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             POP QUIZ!   

               15 SECONDS 

“WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE URBAN PARK?”   
     
(and why?)    



LIKE OTHER CULTURAL ARTS… 

URBAN PARKS 
REFLECT THE 
PREVAILING 

VALUES  
+ 

ATTITUDES  
OF THE TIME 



PLEASURE GROUNDS 
1850-1900 
 
Prospect Park, New York City 
F. L. Olmsted 



SUSTAINABLE PARK 
1850-1900 



What prevailing socio-cultural attitudes are changing now? 
….today and tomorrow? 

….in our cities and landscape? 



WYNYARD POINT 
AUCKLAND ,NZ 

 
 
 
 



WYNYARD POINT 
AUCKLAND ,NZ 

 
 
 
 



SUGAR BEACH 
TORONTO, ONT 

 
 
 
 



SUGAR BEACH 
TORONTO, ONT 

 
 
 
 



DIRECTORS PARK 
PORTLAND ,OR 

 
 
 
 



DIRECTORS PARK 
PORTLAND ,OR 

 
 
 
 



STEEL YARD 
PROVIDENCE, RI 

 
 
 
 



STEEL YARD 
PROVIDENCE, RI 

 
 
 
 



CUMBERLAND PARK 
NASHVILLE, TN 

 
 
 
 



CUMBERLAND PARK 
NASHVILLE, TN 

 
 
 
 



CUMBERLAND PARK 
NASHVILLE, TN 

 
 
 
 



CUMBERLAND PARK 
NASHVILLE, TN 

 
 
 
 



CUMBERLAND PARK 
NASHVILLE, TN 

 
 
 
 



CHICAGO CITY HALL  
GREEN ROOF 
CHICAGO, IL 

 
 
 
 



DISCOVERY GREEN 
HOUSTON ,TX 

 
 
 
 



DISCOVERY GREEN 
HOUSTON ,TX 

 
 
 
 



DISCOVERY GREEN 
HOUSTON ,TX 

 
 
 
 



DISCOVERY GREEN 
HOUSTON ,TX 

 
 
 
 



 



PROGRAMMING + BUDGETING 

DESIGN + PERMITTING 

CONSTRUCTION + COMMISSIONING  

BIG OPENING + SUSTAINED SUPPORT 



Pros Cons 





 
PROGRAMMING +  
BUDGETING 
 
DON’T HAVE 
More Program than 
 
TIME 
+ 
BUDGET 
+ 
SPACE 
 
 
(PRIOTIZE AND DEMAND 

FLEXIBILITY) 
 

 



 
 
PROGRAMMING + 
BUDGETING 
 
BE REALISTIC 
 
BEWARE of the  
UNBUILDABLE 
 
 
 
(Connect Program + Budget 

+ Schedule) 



 
 
DESIGN +  
PERMITTING 
 
BE REALISTIC 
 
BEWARE of the  
UNBUILDABLE 
 
 
 
(Connect Program + Budget 

+ Schedule) 



 
DESIGN +  
PERMITTING 
 
Everyone is  
working from the 
same book and 
same page.  
 
 
 
 
(CLEAR AND EARLY 

COMMUNICATION) 

 

CUMBERLAND PARK 
NASHVILLE, TN 



 
DESIGN +  
PERMITTING 
 
Look for  
Complementary 
opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
(CLEAR AND EARLY 

COMMUNICATION) 

 



Discovery Green Performance Venues  
DESIGN +  
PERMITTING 
 
Integrate Quality 
Space 
With Operational 
Strategy.  
 
 
 
 
(CLEAR AND EARLY 

COMMUNICATION) 

 



Bryant Park Revenue by Source 
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DESIGN +  
PERMITTING 
 
Integrate Quality 
Space 
With Operational 
Strategy.  
 
 
 
 
(CLEAR AND EARLY 

COMMUNICATION) 

 



 
CONSTRUCTION +  
COMMISSIONING 
 
Its NOT 
“Just a Park” 
 
 
 
 
(FINDING THE  RIGHT 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
THAT “GETS IT”) 

 
 
 

 

LONG BRIDGE PARK 
ARLINGTON, VA 



 
BIG OPENING +  
SUSTAINED 
SUPPORT 
 
Only ONE chance  
At a Park Opening 

 

DISCOVERY GREEN 
HOUSTON, TX 



 
BIG OPENING +  
SUSTAINED 
SUPPORT 
 
Long Term? 

 

CANAL PARK 
WASHINGTON DC 



 
BIG OPENING +  
SUSTAINED 
SUPPORT 
 
Understanding of 
Maintenance and 
Management 

 

PROSPECT PARK 
NEW YORK CITY 


