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Property Location: 800 North Ist Street

Project Name: Star Tribune sign replacement

Prepared By: Mei-Ling Smith, City Planner, (612) 673-5342

Applicant: Kevin Desmond, Star Tribune Media Co.

Project Contact: Carol Lansing, Faegre Baker Daniels LLP

Request: To install an internally illuminated wall sign facing Plymouth Ave N.

Required Applications:

Expansion of a Legal

Ve e L To allow a new, 408 square-foot illuminated sign in the R6 Multiple Family District.

SITE DATA

[l Light Industrial District, R6 Multiple Family District

IL Industrial Living Overlay District, DH Downtown Height Overlay District,
DP Downtown Parking Overlay District, MR Mississippi Critical Area Overlay
District, SH Shoreland Overlay District

Existing Zoning

Lot Area 699,745 square feet / 16.06 acres
Ward(s) 3, adjacent to Ward 5
Neighborhood(s) North Loop Neighborhood Association, adjacent to Northside Residents

Redevelopment Council

Designated Future
Land Use

Land Use Features n/a

Transitional Industrial, Parks and Open Space

Mississippi National River and Recreation Area Comprehensive Management
Plan (1995); North Loop Small Area Plan (2010)

Small Area Plan(s)

Date Application Deemed Complete | March 8, 2016 Date Extension Letter Sent Not applicable

End of 60-Day Decision Period May 7, 2016 End of 120-Day Decision Period | Not applicable
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BACKGROUND |

SITE DESCRIPTION AND PRESENT USE. The subject site is located approximately 340 feet to
the west of the Mississippi River, near the intersection of Plymouth Avenue North and North 2nd
Street. The property is approximately 16 acres (699,745 square feet) in size, and the existing two-
story/54-foot-tall building has a footprint of approximately 290,000 square feet and a gross floor area of
397,000 square feet. The existing structure was constructed in 1987 to house the printing plant for the
Star Tribune Media Company, and it is still used for this purpose. The primary entrance to the building
faces 8th Avenue North, while the truck parking and loading area is between the building and Plymouth
Avenue North.

The property has split zoning, with two primary zoning classifications: |1 Light Industrial District and R6
Multiple Family District. In addition, the property is located within five overlay districts: IL Industrial
Living Overlay District, DH Downtown Height Overlay District, DP Downtown Parking Overlay
District, MR Mississippi River Critical Area Overlay District, and SH Shoreland Overlay District. The
property is also a noncontributing structure in the St. Anthony Falls Historic District.

SURROUNDING PROPERTIES AND NEIGHBORHOOD. The area includes a wide variety of
zoning districts and uses in the immediate vicinity. The site is approximately one block to the east of
Washington Avenue North, which is a Commercial Corridor. The site is adjacent to the B4N
Downtown Neighborhood District, C3A Community Activity Center District, and C2 Neighborhood
Corridor Commercial District. The North Washington Jobs Park Industrial Employment District is
located directly to the north. The predominant land uses in the area are multiple-family dwellings,
offices, public parks, light industrial businesses, and commercial uses.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION. The applicant is proposing to install a new, illuminated sign on the
elevation facing the on-site parking area and Plymouth Avenue North. It would also be visible from
North 2nd Street. The proposed sign would replace an existing painted (non-illuminated) wall sign in the
same location, which reads “StarTribune / Newspaper of the Twin Cities” in white lettering. The
proposed sign would read “StarTribune” and would contain the company’s current green logo. The
portion of the building elevation that would contain the proposed sign is approximately 161 feet in
length and is covered with brown painted metal, while the rest of the building is primarily brick. The
applicant has indicated that it is not possible to remove the existing painted wall sign. They have
explored painting over the portion of the wall that contains the painted sign, but have stated that it is
not practical to do so without priming and repainting the entire textured metal panel wall. Therefore,
the applicant is proposing that the new lettering and logo would be attached to an aluminum backer pan
to cover up the existing sign.

The proposed sign would match the height (41 feet) and area (10 feet, 3 inches by 40 feet, or 408
square feet) of the existing sign. The backer pan would project four inches from the building wall, and
the individual letters would project five inches from the backer pan, for a total of nine inches. While the
individual letter faces would appear black during the day, as they are white translucent acrylic with
applied black perforated vinyl, the sign would be internally lit with white, low voltage LED so that the
letters would illuminate white at night.

An expansion of a legal nonconforming use is required to allow an illuminated wall sign exceeding 16
square feet in area and 14 feet in height in the Ré district, per section 543.250 of the zoning code.

