


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, July 15, 2015
Present: Greta Alquist, Emily Antin, Neal Baxter, Alex Cecchini, Tom Dunnwald, Scott Engel, Dan Herber,  Bob Loken, Tamir Ali Mohamud, Julia Tabbut; Matthew Dyrdahl, Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Gina Mitteco, Heidi Schallberg, Shannon McDonough, Julie Danzl, Mike Mechtenberg

Welcome and Approval of Meeting Minutes
Vice Chairman Tabbut  called the meeting to order at 4:04 PM.

Emily moved to approve the minutes for the June meeting; Dan seconded. Approved.

Introductions and Welcome of New Members
Julia invited everyone to acquaint themselves with their neighbor, and tell the PAC something they learned about them.

Officer Elections
Scott nominated Greta Alquist for Chairman; Neal seconded. Emily nominated herself; Dan seconded. After ballots were counted, Greta was pronounced the winner, and took charge of the meeting.

Bob Loken nominated Emily Antin for Vice Chair; Tamir seconded. Approved.

Emily nominated Neal Baxter for Secretary; Dan seconded. Approved.

Julia nominated Scott for chair of the Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee; Bob seconded.

Julia nominated Bob for co-chair of I & E subcommittee; Scott seconded. Neal moved, and Julia seconded, that Scott (as chair) and Bob (as co-chair) lead the Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee. Approved.

Julia nominated Alex and Shaina for co-chairs of the Programs & Policies Subcommittee; Scott seconded. 

Julia moved, and Neal seconded, that Alex serve as default chair, and Shaina as co-chair. Approved.

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Matthew Dyrdahl & Mackenzie Turner Bargen
--4th Street SE Reconstruction Project: This work, between 29th Ave. & Malcolm, will greatly improve walking in the area. 

Bob: many ambitious innovations are being tried here.

–-Regional Solicitation Update: Work will include North Loop, Emerson & Fremont Avenues North (where light rail connections will be built), NE Broadway and Lake Street/Midtown Greenway.

--Parklets: The Downtown Council has built parklets with help from U of M students at Peavey Plaza and the IDS Center.

The City has installed 3, at Central & Lowry, Lake & Chicago and W. Broadway & Emerson. Also, 2 parklets have been approved for 29th & Lyndale S. and 33rd & Bryant S. Kits and installation cost $25,000.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Scott Engel
The Pedestrian Alliance page on Facebook is drawing a crowd. We plan to promote this with a walk in August.

Open Streets continues, with last week's event along Central Ave. in Northeast.  At the PAC table, we asked strollers for ideas, and got many good ones. Three more events are scheduled for August, and 3 in September.

The Downtown Public Realm Study continues to locate and identify all amenities downtown, from waste bins & toilets to the skyway routes. A draft plan will be released in October.
Strategic Planning—Matthew Dyrdahl
Matthew led the PAC through a set of very interesting discussions, first returning to the points brought out in June. 

The meaning of pedestrianism: safety, noticing the area you walk through, it's the natural mode of transportation, walking is a form of community organizing; and the vulnerability of pedestrians: the streets are perilous, there is safety in numbers.

As we looked at the SWOT analysis, the following points came forward:

The City's Pedestrian Plan should be a (more) useful guide for how to proceed.

Better use of social media would help PAC.

Joining forces with runners, as running has market share and “sex appeal”, like biking.

Not to mention other useful allies.

We should address land use & zoning and use current and changed rules to encourage walking.

The refusal to treat walking as transportation is limiting.

Walking promotes economic well-being and growth more than public opinion makers want to admit. Walking's lack of broad political support and buy-in must change.

Next, Matthew posed the question that, as PAC is an advisory committee, what can we do that staff cannot?

And, what can PAC be the best at, amongst players in City government?

Greta asked how PAC works in the system, what powers PAC has.

Matthew: PAC supports City projects, or withholds support, and informs city officials about pedestrian needs.

Greta: we have access to movers & shakers that most citizens don't have; and we can connect effectively with neighbors.

Tom: We need to enforce guidelines to make walking easy and safe.

Dan: PAC can develop and promote a green vision to the City Council, new ideas and approaches, and should present this vision more than once per year. We need to set the design defaults higher, so more ped-friendly infrastructure is automatic. This would free up more time to work on change. We also spend too much effort trying to impact designs too late.

For next time, Matthew asked PAC members to bring a great idea for a project or policy.

Emily moved to adjourn; Dan seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 6:02 PM.
