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M E M O R A N D U M  

TO:  Heritage Preservation Commission 

FROM: Joe Bernard, Senior City Planner, (612) 673-2422 

DATE: May 3, 2016 

SUBJECT: National Register of Historic Places Nomination – Lake Street Sash and Door 
Company (4001-4041 Hiawatha Avenue) 

 

 

Background 
On February 29, 2016, the Minnesota Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) sent 
the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission a letter requesting comments on the 
nomination of the Lake Street Sash and Door Company at 4001-4041 Hiawatha Avenue to the 
National Register of Historic Places (Attachment A). 

 

As a Certified Local government, the Commission is required by federal law to participate in 
the National Register nomination process as follows:  

o Afford the public a reasonable opportunity to comment on the nomination; 
o Prepare a report as to whether or not the subject property is eligible for National 

Register listing; and 
o Have the chief local elected official (the Mayor) submit this report and his/her 

recommendation to the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Officer within sixty days 
of notice from the SHPO.1 

 

                                                

1 More than a simple comment letter, this report provides the City with significant decision 
making power in the matter. If both the Commission and the chief local elected official recommend that 
the subject property should not be nominated to the National Register, the SHPO shall take no further 
action, unless within thirty days of the receipt of such recommendation by the SHPO an appeal is filed 
with the State. If such an appeal is filed, the State shall follow the procedures for making nomination 
pursuant to established procedures.  Even then, the City’s report and recommendations are included 
with the nomination submitted by the State to the Keeper of the National Register. 
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The owner, Hiawatha Partners LLC, has retained MacRostie Historic Advisors LLC to nominate 
the subject property to the National Register of Historic Places. The owner proposes to have 
the property listed in the National Register to have it recognized and to make it eligible for 
potential grant funding sources.  

 

Attachment A includes a copy of the nomination, prepared by MacRostie Historic Advisors LLC 
for your review and comment. 

 

Previous Reviews 
The property was identified in a reconnaissance survey conducted for Hennepin County in 
2009. In the survey, titled Historic Context Development and Cultural Resources Evaluation, 
the property is identified as potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
pending further assessment. 

The property is also identified as a contributing structure to the potential Hiawatha Corridor 
Grain Industry Historic District as part of a study completed in relation to the demolition of 
the Purina Mills complex. 

On July 20, 2015, a proposed development of the site that retained the existing buildings was 
reviewed and approved by the City of Minneapolis Planning Commission. The proposed 
development is sited on the portion of the property that is today 4041 Hiawatha Avenue. 

  

Nomination Review 
To be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, a property must be 
significant within a given context and retain its integrity, defined as its ability to communicate 
that significance.  

 

Significance 

The nomination has identified that the Lake Street Sash and Door Company meets National 
Register Criterion A - the property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. The area of significance identified is Industry 
with a Period of Significance of 1926-1959.  

 
The Lake Street Sash and Door Company campus consists of three buildings on what are today 
two separate parcels. The building referred to as the Warehouse in the nomination is located 
on the southwest corner of 41st Street and Hiawatha Avenue. The three story building just 
south of the Warehouse, referred to as the Factory, sits on a separate parcel at 4041 Hiawatha 
Avenue along with structures referred to as a Lumber Shed. 

 

The Period of Significance relates to the history of the Lake Street Sash and Door Company, in 
particular the role the property played as part of a growing industrial area along Hiawatha 
Avenue. The company experienced expansion through the middle of the 20th century following 
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the timing and pattern of growth seen throughout the city, ultimately declining and closing in 
1964 as business had waned. 

 

The Lake Street Sash and Door Company was founded in 1916-17, with an identified location 
two years later at 3016 4th Avenue South. This initial location was temporary however, as a 
permit application to build a new factory at 3121-47 Hiawatha Avenue was submitted to the 
city that same year. The company expanded quickly thereafter as a request was submitted in 
1922 to expand the company’s operation to 4001-41 Hiawatha Avenue in the form of a new 
Factory and Lumber Shed. Shortly thereafter the Warehouse building was proposed. Almost 
immediately after construction, a second story was added to the Warehouse. 

 

Regular operation of the business continued through the Depression and World War II, with a 
second expansion of the Warehouse coming soon thereafter. The 1950s were noted as the 
most successful years for the company. Declining sales in the early 1960s resulted in the 
company ceasing operation in 1964. 

 

Integrity 

The National Register of Historic Places divides integrity into seven aspects: location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Possessing several, and usually most of 
these aspects allows resources to successfully communicate their historical significance within a 
given context.2 

 

The Warehouse and Factory building’s exterior design and materials have remained largely 
unaltered since the Lake Street Sash and Door Company closed in 1964. The brick facades, 
including detailed work at the corner entrance to the Warehouse at 41st and Hiawatha remain 
unaltered, in addition to the unchanged fenestration pattern on the main Hiawatha and 41st 
frontages. The Lumber Shed has been altered with the addition of exterior metal cladding, but 
the original siding remains intact underneath. The interior of all buildings on site reflect the 
original light industrial use, albeit with common alterations for modern use. Exposed wood 
ceiling structure, timber posts, and brick walls remain throughout the buildings. The complex 
remains in its historic location adjacent to the Hiawatha rail corridor, adjacent to many of the 
industrial uses that were sited nearby in the same time as the subject property was first 
developed. 

 

 

 

                                                

2 National Park Service, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (Washington: 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1998) 44-49. 
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Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends the Commission adopt this CPED report, approve the nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places, and direct staff to transmit a letter summarizing the report 
to the State Historic Preservation Officer.  

 

Attachments 
A. Lake Street Sash and Door Company National Register of Historic Places Nomination 

prepared by MacRostie Historic Advisors LLC 
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