RELATED APPROVALS. The Heritage Preservation Commission approved a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the proposed wall sign at its February 16, 2016 meeting.



Department of Community Planning and Economic Development

BZZ-7616
Planning Case # Application Description Action
BZH-28970 Certificate of To allow a wall sign that does not Approved by the
Appropriateness meet the guidelines in the Design HPC on February 16,
Guidelines for On-Premise Signs and 2016.
Awnings.

PUBLIC COMMENTS. Staff has received a letter of support from the North Loop Neighborhood
Association. Any additional correspondence received prior to the public meeting will be forwarded on
to the Planning Commission for consideration.

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development has analyzed the application to
allow a new, 408 square-foot illuminated wall sign based on the following findings:

I. A rezoning of the property would be inappropriate.

The portion of the property containing the proposed sign has industrial zoning and contains an
industrial use, as printing plants are first allowed as permitted uses in the I, 12, and I3 districts.
Printing and publishing is also allowed as a conditional use in the C2 and C4 zoning districts. The
portion of the property that is closest to the Mississippi River is zoned R6, as consistent with other
riverfront properties in this area. The current zoning designation of Ré for the portion of the
property nearest the river is appropriate given the context and surrounding zoning classifications.

2. The enlargement, expansion, relocation, structural alteration or intensification will be compatible with
adjacent property and the neighborhood.

The illuminated sign would be compatible with adjacent properties and the neighborhood. The
proposed sign would be approximately 408 square feet in area (10.2 feet tall by 40 feet wide) and 41
feet above grade, while signs serving nonconforming nonresidential uses in the residential districts
are permitted to be |6 square feet in area and |4 feet in height, and limited to one, nonilluminated
flat wall identification sign. The proposed sign would face a large, on-site parking lot that separates
the sign’s building wall from Plymouth Avenue N by approximately 500 feet. The sign would not be
visible from any residential properties and would directly face commercial and industrial zoning
districts and uses. The applicant is proposing white, low voltage LED internal lighting for the sign so
that it is compatible with adjacent property and the neighborhood.

3. The enlargement, expansion, relocation, structural alteration or intensification will not result in significant
increases of adverse, off-site impacts such as trdffic, noise, dust, odors, and parking congestion.

The expansion of the non-conforming use would not result in significant increases of adverse off-site
impacts. There is currently adequate off-street parking provided on the property, and no additional
traffic, noise, dust, odors, or parking congestion would be expected with the proposed illuminated
sign.

4. The enlargement, expansion, relocation, structural alteration or intensification, because of improvements to
the property, will improve the appearance or stability of the neighborhood.
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The proposed expansion of the non-conforming use would be on the exterior northwest elevation
facing Plymouth Avenue North. Allowing the applicant to construct the 408 square foot sign would
likely improve the appearance and stability of the neighborhood without causing adverse impacts.

5. In districts in which residential uses are allowed, the enlargement, expansion, relocation, structural alteration
or intensification will not result in the creation or presence of more dwelling units on the subject property
than is allowed by the regulations of the district in which the property is located.

The proposed addition would not result in the creation of any dwelling units. The entire building
would continue to be used as a printing plant and offices.
6. The enlargement, expansion, relocation, structural alteration or intensification will not be located in the

Floodway District.

The property is not located in the Floodway District.

RECOMMENDATIONS ‘

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the City
Planning Commission adopt staff findings for the application by Carol Lansing, on behalf of Star Tribune
Media Co., for the property located at 800 |st Street N:

A. Expansion of a Nonconforming Use.

Recommended motion: Approve the application for an expansion of a nonconforming use to
allow a 408 square foot wall sign.

ATTACHMENTS |

Written description and findings submitted by applicant

l.

2. Zoning map

3. Survey

4. Sign plans and renderings
5. Building elevations

6. Photos

7. Correspondence



STAR TRIBUNE PRINTING PLANT
APPLICATION FOR ALTERATION OF A NONCONFORMING USE

MARCH 7, 2016

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Star Tribune Media Company is requesting approval of an Alteration of a Nonconforming
Use to replace an existing painted sign on its printing plant building located at 800 1* Street
North (the “Property”) with an aluminum, internally-lit wall sign. The existing painted sign is
located on the northwest facade of the building, oriented toward Plymouth Avenue. The
proposed wall sign would be installed in the same location and is sized to just cover the painted
sign, which is faded and includes an outdated brand slogan. The existing 408-square foot, 41-
foot high painted wall sign exceeds the maximum area allowed under current zoning regulations
for wall signs in the Industrial districts of 180 square feet and the maximum allowed height of 28
feet. The existing sign is legally nonconforming.

