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City-building Mission Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 



Planning Delivery Model  

Strategic Planning                Physical Development 

System 
Planning 

Comprehensive Plan 
Activity Plans 
System Plans 

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 

MPRB Planning & Design Business Model  

Design 

Real Estate Services 
Land Records             Transactions              Partnerships         GIS 

Inter-governmental Coordination 
Legislature            Metro Parks          Local 

Master 
Planning 

Service Area Plans 
Park Master Plans 
Operations Modeling 
Program Modeling 
 
 

Design & 
Construction 
Schematic Design 
Construction Documents 
Construction Administration 
Post-const. Evaluation 
 
 

Capital Planning 
Regional            Neighborhood          Bonding 



An Eye on the Horizon 

Rich park legacy 

 Complex demands 

  Scarce but growing resources 

   Engaged population 

    A turn toward cities 

     Downtown spotlight 

      Public realm focus 

A PIVOTAL MOMENT 

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 



Service Area Master Plans Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 

• Master plans & investment 
strategies for every park in the 
City by 2018 
 

• Parks planned and 
programmed as service area 
groupings to offer diverse and 
complimentary activities on 
district basis 
 

• Downtown service area 
master plan scheduled for 
2014 
 

• Master Plans include design 
concepts, phasing plans, 
program models, and 
operations models 



Downtown Service Area Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 

Loring 
Park 

Elliot Park 

Franklin Steele 
Park 

Central 
Riverfront 

Gold Medal 
Park 

Gateway 
Park 

Stadium Park? 

North Loop 
Park? 



Central Riverfront Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 



Water Works  Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 

Public Open House 
6-8 tonight 
Nicollet Island Pavilion 



Framework of Previous Plans  Downtown Parks 

2003 DT East / North Loop 
Master Plan 
 
2008 Downtown Parks 
Study 

 
Downtown 2025 Plan 
 
2012 RiverFirst Proposal 
 
2012 Gateway TPL Study 
 
2013 North Loop Park 
Scoping Study 

 



Downtown Plan 

City / Park Board co-lead the effort 
 
Modeled on successful Above the Falls 
master planning process 
 
Single public engagement process for: 

• Downtown East small area / 
public realm plan 

• Downtown service area park 
master plan 
 

Integrated approach to  
• Land use  
• Urban design 
• Public realm strategy 
• Land protection 
• Phasing / investment approach 

 
Kick-off  summer ‘14 

 Collaborative Planning  
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