 
the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. 
 
Traffic Street was created from an existing alley in 1890. It was created to provide access to the 
Great Northern rail yards and freight depots that line the 4th Avenue North rail corridor. Its 
creation stemmed from a settlement between the City of Minneapolis, Great Northern Railroad 
and the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad which created the grade separated tracks and rail yards. 
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245. Address: 405 Washington Avenue North 
 Historic Name: Burlington Northern Railroad 

Right-of-way 
 Common Name: Burlington Northern Railroad 

Right-of-way 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 Former Great Northern and St. Louis & Minneapolis through tracks. The corridor runs from the 

Mississippi River Bridge to 5th Street North. Tracks were separated from adjacent rail yards (to the 
south) by a retaining wall.  The below grade tracks were a result of the settlement of a lawsuit in 
1890 between the City of Minneapolis and the two railroads.  The configuration of tracks has 
changed, however their grade separation and the corridor created by the railroad right-of-way 
remain intact.  The lowered grade separation is evident in retaining walls and bridge abutments 
along the rail corridor. The right-of-way retains its integrity as it retains the historic relationship 
between buildings, streets/street right-of-ways, rail infrastructure, and related landscape features of 
the district. 

 
 
246. Address: Great Northern Rail Spur line 

Corridor between Washington 
Avenue North and 3rd Street 
North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Great Northern Railroad provided rail access to properties located between the south side of 

Washington Avenue North and the north side of 3rd Street North.  This spur line ran from the mail 
line 4th Avenue North rail corridor through the district to 10th Avenue North. This spur line 
opened up Washington Avenue and 3rd Street North for warehouse development and construction.  
The tracks in this corridor appear to have been removed, though some portions may remain below 
existing surface paving materials.  The ownership of this corridor is made up of public right-of-
way and private land. While, ownership of the corridor has been segmented, the configuration of 
the corridor as a whole remains in tact.  The corridor is significant as it facilitated the warehouse 
and industrial growth in this area. The uninterrupted width of the corridor is significant as it 
retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district.  The 
corridor retains its width and retains its integrity. 

 



Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Designation Study – October 28, 2009  176 
 

 
247. Address: Great Northern Spur line 

Corridor between 3rd and 4th 
Streets North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The Great Northern Railroad provided rail access to property located between the south side of 

3rd Street North and the north side of 4th Street North.  This spur line ran from the 4th Avenue 
North main line rail corridor to through the district to 10th Avenue North. This spur line opened 
up 3rd and 4th Streets North for warehouse development and construction.  The only tracks that 
remain in this corridor are located in the public right-of-ways of the intersections with 5th and 6th 
Avenues North. The ownership of this corridor is made up of public right-of-way and private land. 
While, the ownership of the corridor has been segmented, the configuration of the corridor 
remains.  The corridor is significant as it facilitated the warehouse and industrial growth in this 
area. The uninterrupted width of the corridor is significant as it retains the historic relationship 
between the buildings and landscape features of the district. The corridor retains its width and 
retains its integrity. 

  
 Photo Credit: 

 
 
248. Address: Alley - Block 55 between 

Washington Avenue and 3rd 
Street North bounded by 1st 
and 2nd Avenues North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The alley retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity. The width of the alley is 

significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district.  Original materials may be located below the alleyway's current pavement.  Loading 
docks, canopies, and fire escapes are significant features of alleys in the district; as landscape 
features of the warehouse/industrial complex and the way it evolved, they help to convey the 
significance of the district.   
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249. Address: Alley Block 60 between 3rd 

and 4th Streets North bounded 
by 1st and 2nd Avenues North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The alley retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity. The width of the alley is 

significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. Original materials may be located below the alleyway's current pavement.  Loading 
docks, canopies, and fire escapes are significant features of alleys in the district; as landscape 
features of the warehouse/industrial complex and the way it evolved, they help to convey the 
significance of the district.   

 
250. Address: Alley Block 83 between 4th 

and 5th Streets North bounded 
by 1st and 2nd Avenues North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 Two skyways cross between the building high above the alley. The alley retains its original right-

of-way width and retains its integrity. The width of the alley is significant as it retains the historic 
relationship between the buildings and landscape features of the district. Original materials may be 
located below the alleyway's current pavement. Loading docks, canopies, and fire escapes are 
significant features of alleys in the district; as landscape features of the warehouse/industrial 
complex and the way it evolved, they help to convey the significance of the district.  This alley 
includes overhead, enclosed bridges that connected buildings on both sides; as landscape features 
of the warehouse/industrial complex and the way it evolved, these bridges also help to convey the 
significance of the district.   
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251. Address: Alley Block 35 between 2nd 

Street North and Washington 
Avenue North bounded by 1st 
and 2nd Avenues North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The alley retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity. The width of the alley is 

significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. Original materials may be located below the alleyway's current pavement.  Loading 
docks, canopies, and fire escapes are significant features of alleys in the district; as landscape 
features of the warehouse/industrial complex and the way it evolved, they help to convey the 
significance of the district.   

 
 
252. Address: Alley Block 24 between 1st and 

2nd Streets North bounded by 
1st and 2nd Avenues North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The alley retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity. The width of the alley is 

significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. Original materials may be located below the alleyway's current pavement.  Loading 
docks, canopies, and fire escapes are significant features of alleys in the district; as landscape 
features of the warehouse/industrial complex and the way it evolved, they help to convey the 
significance of the district.   
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253. Address: Alley Block 25 between 1st and 

2nd Streets North bounded by 
2nd and 3rd Avenues North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The alley retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity. The width of the alley is 

significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. Original materials may be located below the alleyway's current pavement.  Loading 
docks, canopies, and fire escapes are significant features of alleys in the district; as landscape 
features of the warehouse/industrial complex and the way it evolved, they help to convey the 
significance of the district.   

 
254. Address: Alley Block 34 between  2nd 

Street North and Washington 
Avenue North bounded by 2nd 
and 3rd Avenues North 

 Historic Name: - 
 Common Name: - 
 Architect: - 
 Year Built: - 
 Status: Contributing 

 
  
 The alley retains its original right-of-way width and retains its integrity. The width of the alley is 

significant as it retains the historic relationship between the buildings and landscape features of 
the district. The alley retains its original materials.  Loading docks, canopies, and fire escapes are 
significant features of alleys in the district; as landscape features of the warehouse/industrial 
complex and the way it evolved, they help to convey the significance of the district.   
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