The plant building was constructed in 1986. It is 2 stories and approximately 54 feet in height.
The ground floor footprint is approximately 290,000 square feet and the gross floor area is
approximately 397,000 square feet. The facade on which the proposed sign would be located is
over 670 feet long; the taller segment of this facade on which the sign is to be located is 161 feet
long. The proposed sign is 408 square feet (10.2” x 40°) and will be approximately 41 feet high.
As noted, the height and size of the sign will serve to cover up the existing painted sign. The
building wall is brown-painted metal panel. Using brown paint to cover the white sign would
look like an area of painted-over graffiti because new paint would not truly match the color of
the old. The cost of repainting the entire building wall is not feasible due to its size (nor is
repainting needed).

The intent of the proposed sign is to update to the current Star Tribune brand design and install a
more attractive sign with illumination for night viewing. The aluminum letters and logo will be
mounted to a fabricated aluminum background. The letter faces will be white translucent acrylic
with applied black perforated vinyl so that the letters appear black during the day and illuminate
white at night. The star logo will be in the newspaper’s green brand colors. The backer panel
will be painted a metallic silver color. The sign will be internally lit with white, low voltage
LED.

Because a portion of the Property is located in the St. Anthony Falls Historic District, the sign
proposal was reviewed by the Heritage Preservation Commission, which granted a Certificate of
Approval on February 16, 2016. The North Loop Neighborhood Association also voted in
support of the proposed sign.



REQUIRED FINDINGS
Q) A rezoning of the property would be inappropriate.

The majority of the Property is zoned 11, Light Industrial. The printing plant building is located
on the 11-zoned portion of the property. Printing and publishing, including distribution, are
permitted uses in the 11 District. The remainder of this split-zoned parcel - an open space area
on the northeast side of the Property adjacent to West River Parkway - is zoned R6. The
Property is guided as Transitional Industrial on the future land use map of the comprehensive
plan. The North Loop Small Area Plan guides the Property for continued industrial use.

Land southeast of the Property is zoned C3A and guided as Urban Neighborhood. Land to the
southwest is zoned B4N and guided Mixed Use. Land to the north is zoned 11 and 12 (with the
exception of a parcel adjacent to the Property at the intersection of Plymouth Avenue and 2™
Street North that is zoned C2) and is guided Industrial.

Rezoning of the Property to a non-industrial district would not be consistent with the land use
guidance of the small area plan, which supports the existing printing use and calls for continued
industrial use should the Star Tribune cease its operations on the Property. It would also be
inappropriate because it would make the Star Tribune’s printing and distribution use
nonconforming. Rezoning to a more intensive industrial district would be incompatible with the
adjacent C3A District to the southeast and would not change the dimensional regulations
applicable to the sign.

@) The enlargement, expansion, relocation or intensification will be compatible with
adjacent property and the neighborhood.

The proposed sign will be essentially the same size as the existing sign and will be compatible
with the adjacent property and the neighborhood. The sign will only be visible from land to the
north and northwest of the Property, land which is primarily industrial in both zoning and use. It
will not be visible from the residentially-used properties on the other side of the plant building.
The height and size of the proposed sign is proportional to this very large building. The size is
compatible with adjacent property because of the great setback of the building (at least 500 feet)
from Plymouth Avenue, the street at which the sign is directed and from which it will be viewed.

(3) The enlargement, expansion, relocation or intensification will not result in significant
increases of adverse off-site impacts such as traffic, noise, dust, odors and parking
congestion.

The proposed alteration relates only to signage and will have no impacts such as increases in
traffic, noise, dust, odors or parking congestion.



4 The enlargement, expansion, relocation or intensification, because of improvements to
the property, will improve the appearance or stability of the neighborhood.

The new sign will improve the appearance of the Property and area by replacing a faded, out-of-
date sign with an attractive sign made of high-quality materials. The new sign will announce and
reflect the active industrial use occurring within the building and the ongoing vitality of the
region’s largest newspaper. The color and illumination of the sign will enliven this industrial
intersection.

(5) In districts in which residential uses are allowed, the enlargement, expansion, relocation
or intensification will not result in the creation or presence of more dwelling units or
rooming units on the subject property than is allowed by the regulations of the district in
which the property is located.

