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Fire Service Based
Emergency Medical Response

Prehospital 9-1-1 emergency response is
one of the essential public safety func-
tions provided by the Minneapolis Fire
Department in support of community
health, security and prosperity for the City
of Minneapolis. Fire service-based emer-
gency medical services (EMS) systems
are strategically positioned to deliver time
critical response and effective patient
care. Fire service-based EMS provides
this pivotal public safety service while also
emphasizing responder safety, competent
and compassionate workers, and cost-
effective operations.

It is critical to understand the importance
of having emergency medical services
provided through the fire service. Fire ser-
vice-based EMS is prehospital emergency
9-1-1 medical response provided by the
nation’s firefighter EMTs and paramedics.
Due to the training, expertise, and equip-
ment of fire service-based EMS respond-
ers, they are capable of simultaneously
securing a scene, mitigating the hazard,
and triaging, extricating, treating, decon-
taminating (if necessary), and aid in get-
ting the sick and injured transported to an
appropriate medical facility. Time effi-
ciency is a key component of the best de-
signed EMS systems. There is no service
more capable of rapid multi-faceted re-
sponse than a fire-based EMS system.




