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M E M O R A N D U M  

TO:  City Planning Commission, Committee of the Whole 

FROM: Hilary Dvorak, Principal Planner, (612) 673-2639 

DATE: November 3, 2016 

SUBJECT: Metro Transit Police Department, 560 6th Avenue North 
 

SITE DATA 

Existing Zoning 
I2 Medium Industrial District 
DP Downtown Parking Overlay District 

Lot Area 521,849 square feet / 11.98 acres 

Ward(s) 5 

Neighborhood(s) North Loop 

Designated Future 
Land Use Public and Institutional 

Land Use Features Growth Center (Downtown) 

Small Area Plan(s) 
Downtown East/North Loop Master Plan (2003) 
North Loop Small Area Plan (2010) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The applicant is proposing to construct an approximately 63,000 square foot addition to the existing 
Heywood Office Building for the Metro Transit Police Department. The addition will be constructed to 
the east side of the existing building. The addition will be a three-story building with a full basement. 
Towards the back of the addition there will be a 68-space secured parking lot for police vehicles. In 
addition, the existing parking lot located towards the front of the existing office building will be 
renovated. See the applicant’s memo for a more detailed description of the project. 

APPLICATIONS 

State law grants the Met Council the power to “engineer, construct, equip, and operate transit and 
paratransit systems, projects, or any parts thereof, including road lanes or rights of way, terminal 
facilities, maintenance and garage facilities, ramps, parking areas, and any other facilities useful for or 
related to any public transit or paratransit system or project.” Minn. Stat. § 473.405, subd. 4. The 
enabling statute for this express power is explicitly made exclusive by Minn. Stat. § 473.449, which 
states, “[t]he exercise by the [Met Council] of the powers provided in sections 473.405 to 473.449 shall 
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not be subject to regulation by or the jurisdiction or control of any other public body or agency, either 
state, county, or municipal, except as specifically provided in this chapter.” With respect to the 
proposed Metro Transit Police Department addition, these provisions supersede any power the City 
might otherwise have to apply zoning ordinances to another governmental entity. 

Although the project is not subject to the City of Minneapolis zoning regulations, CPED staff and Metro 
Transit would like to discuss the plans with the City Planning Commission and gain feedback about the 
project. 
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