Residential uses are allowed in the R6 District and in the Industrial Living Overlay District.
However, no dwelling or rooming units currently exist on the Property and none are proposed.

(6) The enlargement, expansion, relocation or intensification will not be located in the
floodway district.

The Property is not located in the floodway district.

US.105144990.01
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PARTIAL LAND DESCRIPTION DETAIL VICINITY MAP
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DESCRIPTION

[:A:}—“STAR TRIBUNE” LETTERS

- FABRICATED ALUMINUM PC LETTERS
- 5" BLACK RETURNS

- 1" BLACK TRIMCAP

- #2447 WHITE ACRYLIC FACE

- BLACK PERF ON FACE

- FLUSH MOUNTED TO BACKER PAN

- WHITE LED ILLUMINATION

(B J-toc0

- FABRICATED ALUMINUM PC LOGO

- 5" BLACK RETURNS

-1-1/2" RETAINERS PAINTED TO MATCH CLIENT'S COLORS
- #2447 WHITE ACRYLIC FACE

- DIGITALLY PRINTED TRANSLUCENT GREENS (C1,2)

- FLUSH MOUNTED TO BACKER PAN

- WHITE LED ILLUMINATION

(¢ J-sacker pan
- ABRICATED ALUMINUM PAN
-4” RETURNS (4” ANGLE CONSTRUCTION
- MOUNTED FLUSH TO WALL
- BACKER PANTO HOUSE ALLPOWER SUPPLIES

FINISH SCHEDULE

PMS 348C

O e
L - MATTHEWS BLACK

m BLACK PERF VINYL
S \//\/’\/\
@ MATTHEWS BRUSHED ALUM. \

StarTribune

NTS

N

NORDQUIST

SIGN COMPANY

945 Pierce Butler Route, St. Paul, MN 55104
651.488.6711 - 800.998.8901

A StarTribune

800 NORTH FIRST STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401

PC LETTERS ON PAN
PRODUCTION READY

CUSTOMER APPROVAL

NAME:

DATE:

revi_04.15.15 18
rev2 06.05.15J8
reva _06.24.15 1S
revs_09.08.15 1S
Revs _12.15.15JS
reve _01.12.15)S
ev7 02.01.16 1)

SALES: SH PR: RR
DESIGN: JS 06.05.15
DATE: 04.01.15
DWG: 127904

These plans are the exclusive property of
Walker Sign Holdings Inc. dba Nordquist
Sign and are the result of the original work
of its employees. They are submitted to
your company for the sole purpose of your
consideration of whether to purchase
these plans or to purchase from
Walker Sign Holdings Inc. dba Nordquist
Sign A sign manufactured according to
these plans, distribution or exhibition of
these plans to anyone other than
employees of your company, or use of
these plans to construct a sign similar to
the one embodied herein, is expressly
prohibited and will render the user liable
for damages. Copyright 2014 © Walker
Sign Holdings Inc. All rights reserved.

PAGE: 04.1
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STAR TRIBUNE PRINTING PLANT
800 N. 1°" STREET

EXISTING SIGNS
REVISED MARCH 7, 2016

All existing signs are wall signs. None are lit.

1. “Star Tribune” and address
Northeast facade, at Southeast corner of the building, eye level
8 x2’,16 SF

2. “Star Tribune”
Southeast facade, near top of tower element
10’ x 3, 30 SF

3. “Star Tribune” and address
Southeast facade above entry
8’ x1.5’, 12 SFand8’ x .67°, 5.36 SF

4. “Star Tribune” and address
Southeast facade, at southwest corner of the building, eye level
8 x2’,16 SF

5. “Star Tribune Employee Entrance”
Southwest facade, near parking lot entrance
8 x2’,16 SF

6. “Star Tribune Newspaper of the Twin Cities”

Northwest facade, near top of 2-story building wall, approximately 41 high
10.2’ x 40, 408 SF

US.103481795.03
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NORTH

NEIGHBORHOOD
January 27,2016

Motion of Support: Star Tribune Signage

OnJanuary 20,2016, representatives on behalf of Star Tribune presented a proposal for new signage on the
Northwest side of the existing Star Tribune building at 800 1* Street North. The new sign will match the company’s
rebrandedlogo,itis planned to be slightly larger thanexisting signage andbacklitatnight.

The North Loop Neighborhood Associationsupports the proposal as presented.

Sincerely,
North Loop Neighborhood Association

David R. Decker
Co-Chair of North Loop Planning and Zoning
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